
 

The Marriage Ceremony 
 

Marriage ( ) means a state of life in which the husband and the wife 

love each other in unison (as if both are one single self), live together, and carry on 

the affairs of life together to a successful end. Marriage is not an arrangement, not 

a contract, not a convenience, it is a union like the integration of two streams into 

one—once the two waters join, they become one, you cannot distinguish one from 

the other.  

 

The Vedic marriage ceremony is unique: “Nowhere in the whole world, nowhere 

in any religion, is there a nobler, a more beautiful, a more perfect ideal of marriage 

than you can find in the early writing of the Hindus (i.e., in the Vedic tradition).” 

(Annie Besant) 

 

The boy and the girl should carefully know each other and then take a 

conscious deciscion to marry. Having married, they should carry out their 

obligations with full responsibility.  

 

The boy and the girl may also take the help of senior people who may 

interview either or both parties and advise. But the final decision should rest with 

the boy and the girl. 

 

The form of the wedding ceremony as observed these days has gone far too 

far from the ancient practice. This has happened because of our modern ways of 

living. We follow what Swami Dayananda calls “lokachara”, that is social practice. 

 

Groom Swagat 

Om Sādhu Bhavān Astāmarchayishyāmo Bhavantam. 
 

The wedding ceremony these days starts with the arrival of the 

Bridegroom’s party at the door of the Bride’s home or the hall or the 

‘pandal’which is a makeshift structure erected for the purpose. There the 

Bridegroom’s pary is received by the host (Bride’s) party. It is suggested that there, 

before the guests are led in, the parties should chant the eight mantras of 



 from …   upto … . 

After prayer the groom party is led in and seated properly.  

 

1. ¥æð´ 

´

 

2. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 13, 4

3. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 25, 13 

 

4. ¥æð´ 



 Yaju. 23, 3

5. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 32, 6

 

6. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 23, 65

 

7. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 32, 10

 

8. ¥æð´ 



 Yaju. 40, 16
 

After greetings and preliminary hospitality, the hosts take the bridegroom to 

the vedi. The bridegroom sits facing east, his parents and party sit facing north. 

The bride’s party sits in front of the groom. 

 

Asana Dana: 

Om Vishtaro Vishtaro Vishtarah Pratigrihyatām. 
Here is the seat.  Please kindly accept it. 

 

The bridegroom replies: 

Om Pratigrihnāmi. Thank you.  I accept it. 

Bride now enters the Mandap led by her friends 
 

Madhuparka: 
Of the traditional items of hospitality, normally the  survives.  

 

Note: Here one difference of ‘ ’, general practice, should be noted and 

accordingly followed. In some communities the madhuparka and other items of 

bridegroom hospitality are offered by the bride. That would imply that the bride 

first comes to the vedi along with the groom and the madhuparka is offered by her. 

In others, the bride joins the vedi after the groom. Hence the hospitality, 

madhuparka etc. is offered by the family. You may follow either way according to 

social practice. 

 

Offer of Madhuparaka to the Bridegroom By the Bride:— 

Offer a bowl of madhuparka to the bridegroom with the following words:—  



Here is medhuparka. Please accept it. 

 (Thanks,I accept it.)  

 

The bridegroom takes the bowl into his hand, and while doing so, chants the 

following mantra:— 

Par. 1. 3. 17. Asva.1. 20. 4.Yaj. 1, 10. 
 

Meaning:—I take the madhuparka for the sake of the glory of Lord Creator of the 

universe, for the light and beauty of the sun and the moon, and for the health and 

regularity of the flow of pranic energy.  

 

While observing he holds the madhuparka in his left hand, observes it 

carefully and while doing so chants the following mantra:— 

 – Yaj. 13/27. 



 

Meaning:—Lord Omnipresent, Omnipotent, Omnificent, may the winds blow 

honey sweet, may the rivers flow honey sweet, may the herbs be honey sweet for 

us all.May everything existent be honey sweet. 

 

Taking the Madhuparka:—Now the bridegroom takes the madhuparka with 

Chanting this mantra thrice, the bridegroom should take a helping once for each 

of the three chants:— 

 – P. G.S. 

1/3/20. Par. I. 3, 20. 

 

Meaning:—Honey is sweet, the best form of food as it contains the nectar of the 

sweetest of life. May I, by virtue of that very sweetness, ever have the best and 

sweetest of nourishment, and may I be blest with the sweetest of life and discourse, 

manners and behaviour in my dealings with people. 

 

Preparation for the ceremonial Yaj a:— Someone has to collect the 

materials for the  (Samidh s, comphor, ghee, water etc.). One person from 

the bridegroom's side should have a jug full of water, go round the vedi, clockwise 

keeping it on his right, and sit south of the vedi, facing north, the jug well-placed. 

He has to be sitting there until the ceremony is over. The bride’s brother or cousin 

has to sit with four liberal handfuls of roasted rice or millet. He has to sit a little 

back of the bride's seat. One slab of stone has to be kept close to the seats of the 

bride and the bridegroom. The stone is a symbol of firmness and determination, 

and the roasted rice a symbol of plenty, prosperity and happiness. 

 

Family consent and Offer of the Bride: 
The father of the bride or any other senior member who has to perform the 

ceremony should offer the bride’s hand. He should sit with the bride and groom 

facing north. He should then hold the right hand of the bridegroom with his hand, 

keeping his palm upward. Then he should hold the right hand of the bride, palm 



upward, and place it onto the hand of the bridegroom. That is how the hand of the 

bride is to be given to the bridegroom.  

 

While the bride's hand is thus offered, the following mantra is chanted by the 

giver:— 

 

¥æð×÷ï ¥×é·¤ »æð˜ææðˆÂóææç××æ××é·¤Ùæ�Ùè×÷ï â×Ü¢ï Uï·ë¤Ìæ ·¤‹Øæ¢ï ÂýçÌ»ëöïUæÌé ÖßæÙ÷ïH 

 (Here use the name of the gotra and the name of the bride in place of the word 

‘amuka' (such and such) in the mantra. 

Meaning :—Please to accept this girl of such and such name, born in such and such 

gotra, and well educated and cultured of manners. 

The bride-groom says:— 

 Par. I.26. 
 (I accept her hand and feel most grateful.) 

 

Jai Mala: 
 

Now the bride and the groom should chant and proclaim the following 

mantras together:— 

Rg. 10. 85. 47. Par. 1. 4. 14. 

 

Meaning:—Ye learned and the wise gathered here, please know we have accepted 

each other and decided to join in wedlock for a life time by our own free will. Our 

hearts are one like the waters of two streams joining together. We shall be dear to 



each other just as the very breath of our life. Just as the Lord God holds and 

sustains the world, so shall we support and sustain each other. Just as the teacher or 

the preceptor holds his disciples (audience) to heart, so shall we hold each other.  

 

Now the bridegroom holding the right hand of the bride in his right hand, 

both should come close to the Vedi. The bridegroom should pronounce the 

following mantra:— 

   Par. 1. 4, 15. 
 

The name of the bride should be pronounced in place of “asau". Similarly, the 

bride should also address the bridegroom in these very words using the name of the 

bridegroom in place of “asau”. 

 

Meaning:—O Bride (O Bridegroom) just as the wind, or the sun, 

purifying all, and drawing the resplendent water unto itself with its rays or waves, 

attains to all the directions and the farthest planets such as the earth, so do you 

come unto me of your free will and choice. 

 

Now, still holding the hand of the bride, the bridegroom pronounces the following 

two mantras:— 
 

Rg. 10. 85, 44. 
Meaning:—O Bride, by the grace of God who loves us, protects us from misery 

and grants us bliss, may your eye be inspiring to your husband. May you be 

agreeable, kind and giver of strength to us! May you be kind to the animals, noble 

of mind, heroic in character; mother of brave progeney, affectionate to the seniors, 



gentle, sweet and kind to all in the family, men, women, children, and all the 

animals. 

 

Going round the Vedi: 
While the bridegroom is holding the bride's right hand in his. they go round the 

Vedi and then sit on the asanas meant for them, the bride on the right, the 

bridegroom on the left, both facing east. When they are seated the bride 

pronounces the following prayer:— 

Ü

 –  Man Br. 1. 1. 8. Go. 2. 1. 21. 

Meaning:—May I follow the path of my husband throughout my life. May I be free 

of all hardships of life and join the household of my husband in all happiness! 

 

Yaj a: The general part: 

(Follow the general procedure upto four , four 

 eight 

¥ ‹ æ æÙ  (  

 

¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑH  

 

With this light the fire. 

 

Now place the fire in the middle of the kunda with the following mantra— 

– Yaju. 3, 5
 



Raising the fire: 
 

 Yaju. 15, 54

Offering of Three Samidhas: 
The first  with the following mantra:- 

 – A.G.S. 1/10/12. 
 

Now, with the following two mantras, offer the second :—  

Aum

Yaj. 3. 1-2.



 

Now offer the third  with the following mantra:— 

Yaj.3. 3. 
 

 

Five ghee  are offered with the following mantra (repeated five 

times):— 

 – A.G.S. 1/10/12. 

’



’

 

 - Yaj. 30/1. 
 

 

 

This one in the north side 

Then one in the south side: 

 
Then two in the centre:- 

 

 



 

Four  of ghee. 
  

 

 

Jaya Homa: 
With the following mantras  are to be offered with ghee:— 



 



Meaning:— (1-2) —For the sake of success and honour in life, these ahutis are 

offered for all those acts and faculties of action which ought to be performed and 

guarded as well as advanced in life. These ahutis are therefore offered for the acts 

of the mind (the seat of awareness and memory) and the mental faculty (1-2), the 

decisions and the faculty of decision-making (3-4), the acts and contents of 

knowledge and the faculty of knowing in a scientific manner (5-6), for thought and 

the thinking power and the senses (7- 8), for the acts to be performed on the last 

day of the dark and the bright fortnights, i.e., amavasya and purnima (9-10), and 

for all those higher and greater acts, knowledges, achievements and means of 

successful living which a pious and active life can possibly command with the 

grace of God (I 1-12).  

 

13. Lord  is great. Man can be great, powerful and prosperous if he 

observes the right conduct and performs yajna in life. For the shower of prosperity 

on the righteous man, God has already blessed him with Vedic knowledge, mantras 

which reveal the secrets of success. With these secrets of success properly 

followed in action, man wins success over all his physical and mental and spiritual 

antagonists. For this gift, all people bow to the Lord. The Lord most powerful is 

worthy of worship. Similarly, the man most successful in action and knowledge is 

worthy of honour and reverence. 

 

These  are offered to the Lord for the activation of all those faculties which 

He has already gifted to mankind. 

This part of the  is performed for the sake of all-round progress and 

advancement in life. 

 

Eighteen  have to be offered with ghee. The eighteen mantras are given 

below:— 



 

Meaning:—Agni (heat, fire, passion) is the first/prime among physical elements, 

sustaining, vitalizing and protecting all others. That same agni may sustain, protect 

and bless me too. In matters of vision, virtue and justice including gatherings of 

 and , in matters of social prayer, appeal and benediction, in 

matters of this vedi and this bride and our conjugal life, in this act of yajna and in 

all such other acts of social creativity, whenever I call upon the good and the great 

of our society, may Lord Agni help and advance us! This is for Agni. Lord of all 

the elements and forms of life. This is not mine any more. 

Meaning:—Indra/electrical energy of the universe is the prime among the highest 

of natural forces. That same energy may inspire, sustain and bless me (The rest as 

above). It is for Indra not for me, any more.  



Meaning:—The Lord of natural law is the Lord of the earth, the predominating 

power…  

It is for yama, Lord of the earth, not for me, any more.  

Now follows the  (taking the hand) ceremony. The bridegroom rises 

and stands before the bride—the bride is sitting facing east, and the bride groom 

faces her, his face being westward. He should help her rise, taking her right hand 

(palm upward) into his left (palm upward). As she arises, he takes her right hand 

with his left hand into his right. As he stands with the bride’s right hand held in his 

right hand, he pronounces the following mantras:— 

Rg. 10, 85. 36. Paras. 1. 6. 3. 

Meaning:—Dear Bride, I take your hand unto mine for the progress and prosperity 

of home-life. Live with me, your husband, happy upto a full ripe age. Bhaga Lord 

of all prosperity, Aryama, Dispenser of justice, Savita, Lord Creator and Sustainer 

of all forms of life, and all the virtuous and the wise gathered here have blessed me 

with your auspicious hand for the performance of household duties and the 

fulfilment of all social obligations. 

Just as the bridegroom addresses these words to the bride, the bride too is supposed 

to say the same words to the bridegroom. Thus both of them join a new phase of 

integrated life. 



Meaning: — I have accepted your hand, so prosperity has taken your hand, so 

progress and creativity has taken you by the hand. In dharma, by Dharma you are 

my wife and I am your husband. (The point is that the husband is, as if, Bhaga, 

progress and prosperity, he is, as if, savita, a man inspired with procreation and 

advancement. The Bride should feel secure, because prosperity and procreation are 

just at hand. The husband and the wife have to work together as a matter of 

pleasure and duty for the well-being of the family, joined as they are in wedlock.) 

(The bride is supposed to say the same words to the husband.) 

Ath. 14, 1, 51-52. 
Meaning:—Dear bride, Lord Brhaspati has gifted you unto me. You are my wife, 

to be protected and supported by me. Blest with the procreative power of nature, 

live with me, your husband, to a hundred years in peace and security. 

 

(The bride also should pledge herself with the bridegroom in the same words.) 

Meaning:—  the maker, the teacher, with the blessings of the learned and 

the wise, has refined her with education and training. May the Lord Creator, the 

giver of honour and glory, invest her with beauty, joy and offspring just as the Sun 

invests his rays with radiance and glory. 

 

This mantra can be explained at two levels—the aesthetic level of beauty and the 

mental level of education and culture. Tvashta is the maker, the Lord God who 

makes all beautiful forms, the teacher who refines the disciplie’s personality, and 



the bridegroom who has done his best to provide her with the most beautiful 

vestments. It is better to explain it in all the comprehensive aspects. 

 Ath. 14. 1.53-54. 

Meaning: May Indra and agni (energy and fire), the heaven and earth, the higher 

wind, prana and udana, the glory of the earth, the physician and the teacher, the 

ruler, the leaders, the Lord supreme, the moon and the waters of life bless this 

bride with off spring and increase her family and personality. 

 Ath. 14. I. 57. 

Meaning:—Dear Bride, I love your beauteous form and love you from the core of 

my heart. I can see the increase and progress of my family. I shall never conceal 

anything from you nor have anything without taking you into confidence. 

Loosening the bonds of all kinds of difficulties in the path of our life, I remove all 

the obstacles to our mutual happiness. 

 

The bride too reciprocates the emotions and sentiments expressed in these six 

mantras. 

 

The First Round: Bride leading 
Having spoken these six  mantras, the bridegroom, holding the right 

hand of the bride in his, should help her rise, and both should go round the fire, the 

bride leading. The man sitting south of the vedi with a jug of water should 

accompany them during the circumambulation ( ). When the bride and 

the bridegroom have completed the round, the man with the jug should go back 



and resume his seat. After this first round ( ), the bride and the 

bridegroom should keep standing in their places and pronounce the following 

mantra, confirming their wedlock and pledging themselves mutually:—  

 – P.G.S 1/6/3. 

Meaning:— Dear Bride, fully aware of myself and in full knowledge of my act 

voluntarily I accept you. Similarly, you too, fully aware of yourself and in full 

knowledge of your act, voluntarily accept me. Just as I accept you in love without 

reservation, similarly you too accept me in love without reservation. You are like 

the Earth, full of procreative energy and I am like the heaven of clouds and rain for 

the earth. I am like the Samaveda and you are like the Rgveda, both 

complementing each other. Thus we happily bind ourselves in wedlock. Let us join 

our procreative energy, let us beget children, and may they all attain full age. Let 

us both in love, mutual admiration and conjugal happiness see a full hundred years, 

live a full hundred years, and hear a full hundred years. 

 

The bridegroom should now stand close to the bride south of the vedi facing north. 

The man with the jug of water has already resumed his seat. The mother or brother 

of the bride holding the roasted paddy/maize in the right hand should hold it in the 

left and help the bride place her right foot on the slab of stone, and while the bride 

does so. the bridegroom should pronounce the following:— 



 – P.G.S 1/7/1.

Meaning:—Dear Bride, ascend this slab, be firm as a rock in grhastha, duties of the 

household. Resist those who appose, and defeat those who challenge and fight. 

 

 of ‘ ’(roasted paddy or corn) are an important ritual. For this 

purpose the bride and the bridegroom should stand close to the vedi facing east, the 

bride on the right. The bride should put her hastanjali on the hastanjali of the 

bridegroom (both hands kept together with palms upward so that roasted paddy 

could be held in the palms). The hastanjalis are now joined together, the bride’s 

above and the bridegroom’s below. Now the mother or the brother, whosoever is 

handling the ‘ ’, should sprinkle a little ghee over the joined anjalis, then put 

two handfuls of the paddy in the anjalis and sprinkle some ghee on the roasted 

paddy contained in the anjalis. The bride and the bridegroom together have to offer 

three ahutis with this portion of ‘ ' For this purpose, the bride has to lower her 

anjali-fingers along with the bridegroom's and offer the ahutis, one each with each 

one of the following mantras :— 

 – P.G.S 1/6/2. 

Meaning:—The bride offers homage and oblation to Agni, Lord Aryama, who 

controls the world, and she prays that the Lord may guide her in separating and 

departing from this (her parent's) family, but never from the family of her husband. 

Verily this is true. This is for . It is not for me.  



Ü

 – P.G.S 1/6/2. 

Meaning:—The bride offering oblations in the fire prays: "May my husband attain 

a long life and may the members of my family and the relations all enjoy a happy 

life of plenty and prosperity! Verily, this is true. This is for Lord Agni, it is not for 

me. 

Ü

 – P.G.S 1/6/2. 

Meaning:—The Bride says: I offer this of roasted paddy to the fire for the 

sake of your progress and prosperity. May there be great love and affection 

between you and me. May Lord Agni bless us in our conjugal life. This true, this is 

for Agni and not for me. 

 

Here the first round is complete. 

 

The Second Round: Bride leading 
Now the bridgegroom has to hold the right hand of the bride with his right hand. 

For this purpose he has to pronounce the following mantra:— 



 – P.G.S 1/7/2. 

Meaning:—Mother Nature, Sarasvati, flowing with the living streams of life, 

source of all good fortune, producer of all means of life's sustenance, promote this 

union of ours and the home-fire we are lighting. You are the mother of all the 

forms of creation existing in the world since the beginning. Whatever arose into 

the world since the beginning, arose from you and whatever now is, is in you. I 

sing in praise of you, and the highest tribute that can he paid to women is that she 

is gifted with nature's power of procreation. 

 

Holding the right hand of the bride, the bridegroom has to pronounce the following 

two mantras while the two go round the fire:— 

 

¥æð 

Rg. 10. 85. 38. Par. 1, 7, 3. 

Meaning:—Lord Agni, Power presiding over the home-fire, for your sake 

primarily, have I accepted this bride—bright as a ray of the Sun. May she share 

with me, bear, the sacred responsibilities of the household. May Lord Agni, in due 

course, give her, unto me, her husband, mature and cool as Soma, and bless me 

with children. 

Ü Ü

 – Mantra. Br. 1/2/5. 



Meaning:—This girl, leaving the father's home and going to join her husband's 

home, has accepted and dedicated herself to him and to his honour and tradition. O 

bride, with you, we two (the husband the wife), joining together like two streams 

of water into one current, shall overcome whatever negative forces of life confront 

us 

 

Going round the fire, the man with the jug of water following, they should 

complete the second round, and stand west of the Vedi facing cast, the bride on the 

right of the bride-groom and offer the . 

 

The third round:Bride leading 
 

Ü Ü

 – Mantra. Br. 1/2/5. 

 

The fourth round:Groom leading 
 

Ü Ü

 – Mantra. Br. 1/2/5. 

 

 

At the end of it, the bride and the bridegroom should stand west of the vedi, facing 

east. The remaining roasted paddy now has to be offered to the fire in one ahuti. 

 



The mother or the brother of the bride should now leave the entire remaing roasted 

paddy into the joint hastanjali of the bride and bridegroom, the bride should 

pronounce the following mantra and offer the paddy to the fire:— 

– P.G.S 1/7/5. 

Meaning:—This is offered for the sake of good fortune and the growth and 

advancement of the family. Verily and sincerely, it is true. It is for bhaga, 

prosperity, it is not mine any more. 

 

The bride and bridegroom should now sit west of the vedi, facing east, the bride on 

the right of the bridegroom. The bridegroom should offer an ahuti with ghee with 

the following mantra:— 

Meaning:—This is for Prajapati. the Lord of creation. Verily it is for Him. It is for 

Prajapati, it is not mine any more. 

 

 

The Conjugal Tie: 
 

Then both come to the vedi. At this time the upper garment of the bride is tied with 

a knot to the upper garment of the bridegroom. This is called the conjugal tie of the 

couple. Its done by groom’s sister. 



 

I free you from the bonds of Varuna, discipline of virginity observed in the spirit of 

justice, freedom and responsibility in the parental home, into which Savita, lord 

giver of life and natural growth unto maturity, had bound you in full dedication 

without inhibition, and I settle and establish you with your husband into a new life 

of natural conjugal order in the world of noble action free from sin, violence and 

violation of the law. 

 

Sapta padi (Seven Steps) ceremony:- 
 

Saptapadi is the completive part of the marriage ceremony. For this part of the 

ritual, the bride and the bridegroom move onto the north side of the vedi, the bride 

on the groom's right. While in the act of standing, the bridegroom should hold the 

right hand of the bride into his right hand and help her rise. When they stand facing 

northward, the bridegroom should put his right hand on the right shoulder of the 

bride. Standing close thus, the bridegroom initiates the process by suggesting to the 

bride— 

. – G.G.S. 2/2/13 
Meaning:—Let not the left foot overstep the right, or, let not the left step exceed 

the right. This means that the move of the left foot will be in unison with the right. 

This rhythm of movement is symbolic of the right and balanced action within the 

bounds of law. justice, tradition, culture and Dharma. 

 

TheFirst Step forward:—Having suggested this by way of caution or fore-warning, 

the bridegroom takes the first step with his right foot taking the bride with him. 

The left foot joins the right, without exceeding the right.  

 

The first step: 

For the first step the following mantra is pronounced by the bridegroom:— 



Âý  

- Par. 1. 8, 1.   

Meaning:—Take the first step for the sake of 'anna'—means of health, 

nourishment and energy. Be with me in my vows and duties of the household 

Dharma. May Lord Vishnu who looks after all lead you on. May we beget 

children. and may our offspring enjoy a long and full life. 

 

2nd step: 

The second step with the following mantra:— 

Âý  

- Par. 1. 8, 2.  

Meaning:—Take the second step for the sake of strength and power. 

 

3rd step: 

The third step with the following mantra:— 

Âý  

Meaning:—Take the third step for wealth and prosperity. 

 



4th step: 

The fourth step with the following mantra:— 

Âý  

Meaning:—Take the fourth step for all happiness. 

 

5th step. 

The fifth step with the following mantra:— 

Âý  

Meaning:—Take the fifth step for progeny. 

 

6th step. 

The sixth step with the following mantra:— 

Âý  

Meaning:—Take this sixth step for seasons and our cycle of life in 

accordance with the flow of life for all seasons. 



 

7th step. 

The seventh step with the following mantra:— 

Âý  

Meaning:—Take the seventh step for the sake of love and friendship in 

equality and equanimity.  

 

Having completed the saptapadi, the bride and the bridegroom resume their 

seats, the knot remaining intact, the bride on the left. 

 

(Sprinkling water on the couple’s forehead) 

A senior person (from either family) with the jug of water should come up to the 

couple and sprincle some water from the pitcher on the couple’s forehead with the 

following four mantras:— 

 

¥æð×÷ï ¥æÂæ• ð çã Dæ ×ÞØæ • ðÖéßSÌæ ÙÞ ª   

Rg. 10,9,1

Meaning:—Waters are the source of happiness. May they support us with means of 

nourishment. May they bless us with form and beauty of a graceful personality. 

 

¥æð×÷ï 

Rg. 10,9,2 

Meaning:—May the most blissful soma sweet of waters be our share in life. May 

the waters bless us just as the mothers, overflowing with love for their children, 

bless them with nectar like milk. Rg. 10/9/1&2 



 

¥æð×÷ï 

Rg. 10,9,3 

Meaning:—Waters help the growth and production of food by feeding the herbs 

and plants. May we get all the cereals and nourishments, and may the waters 

nourish us and our children!

 

 – P.G.S 1/8/5. 

Meaning:—Wedded couple, “Waters” are most auspicious, most beneficent, most 

peaceful, and induce us to attain the highest peace in living. May they give you all 

health, happiness and peace. 

 

Viewing the Sun with commitment as Dhruva and 

Arundhati: 
The bride and bridegroom should then view the sun. and chant the following 

mantra:— 

 

¥æð×÷ï 

 Yaj. 36, 24. Par. I. 

8, 7 

Meaning:—The Lord is the Light. By this Light shines the Sun. He is the vision 

and the eye of the world. He existed pure before the beginning of this world and 

would exist after it is dissolved. May we see the light for a hundred years, live for a 



hundred years, hear for a hundred years, speak for a hundred years, be independent 

and self-reliant for a hundred years, and even for more than a hundred years. 

 

Commitment as Pole Star (Dhruva) and Arundhati: 
Viewing the Pole Star (Dhruva) and viewing the Arundhati by the bride and the 

bridegroom is symbolic of constancy, stability and fidelity of the couple in love, 

marriage and the duties of the household 

 

Pointing or referring to the Pole Star, the bridegroom says:— 

 Let us see and remember the Pole Star. 

The bride views/thinks of the Pole Star and replies:— 

I see the Pole Star. 

The meaning is that just as the Pole Star is constant, fixed and stable, so may and 

shall be the bride and the bridegroom, constant toward each other. Then the bride 

says:— 

Ü

 - G.G.S. 2/3/9. 

Meaning:—May you be constant. May I (name)…..wife of (name) ….be constant 

in the family as you. Then the bridegroom, pointing or referring to the Arundhati 

star, says to the bride:— 

  
See the Arundhati star. 

The bride replies:— 



 Yes, I see/commit myself to you as Arundhati. 

 

Then the bridegroom puts his hand on the bride's brow and says:—  

 

Meaning:—You are Arundhati, constant as she is. I too am bound to you (in vow 

to you for a life time.) 

 

Touching the Bride’s heart: 
After viewing the Sun, Dhruva and Arundhati, the bride and the bridegroom come 

back in and take their seats. The bride-groom now touches the heart of the bride 

with his right hand with the following mantra:— 

 – P.G.S. 1/8/8.  

Meaning:—I take your heart unto mine in thought, word and action. May my mind 

be in perfect accord with yours. May our words also be in accord. May Lord 

Prajapati join you and me in perfect union. 

 

Similarly the bride should touch the heart of the bridegroom with her right 

hand and pronounce the same mantra. 

 

Ring Exchange, Mangala Sootra and Sindoor Dana: 
The groom touches the bride’s forehead with the following mantra:— 



¥æð×÷ï 

Rg. 10. 85. 33. Par. I, 8. 9.  

Meaning:—This bride is auspicious, a harbinger of all good, see her one and all, 

admire, and bless her. Bless her with your best wishes that she be happy and 

prosperous in life. Bless her before you disperse. 

 

The Blessing: 

Then all should bless the couple with the following words:  

 Meaning:—May goodfortune always bless you. May all be auspicious! 

 

After this, the bride and the bridegroom should offer: 

one , one with ghee and the four Vyāh ti . 

And then three P huti.  



 

 

 

  

 


