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(The Inauguration of Studies Ceremony) 
 

is the ceremony with which the child enters upon his 

studies from Gayatri to the Vedas and allied subjects. It is an extended programme 

which includes the professional as well as  studies. 

 

 

(The Ritual with mantras and meaning) 
 

This  can be performed in continuation of Upanayana Samskara 

(Initiation ceremony). If so, then the General procedure of the ceremony need not 

be repeated. 

 

 

The Performance:  

 
(Follow the general procedure upto four followed 

by four , eight  four  then 

These  have to be given by the child 

(who now wears the ).) 

 

1. ¥æð´ 

´

 



2. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 13, 

4

3. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 25, 13 

 

4. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 23, 3

5. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 32, 6

 

6. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 23, 65

 

7. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 32, 10

 

8. ¥æð´ 



 Yaju. 

40, 16

 

1. ¥æð´ 

 Rg. 1, 1, 1 

 

2. ¥æð´ 

 Rg.1, 1, 9

 

3. ¥æð´ 

 Rg.5, 51, 15

 

4. ¥æð´ 

 Yaj. 1, 1

  

 

5. ¥æð´ 



 (Rg. 6-16-10), Sama. 1, 1, 1 

6. ¥æð´ 

 Ath. 1, 1, 1

 

 

1. ¥æð´ 

 Rg. 7, 35, 

1

¥æð´ 

 

Rg. 7, 35, 11

 

3. ¥æð´ 

 Yaj. 36. 12.

4. ¥æð´ 

 Yaj. 36. 17.

 



5. ¥æð´ 

Rg. 9-11-3, Sama. 653

 

¥æ ×Ù 
 

Take a little water in the right palm and sip with each one of the following 

mantras: 

 
¥æð×÷ ¥×ëÌæðÂSÌÚU‡æ×çâ SßæãæH¤1H 

 
¥æð×÷ ¥×ëÌæçÂÏæÙ×çâ SßæãæH¤2H 

 
¥æð´ âˆØ¢ ØàæÑ Ÿæè×üçØ ŸæèÑ ŸæØÌæ¢ SßæãæH¤3H  

¥XSÂü  
 

After the achamana, take a little water in the palm of the left hand, dip the middle 

and the ring fingers of the right in the water, and then touch parts of the body with 

the following mantras. Touch the right side first and then the left:—  
 

¥æð´ ßæ¾U÷ × ¥æSØðùSÌéH¤1H 

 
¥æð¢ Ùâæð×ðü Âýæ‡ææðùSÌéH¤2H 

 

¥æð×÷ ¥ÿ‡ææð×ðü ¿ÿæéÚUSÌéH¤3H 



 

¥æð´ ·¤‡æüØæð×ðü Ÿææð˜æ×SÌéH¤4H 

 

¥æð´ Õæuæð×ðü ÕÜ×SÌéH¤5H 

 

¥æð×÷ ª¤ßæðü×ü ¥æðÁæðùSÌéH¤6H 

 

¥æð×÷ ¥çÚUCæçÙ ×ðùXæçÙ ÌÙêSÌ‹ßæ ×ð âã â‹ÌéH¤7H 

¥ ‹ æ æÙ  (  

 

¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑH  

 

With this light the fire. 

 

Now place the fire in the middle of the kunda with the following mantra— 

– Yaju. 3, 5

 

Raising the fire: 
 



 Yaju. 15, 

54

Offering of Three Samidhas: 
The first  with the following mantra:- 

 – A.G.S. 1/10/12. 

 

Now, with the following two mantras, offer the second :—  

Aum

Yaj. 3. 1-2.

 

Now offer the third  with the following mantra:— 

Yaj.3. 3. 

 

 



Five ghee  are offered with the following mantra (repeated five 

times):— 

 – A.G.S. 1/10/12. 

’

’

 

 - Yaj. 

30/1. 

 

 

 

This one in the north side 



Then one in the south side: 

 

Then two in the centre:- 

 

 

 

 

Four  of ghee. 

  

 

After these offer four  of purified ghee:  The  are: 



 

For the Creator, the Sustainer, the Blissful, for the fire, the air and the sun! 

Hail! This is for the fire, the air and the sun; not for me. 

 

After these four  of ghee, then the  of either ghee or 

cooked rice should be offered and then one  (silent).   

  

 

  



Offer four  with ghee, one each with the following mantra:—  

 

1. ¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑ  

Rg. 9, 66, 19

Agni, father, mother, ancestors, saints and sages, purify and sanctify our years of 

life, purify and vitalize our food and energy, sanctify and bless our desires and 

ambitions. Keep off all mischief, evil and calamity far from us. Rg. 9, 66, 19 

2. ¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑ  

Rg. 9, 66, 20

Agni is the light of life and fire of passion, pure and purifying energy ever 

radiative, universal inspirer of all people on earth and energiser of all five faculties, 

adorable leader of entire humanity and guiding spirit of the corporate life of all 

human communities together. We adore, serve and pray for the favour of such 

generous father of the household of humanity. Rg. 9, 66, 20 

3. ¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑ  

 

Agni, pray radiate and purify us. Lord of holy action, bless us with holy 

lustre, noble courage and virility. Bear and bring us wealth, honour and excellence 

with promotive health and nourishment.  



 

4. ¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑ  

.  Rg. 10, 121, 10

 

Praj pati, lord of life and your children, there is none other than you who 

rules over life forms and materials in existence, for yours are the laws of existence, 

none else’s. Whatever our desires, whatever you wish we should desire, all that we 

pray for, may all that be fulfilled in life for us. May we be masters in control of the 

wealths, honours and excellences of the world within your laws of life. Rg. 10, 

121, 10 

—

After the four  with ghee, eight  have to be offered 

with ghee on all auspicious occasions. On which occasions they will be offered 

will be indicated where necessary or prescribed. The eight mantras, one for each 

ahuti. are given below:— 

 Rg. 4. I. 4.

Lord of Light and knowledge. Light Itself, you know all. You know all we 

do, good or bad. You know also when we neglect the will and command of the 

Lord that moves everything in the universe. Lord, protect us, and keep us away 

from a life of neglect and impiety. Bless us with knowledge and will to do your 

will and command. You are the highest Lord of Yajna to whom offerings are 

made, you are the most powerful of the fires which atomize the offers made and 

universalize their catalytic benefits, you are the most sacred of the sacred. Keep us 

free of the entire negative forces and feelings of the world. I surrender and offer 



this to Agni and Varuna, Lord of Light and motion, and peace and happiness. It is 

for you, not for me, no longer mine.  

 

- Rg. 4. I. 5. 

 

Lord of Light and knowledge, be close to us as we adore you with pious 

deeds of knowledge and action. Be closest to us in this early hour of light which 

inspires all to pious thoughts and deeds. Bless us with the choicest things, best 

people around, strength to do good and fight out evil, and keep us with you so that 

we ever walk in your shadow. Illumine our heart and mind and soul with light and 

knowledge. You give everything, listen to the call of the devotee, call us to you 

and let us live with you. This is offered to you, Lord of light and motion, 

knowledge and action. It is not for me, nor mine anymore. 

ā

 

Lord Varuna. lover of all and loved by all, you listen to all, and none do you 

neglect. Listen to me. remove the weight of my sin and pain and grant me your 

blessings. I look to you in faith and hope that you will protect me. This offering is 

for Varuna, not for me, it is no longer for me, nor mine. Rg. 1, 25, 19 



Lord Adorable, God of light, action and peace, I adore you with Vedic 

hymns and pray to you for all those blessings which man can pray for with yajnic 

actions. Lord of Glory and Peace, I come to you. Ignore me not, but take me up as 

your own, and reveal to me the secrets of divine knowledge and wisdom here and 

now in this life. Let me live a full life of fulfilment. Cut it not short. Let it not be 

wasted, for what is life if it is not lived and spent in your service? It is for Varuna, 

not for me anymore. 

Kat. 25. 1. 11

Lord of our choice and love, Varuna, in this great yajna of our life, there are 

hundreds and thousands of shackles and obstacles into which we get entangled on 

our yajnic way forward. The Lord Vishnu who is the Omnipresent Spirit in the 

Universe, who is Lord Savita, the inspirer of all, may He be gracious so that the 

powers of nature (your agents) and the learned and the wise of the world may 

deliver us of these and protect and guide us on our way to yajnic success and 

fulfilment. It is for you all, not mine any more. 

 – Kātyā Shrauta. Chap 25/11. 

 

Lord of Light, Agni, you are everywhere, in and out, you are  

sustainer and protector of the innocent and those who purify themselves with 

discipline. You are good and kind to all, surely this is true. You are our rest and 

stay and the object of our yajnas. Help us, Lord, to cut through all our difficulties 

and misfortunes to attain happiness, fulfilment and bliss. This is for Agni, not mine 

any more. 

 



We should note that in Vaidic praises and prayers, there are no prayers for 

natural miracles, nor any prayers for un-natural or supernatural success. All prayers 

are for knowledge, action, devotion dedication, strength of mind, body and soul. 

Success comes by the grace of God through the mind and soul of man in action. 

 – Rg. 1/14/15. 

Lord Varuna of Judgement, love and choice of the blessed, remove our 

upper bondage, cut off the lower bondage, loosen the middle bondage, so that we, 

freed of our limitations, weaknesses and sins, living in the discipline of your laws, 

may be able to enjoy the eternal bliss of your love. Lord of law and vows, grant us 

the grace to attain that purity and freedom of the body, mind, and soul which will 

enable us to enjoy moksha in your blessed company. This is for Varuna, Aditya 

and Aditi, not mine any more. 

 

The lower bondages are the bondages of the body, the appetites such as 

hunger, thirst, sleep, sex, etc. The middle bondages are those of the mind, of love 

of the objects of sense and passions of hate, attachment, jealousy etc. The higher 

bondages are weaknesses of the soul which the soul invites by falling a victim to 

the passions of ambition, dominance, sensuality, etc. The bondages thus are 

physical, mental and psychic.  

sv h . 

 – Yaju. 5/3  

May the teacher and the disciple, the social and political system, the heat and 

light of the sun and the life-sustaining heat of the earth and earthly atmosphere be 

in harmony. May their purpose and action be harmonious! May these be working 

in the creative process! May they be auspicious for us here and now and always! 



 

This  is for the , not for me. It is no longer mine, not any 

more. 

 

 

Then follows Gāyatri instruction by the teacher. The child goes north of the 

Vedi and kneels there facing east. The teacher sits before him facing west. The 

child says:— 
 

¥æð´ ¥ÏèçãU ÖêÑ âæçß˜æè´ Öæð ¥ÙéÕýêçãUH 

   - A.G.S.1/21/4. 

 - that is, the child should request the āchārya: 

“Sir, initiate me into Gāyatri —first Om, then the Mahāvyāh is   

and then the Gāyatri mantra.” This is the holy trinity of the divine Gayatri mantra. 

The teacher then instructs him in Gayatri in three phases, the child repeating the 

words after him:— 

 

1st Part: 

This much, word by word, should be properly pronounced by the  and 

the child should repeat.  

 

 2nd Part: 

 

3rd Part: 



The teacher should see that the child pronounces every svara and syllable 

clearly and correctly. Initial training in correct pronunciation is very important and 

must not be neglected. Errors acquired in the early stages persist to the end. So the 

teacher has to be very careful and observant. When the child is able to articulate 

the mantra, then the teacher should explain the meaning in detail. Without the 

meaning, the chanting of anything is a mehanical exercise. 

 

Meaning:—Om is the very name of God, as close as the Name can be close to the 

thing or the Reality. It is the Word, which is God Itself. ‘ ’ means the very 

breath of life, the sweetest and the dearest. ‘ ’ means the Lord who delivers 

us from sin and sorrow. ‘Svah’ means the Lord is happiness Itself and is the giver 

of all happiness to all His children, all the creatures that live and breathe. Savita is 

the Creator of the universe, the light of the Lights such as the sun and the stars, and 

the giver of all the glory. ‘Deva’ is the self-effulgent Lord who gives us all the 

successes and the victories and who is or ought to be the object of our worship and 

desire, ‘savitur-devasya’ means “of the Almighty Lord.” “ ” means 

‘worthy of choice’, The highest option worthy of attention, love, meditation and 

worship. ‘Bharga ’ means the tremendous light and purity which burns all sin and 

suffering, the purest creative energy. ‘  means “Let us concentrate, 

meditate and communicate with Him and His glory. ‘Dhiyo’ means “our 

intellects." ‘ ’ means “may He inspire and guide" our intellect, 

understanding and intelligence. The simple meaning of the mantra is: “Lord of 

Creation, giver of happiness and destroyer of all sin and sorrow, lead us unto 

thee!” The Lord only is God, the rest is all His power and Glory, everything else 

lives and works under the laws of His Nature. 

 

After this, let there be three hutis,  and blessings.  

 

 

The  sitting facing east, should greet the teacher in all humility 

and also say his Gotra (family): 

 

Student Says: 



 

 I, born of…..Gotra, greet you with reverence. 

(Name the Gotra should be spoken in place of 'amuka.') 

Meaning:— Bless me with your love and pure discriminative intelligence and 

Vedic knowledge. 

 

The teacher and all bless the child. 

 

O my child! May you live long and become celebrated with knowledge! 

 

At the end, the host should extend appropriate courtesy and hospitality to the 

guests and see them off.  

 


