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(The Tonsure Ceremony) 
 

The Tonsure ceremony is a rite of cleansing and purification which chiefly 

involves removal of the natal hair. 

 

The sacred books dealing with ceremonies prescribe that this ceremony is 

performed toward the end of the first year of the child’s birth or the third year. The 

reason is that this is the teething period.  

 

During teething time, the baby produces excess of heat.. So after the removal 

of the hair, the child is given a massage of curds on the head. This eliminates the 

excess heat, and the teething is easy, not painful. A further reason is that while the 

child is in the womb, it remains in its natural biochemical surroundings. The baby, 

specially the hair, absorbs these substances. Hence it is necessary to remove this 

hair with a razor. The Natal hair is kept as long as the skull-plates and their joints 

are not strong enough. It is no use keeping the hair after the bones are grown strong 

enough. The fresh hair that grows after the tonsure is stronger, healthier and more 

lustrous. If the razor is used twice or thrice, the stubs too are removed, and the new 

hair takes firm root and grows richer and longer. 

 

During this ceremony, four grains—barley, masha (a kind of bean, a lentil), 

rice and tila (seeds of sesamum) are kept on the north side of the yajna kunda. The 

purpose of keeping these four grains is explained by the teachers like this:— 

 

The Atharva-Veda prescribes that during the teething period the child should 

be fed on these four substances:—  



Athrv. 6, 

140, 2 

Eat rice, eat barley, eat sesame, eat lentils, this is your treasure-share 

ordained by nature: let the teeth, not hurt father and mother. Atharv.6, 140, 2 

 

 

All these four things, kept in the north of the fire are offered as libations into 

the fire.  

 

Another purpose is that the qualities of these grains, real as well as symbolic, 

enrich the body and mind of the child with strength, purity, love and affection for 

all. 

 

After the ceremony the hair is placed in the earth alongwith cow-dung and 

the leaves of shami tree. This is so because, mixed with cowdung and shami 

leaves, the hair turns into rich manure. 

 

 

(Start the Havan and follow the normal procedure upto the four 

followed by four , four , eight , 

 and One silent :) 

1. ¥æð´ 

´

 

2. ¥æð´ 



 Yaju. 13, 

4

3. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 25, 13 

 

4. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 23, 3

5. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 32, 6

 

6. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 23, 65

 

7. ¥æð´ 

 Yaju. 32, 10

 

8. ¥æð´ 



 Yaju. 

40, 16

 

1. ¥æð´ 

 Rg. 1, 1, 1 

 

2. ¥æð´ 

 Rg.1, 1, 9

 

3. ¥æð´ 

 Rg.5, 51, 15

 

4. ¥æð´ 

 Yaj. 1, 1

  

 

5. ¥æð´ 



 (Rg. 6-16-10), Sama. 1, 1, 1 

6. ¥æð´ 

 Ath. 1, 1, 1

 

 

1. ¥æð´ 

 Rg. 7, 35, 

1

¥æð´ 

 

Rg. 7, 35, 11

 

3. ¥æð´ 

 Yaj. 36. 12.

4. ¥æð´ 

 Yaj. 36. 17.

 



5. ¥æð´ 

Rg. 9-11-3, Sama. 653

 

¥æ ×Ù 
 

Take a little water in the right palm and sip with each one of the following 

mantras: 

 
¥æð×÷ ¥×ëÌæðÂSÌÚU‡æ×çâ SßæãæH¤1H 

 
¥æð×÷ ¥×ëÌæçÂÏæÙ×çâ SßæãæH¤2H 

 
¥æð´ âˆØ¢ ØàæÑ Ÿæè×üçØ ŸæèÑ ŸæØÌæ¢ SßæãæH¤3H  

¥XSÂü  
 

After the achamana, take a little water in the palm of the left hand, dip the middle 

and the ring fingers of the right in the water, and then touch parts of the body with 

the following mantras. Touch the right side first and then the left:—  
 

¥æð´ ßæ¾U÷ × ¥æSØðùSÌéH¤1H 

 
¥æð¢ Ùâæð×ðü Âýæ‡ææðùSÌéH¤2H 

 

¥æð×÷ ¥ÿ‡ææð×ðü ¿ÿæéÚUSÌéH¤3H 



 

¥æð´ ·¤‡æüØæð×ðü Ÿææð˜æ×SÌéH¤4H 

 

¥æð´ Õæuæð×ðü ÕÜ×SÌéH¤5H 

 

¥æð×÷ ª¤ßæðü×ü ¥æðÁæðùSÌéH¤6H 

 

¥æð×÷ ¥çÚUCæçÙ ×ðùXæçÙ ÌÙêSÌ‹ßæ ×ð âã â‹ÌéH¤7H 

¥ ‹ æ æÙ  (  

 

¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑH  

 

With this light the fire. 

 

Now place the fire in the middle of the kunda with the following mantra— 

– Yaju. 3, 5

 

Raising the fire: 
 



 Yaju. 15, 

54

Offering of Three Samidhas: 
The first  with the following mantra:- 

 – A.G.S. 1/10/12. 

 

Now, with the following two mantras, offer the second :—  

Aum

Yaj. 3. 1-2.

 

Now offer the third  with the following mantra:— 

Yaj.3. 3. 

 

 



Five ghee  are offered with the following mantra (repeated five 

times):— 

 – A.G.S. 1/10/12. 

’

’

 

 - Yaj. 

30/1. 

 

 

 

This one in the north side 



Then one in the south side: 

 

Then two in the centre:- 

 

 

 

 

Four  of ghee. 

  

 

After these offer four  of purified ghee:  The  are: 



 

For the Creator, the Sustainer, the Blissful, for the fire, the air and the sun! 

Hail! This is for the fire, the air and the sun; not for me. 

 

After these four  of ghee, then the  of either ghee or 

cooked rice should be offered and then one  (silent).   

  

 

  

 



 

Now the barber comes in. 

 

The yajamana, with his mind concentrating on the Lord, should address his 

attention to the barber. He should chant the following mantra:— 

 Atharv. 6, 68. 1: Go. 

2, 9, 10.

 

This diligent barber, , has come with the razor. O man, come fast with 

water. Let brilliant, wise and noble people with love at heart bless the child with 

holy water. O men of love and peace with the generosity of soma, join at the 

shining child’s tonsure ceremony. Atharv. 6, 68. 1: Go. 2, 9, 10. 

 

As the father chants the above mantra the barber does his job: 

 

Sit behind the child with hot water in one vessel and cold in another. Mix the 

two with the following mantra and with a little butter or curd, moisten the hair of 

the child. Chant the following mantra three times:— 

 Ath. 1. 17, 6.

 

Then, chant the following mantra:— 

 

 

– P.G.S. 2/1/9. 

 



O my child! Let this sacred water which is produced by the sun drench your 

head and body and bless you with long life and lustre! Then comb the hair and 

bring it together. Let it not remain dishevelled.  

  

Then chant the following mantra:- 

 – Y.Veda. 3/63; P.G.S. 2/11. 

 

O child! I am going to cut your hair.  May you be blessed with a long healthy 

life; with strength to eat and digest food; with virility, and with capacity to earn 

wealth, with good progeny and with strength and vigour! 

 

First cut: 

Then, holding a tuft of hair securely on the right side, cut the bunch of hair 

with the following mantra: 

 

Ath. 6, 

68, 3. Ash. 7, 77, 10. Ya. 2, 1.11 

 

By the process the expert barber has shaved the head of the shining, loving 

and intelligent child with the razor for a new crop of hair, by the same ceremonial 

process, O Brahmanas, pray complete the new growth process of the child’s health 

and intelligence. May this child be rich in lands, wealth, and modes of 

advancement and may he have a noble family.   

 

Second cut: 

 

And then for the second cut on the left side, chant the following mantra:— 

 

   US U U S   

    Ü  S S H 



 - A.G.S.1/17/12. 

 

O my child! Just as the All-sustaining God has provided in right measure 

sustenance to the powers of the air, fire, lightning and the other forces in nature, in 

the same way I am cutting your hair for fresh growth of your personality for long 

life, fame and prosperity! 

 

Third cut: 

In the same way cut the hair a third time, on the back side, chanting the 

following mantra:- 

Ü  

 

O my child! Just as the living creatures, with the ability given by God, look at 

the moon and the stars during the night and the sun during the day, by the same 

ability I am cutting your hair for long life, fame and prosperity! 

 

Fourth cut: 

 

Then, chant the following mantra and cut the hair, for the fourth time, on the 

front side: 

 

O my child! May you develop the ability to acquire knowledge, adhere to 

dharma and live long!  

 



While cutting the hair for the fourth time chant this mantra also: 

  U U    h  

   r    Ü  S S H 

– P.G.S 2/1/16. 

 

O my child! I am cutting your hair with the same ability provided by God to 

the air and the waves that travel into space till the time of dissolution.  May you 

acquire long life, knowledge, fame and prosperity! 

 

Thereafter, chant the mantra given below and cut the hair again at the back. 

Yaj. 3. 62. Par. 2, /. 14.

 

Bless us with the threefold life — of the body, mind and spirit, for the three 

stages of life -- childhood, youth, and age, upto 300-400 years, for all the ashrams 

(functional periods), and all the varnas (professional communities). Give us the 

threefold life of the eye, internal and external, of knowledge of the body, mind and 

soul, and of the world. Give us the threefold life of creativity for service, growth 

and spirituality. Give us the threefold life of the devas, the learned, wise, generous 

people, for excellence, contribution and removal of ignorance, injustice and 

poverty. 

The significance of this prayer is exceptional. It is a prayer for three phases 

of life, quantitatively in terms of length and a prayer for the three modes of life—

spiritual, intellectual and religious, which reflect in knowledge, action and 

upasana, prayer for . 

  



Offer four  with ghee, one each with the following mantra:—  

 

1. ¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑ  

Rg. 9, 66, 19

 

2. ¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑ  

Rg. 9, 66, 20

Agni is the light of life and fire of passion, pure and purifying  

 

3. ¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑ  

 

4. ¥æð´ ÖêÖéüßÑ SßÑ  

.  Rg. 10, 121, 10

 

—



After the four  with ghee, eight  have to be offered 

with ghee on all auspicious occasions. On which occasions they will be offered 

will be indicated where necessary or prescribed. The eight mantras, one for each 

ahuti. are given below:— 

 Rg. 4. I. 4.

 

- Rg. 4. I. 5. 

 

ā



Kat. 25. 1. 11

 – Kātyā Shrauta. Chap 25/11. 

 – Rg. 1/14/15. 

sv h . 

 – Yaju. 5/3  

Complete the Havan process with ā

 

 

The father, then, should chant the same  mantra and move the left 

hand on the child’s head as an act of benediction.  

 Then let the barber complete the process while you chant the 

following mantra:- 



 – Ashva, 1/17/15 

 

Meaning:—O Barber, you shave clean with a sharp razor. Shave the hair of this 

child's head. Cleanse his head carefully. O Lord, let not the life of this child be hurt 

in any way. 

 

The hair should be disposed of in a befittingly sacred manner. 

 

After the shave, butter or cream of curd should be applied to the head with a 

very soft massage. Then the child should be given a bath. Give him beautiful 

clothes—since he/she is the V.I.P. centre of all attention. Let the father take the 

child into his lap, sit on an asana with his face to the east and chant Sama mantras 

(Mahavamadevya mantras) as an appropriate close to the auspicious ceremony. 

 

After the sacred music, the parents of the child should entertain the guests. 

Before the gathering disperses, they should all pray for and bless the child with the 

following mantra:— 

 

  

Meaning:— Dear child, may you live for a hundred years growing and prospering 

in health of body, mind and soul. 


