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Swami Dayananda Saraswati 

 

A Brief Autobiograpgy 

 

 

Swami Dayananda was born in the year (1881 Vikrami) 1825 A.D., in an 

Audichva Brahman family of Tankara, Morvi state, Kathiawad, South Gujarat. His 

name was Mool Shankar and his father's name was Karshanji Tiwari. Karshanji was a 

very respectable man of his village and a devout Shaivite. Mool Shankar had his 

Yajnopavit Sanskar (baptism) at the age of eight and was initiated into the worship of 

Shiva at the age often. He had started his studies at the age of five and by the age of 

fourteen he had studied a lot of Sanskrit Grammar and vocabulary and learnt by rote a 

large part of the Yajurveda in addition to Nisitha, Nighantu, Purva-mimansa, and a lot 

of rituals necessary for a devotee of Shiva. This was the end of his education so far as 

the father was concerned. 

 

But Moolji had other aims in view which were not yet very clear. A few incidents, 

however, made him see the things in reality. At the age of thirteen he was made to 

observe the rituals of Shivratri in full. He kept fast and joined his father and others in 

the nightly observances and worship in a Shiva temple. The priests and others 

including his father were overtaken by sleep but Mool Shankar kept awake waiting tor 

a vision of Shiva. And lo! what did he see! A mouse climbed on the Shivalinga, an 

iconic representation of Shiva and started eating the offerings. Mool Shankar asked 

himself: "is it Shiva really? Is it alive or dead? Can't it defend its authority Is it 

helpless even before a rat?" Doubts and questions such as these troubled his soul. He 

awoke his father and asked him. "Is it the real Shiva?" The father replied: "No, it is 

only a 'Moorti' (an icon)". The father sent him home. The fast was broken. His mother 

gave him food. He ate and went to sleep. But the question remained urgent all the 

time: "What is the real Shiva? Where is He? I must seek and find". 

 

Five years later, Mool Shankar's sister died of cholera. Others wept and wailed, but 

Mool Shankar was stunned and sat stonied with silent grief. Still later, death struck his 

uncle. The grief was repeated and hurt deeper. The one question of all questions 

which has troubled all people big and small shook him to his roots: "Why death? 

What is it? Shall I too die? Is there any way to escape or conquer it?" Moolji was lost 

in thought. 

 

The parents thought of getting Mool Shankar married. The young seeker of Shiva 

and immortality refused to change his course for the chains. In 1846, (Samvat 1903), 

one night he quietly left home never to return. Mool Shankar moved in the direction 



of the great man that he was to become later, Maharshi Dayananda. 

 

He moved around in search of holy men, yogis and Brahmacharis wandering 

around and living in holy places. The mission was the same one: search for Shiva and 

the conquest of death. He met a Brahmachari in the town of Sayale who initialed him 

into his order as a Brahmachari and named him Shuddh Chaitanya. 

 

Shuddha Chaitanya continued moving around until he was spotted and caught at 

Siddhapur by his father. The father tried his best to take him back home with a strong 

escort, but Shuddha Chaitanya gave his guards the slip, moving on in search of his 

mission. He met Sadhus, Brahmacharis, mendicants, yogis, devotees and scholars, 

read and meditated and moved around wherever he heard, he would find them. He 

visited holy places, went over the Himalayas even up to the sources of rivers, 

wandered through forests fording even dangerous rivers and met strange people and 

watched their ways. During this course of search, he decided to turn a Sanyasi and 

met one Swami Purnananda Saraswati. Swami Purnananda initiated him into Sanyasa, 

saintly order, and named him Dayananda Saraswati. 

 

Swami Dayananda Saraswati wrote a short sketch of his life which is being 

presented here. This sketch covers his life before he met his Guru, Swami Virajananda 

Saraswati in Mathura. 

 

During his wanderings in search of knowledge and truth, he heard of Swami 

Virajananda Dandi of Mathura. Swami Virajananda was a blind Sanyasi who had kept 

alive the ancient tradition of the knowledge of the Vedas, Vedic philosophy and 

Grammar. He was a mighty scholar and a conscientious teacher, who never deviated 

from the tradition of the Vedas and the Vedic rishis. He believed in the Vedas as the 

true knowledge and Vedic Dharma as the eternal dharma. Swami Dayananda knocked 

at his cottage in 1859. Swami Virajananda responded: “Who is there?” Swami 

Dayananda replied: "This is exactly what I want to know. I have come to you in 

search of the mystery who I am?". The teacher was convinced that the right disciple 

had arrived; the disciple knew that he had reached the right teacher. Swami 

Virajananda never charged any fees from his disciples. 

 

Swami Dayananda read Panini's Ashtadhyayi and Patanjali's Mahabhashyam, and 

Yaska's Niruktam and the Nighantu and such other basic works of the Rishis as were 

necessary for the right interpretation of the Vedas and Vsdic literature. On the 

completion of his studies Swami Dayananda offered to give a token of gratitude to 

Swami Virajananda in the form of clove 'Lawanga', as Swami Virajananda was fond 

of it: But the Guru said: "Dayananda, I want your life as Gurudakshina, nothing less, 
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nothing more. Go out into the wide world, proclaim the Truth of the Vedas, and 

preach the Vedic Dharma. Before the light of Vedic knowledge, ignorance and 

darkness will disappear". The disciple bowed his head and replied: "I shall do so". 

 

Swami Dayananda committed himself to the Vedic mission. No doubt, no 

confusion, no compromise. The core of his belief is contained in the ten principles of 

the Arya Samaj and his own statement of his beliefs in his book named Expositional 

Beliefs and Non-beliefs (Swamantavyamantavya)—the rock-bed-foundation being the 

Vedas. He was a clear thinker, a forthright speaker and an uncompromising writer. He 

declared: Veda is the eternal truth, pure truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 

truth. There is no history in the Vedas. All historical uuth is conditioned by time and 

place. Pure truth is true for all time and all places. Therefore, while he spread the 

message of the Vedas, he fought against superstition, the deadwood of custom, the 

evil practices of religion and the social disabilities of the weaker sections of society. 

He fought for the equality of all men and women, education for all men and women, 

simplification of all religious practices and rituals and declared that poverty, injustice, 

ignorance, inequality and untouchability were sins against humanity and against God. 

He founded the Arya Samaj on 10th April 1875 in Bombay to carry on the work of his 

Vedic mission. 

 

Swami Dayananda was one of the greatest men ever born on the earth Romain 

Rolland says of him and of the Arya Samaj: "Indian religious thought raised a purely 

religious Samaj, and at its head was a personality of the highest order, Dayananda 

Saraswati: This man with the nature of a lion is one of those whom Europe is too apt 

to forget when she judges India. He was that rare combination, a thinker and a man of 

action with a genius for leadership". Shri Aurobindo wrote of him: "Here was a very 

soldier of light, a warrrior in God's world, a sculptor of men and institutions, a bold 

and rugged victor of the difficulties which matter presents to spirit. And the whole 

sums itself up to me in a powerful impression of spiritual practicality. He was a man 

with God in his soul, vision in his eyes, and power in his hands to hew out of life an 

image according to his vision. Dayananda Saraswati was one of those personages 

whom History will pronounce as supermen. He was one of those whom the Vedas and 

the Brahmanas call Devas, to whom is due puja, i.e., the respect of mankind". 

 

Swamiji's work for the upliftment and enlightenment of society challenged vested 

interests. Some abused him, others threw stones at him. Some got him poisoned too. 

One of the culprits was caught, arrested and brought to him by the police for 

punishment. But Swamiji was all compassion. He declared: "The world is fettered by 

the chain forged by superstition and ignorance. I have come to snap asunder that chain 

and to set slaves at liberty. It is contrary to my mission to have people deprived of 



their freedom". On another occasion he said. "I am not anxious about my salvation: I 

am particularly anxious for the salvation of those lakhs of people who are poor, weak 

and suffering. I do not mind if I may have to take birth again and again, I will attain 

salvation when these people will attain it". 

 

Swamiji's work went on apace. He delievered lectures, held debates with Hindu, 

Muslim and Chrisdan scholars, wrote and published. His most important work is 

Satyartha Prakash (The Light of Truth). His commentary on the Vedas and his 

introduction to it, Rigvedadi-Bhashvu-Bhumika are works of rare vision and 

scholarship. In addition, there is Sumskara Vidhi and many short works. All these 

works are embodiments of ancient wisdom. They cross the bounds of time and place 

and present eternal truth in a modern language. Swamiji was thus a man of all time—a 

modern man whose modernity is dynamic, which will not grow out of date. 

 

Along with work, opposition too went on apace. He was poisoned and he breathed 

his last on the Diwali day of 1883. This is how the scene of his death is described by 

Harbilas Sharada: Between five and six p.m. he asked for those who had come from 

different places and told them to stand behind him. He asked the doors and the two 

skylights of the room to be opened and enquired what the Hindi date, day of the week 

and paksha (half of the month) was. Someone said it was krishna paksha (dark half of 

the month) and Amavasya (fifteenth) and Tuesday. Hearing this he looked at the roof 

and all round and recited Veda mantras. Then he did Upasana (prayer) in Sanskrit and 

recited God's attributes in Hindi and with pleasure began to recite Gayatri. He went 

into Samadhi for a while and then opened his eyes and said: "O merciful, almighty 

God, this is thy will. This is thy will, let it be done. Ah! What a lila is thine!" After 

saying this, he lay sideways and holding his breath, he threw up with some force and 

passed away at about 6 p.m. A death so peaceful and happy was not even that of 

Socrates. 

 

Swamiji died but he lives and will live for ever in his works. We should study his 

writings carefully and objectively and we will see that his vision will never fade, his 

word will never cease, and his mission will continue for ever. 
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Introduction 
 

Prayer is a pious expression of man's desire to break through his limitations and 

rise to a realization of his higher self with the help of the highest power. The highest 

power is over and above the limitations of our existence, and yet as close to our nature 

and character as mother or father. For the purpose of prayer, the power that is beyond 

the limitations of existence cannot be anyway short of infinity. That power, therefore, 

is the Divinity, Lord God Himself. 

 

There is an interesting story about a beggar and Emperor Akbar. Hearing that 

Akbar was great, the beggar decided to beg something of him. When he went to the 

palace of the Emperor, he found that he was praying: "What is the emperor praying 

for?" asked the beggar. “He is praying to God for light and life and the grandeur of his 

empire and its prosperity," was the reply. The beggar realized that Akbar too was a 

beggar, a fellow beggar, after all. The beggar decided that from that time onward he 

would beg of the power that gives to all, the emperor included. He went away from 

the palace, enlightened. 

 

The highest prayer, therefore, is addressed to God, and it is said in the very 

language of Divinity. That language of Divinity is the Vedas revealed to mankind at 

the very dawn of creation. That language is original, universal and without reference 

to any particular time or place in history. It doesn't belong to any particular group or 

nation or country whatever. The Vedas are, indeed, the heritage of the whole mankind. 

"The Vedas are Universal Knowledge meant for all time and all places. There is no 

history in the Vedas. They are meant for all mankind without discrimination of caste, 

creed, colour or country." This is Swami Dayananda declared about the Vedas, and 

that, I think is his greatest contribution to the history of Vedic interpretation. 

 

Swamiji classifies human beings into two kinds: the positivists or the faithfuls and 

the egoists or the selfish wasters. The egoists are fighters for selfish ends while the 

men of faith work for themselves as well as for social and universal causes. The pious 

man of his imagination is not a recluse, refusing or denying every good thing of life in 

favour of personal good. His man of faith is Dharmic, that is, he believes in the life of 

this world as well as in the liie beyond this world. For him, therefore, worldly well- 

being is fully compatible with piety and love of Moksha-freedom from all suffering. 

Therefore Swamiji’s selection of the Vedic verses of prayer consists of prayers for 

worldly well-being as well as prayers for ultimate happiness in the state of Moksa 

after the earthly journey is over. The earthly well-being is prayed for in the interest of 

earthly fulfilment what is generally called the good life, in Western language and the 

final and ultimate well-being is sought through renunciation of the earthly goods after 



they have served their purpose through fulfilment of the person concerned. 

 

According to Swamiji, life in this world is not a punishment, nor a scene of sorrow, 

nor is the world a prison-house wherefrom one must escape at the earliest, even 

through suicide as some people do believe even to-day. Life is good, beautiful, 

enjoyable. It is a boon, or real gilt of the Lord. Enjoy it, says he, work for it, but don’t 

get lost in your rush for the means of enjoyment. Work hard, even passionately, but 

keep your sites clear in view. Know what you are doing and know its value in a 

comprehensive perspective. Prepare yourself strongly and conscientiously in ihe first 

quarter of life, the Brahmacharya Ashram. Live a life of celibacy and discipline. Then 

marry and enjoy yourself, doing your duty to the family, the community, the nation, 

and the humanity— and always remember God as the giver. Having lived that life in 

the second quarter, call it a day: retire and renounce, and dedicate yourself wholly to 

social service and meditation. 

 

All the Prayers in this book are addressed to God, the one Supreme Lord of the 

Universe. He is one but His names are many. However, all the names are adjectival, 

each depending on the particular characteristic of God which it describes. The best 

example of this Vedic technique of divine description is found in Yajurveda 32. 1. 

Given at No. 4 in the Second Section of the book. His one name is symbolic, as 

Maharshi Patanjali says in the Yoga-Sutras: that name is Aum. This name too 

symbolises God's creation of the Universe, the order and maintenance of it, and lastly 

the destruction. Even the name God seems to be symbolic; G for genesis (generation/ 

creation), O for order and maintenance, and D for destruction or dissolution. The 

name of the Divine and the nature and content of the prayer go together. Swamiji 

insists in his comments again and again that we should pray to the one Omnipresent, 

Omniscient and Omnipotent God because, he says, to believe in many gods is wrong, 

something contrary to truth and, secondly, because belief in many Gods divides 

human society into many fighting sections. 

 

An analysis of the verses will show that the devotee prays for beauty and joy of 

life, plenty and prosperity, social order, discipline and freedom, and the ultimate 

freedom and happiness. In short, whether the prayer is for earthly happiness or for 

ultimate happiness, every prayer underscores the elimination of pain and suffering—

suffering physical, psychic and spiritual. Here Swamiji's interpretation of suffering is 

really revolutionary. Apart from the suffering of the kinds described above, there are 

sufferings of ignorance ( ), injustice ( ) and poverty ( ). There are 

prayers for the elimination ol these. But there is one revolutionary prayer in the 

comment on verse no. 31 in the second section of the book: "Let no foreigner rule 

over us, let us never be subjected to slavery." This was written in Samvat 1932 
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(Vikrami), i.e., 1875 A.D. approximately, ten years before the founding of the Indian 

National Congress (1885). About the same time he wrote in the  

chapter 8: "Whatever one might say or do, national government is the best 

government. A foreign government is never wholly good even it it is free from 

religious or sectarian prejudice and is as just, kind and merciful as paternal." 
Swamiji's idea of prayer is entirely new in relation to personal, social and political 

life. 

 

Swamiji's idea of prayer in fact is revolutionary. There are three aspects of prayer 

we should keep in mind: Stuti (praise ol the Lord),  (prayer), and  

(sitting close i.e., following the Lord's nature closely and working for imbibing the 

qualities in one’s self). Thus prayer is not mere lip-service to God, it is an active 

affair. One must be sincere and work hard, then alone the Lord will grant the prayer. 

Every prayer implies action, thus the prayer for self-rule also implied action. The 

history of the freedom movement can tell us about the part played by Swamiji's 

followers in the movement. And Swamiji's contribution to the 1857 movement and the 

later developments is still a subject of research. 

 

One question now, specially in the modern context of self-education by 

experience. Throughout history, man has tried to break through his limitations in two 

ways: One, to act entirely on his own by fighting against the iorces which, he felt, 

bound him down. Such forces were nature, society and sometimes even his own self. 

All tragic literature of the west is a record of man's struggle against those forces which 

were supposed to be anti-human and which denied him the full realization of his 

ambition. This view ol sell-realization is based on a philosophy of mutual oppositions, 

lighting and, as a result, victory or defeat is the natural implication. The other way is 

to understand the environment, discover the nature and operation of mutual positions 

and relations as complementarities, work out the equations, and work together in the 

larger context ol existence with cooperation for mutual good and for the good of the 

whole complex that life and the world is. If we look at the history of wars and our 

plans to avoid wars in the modern time we shall appreciate that mankind is trying to 

give up the former way of living in favour of the latter. The United Nations 

Organisation is a tribute to the world's endeavour to live a cooperative life together in 

mutual interest. 

 

And here also there are two possibilities: One is to learn by one's own experience, 

and die other is to learn by our collective experience plus our own. If we follow the 

former way, everyone probably will begin at the same initial point. But we never want 

to begin at the same point. We begin where others leave off. This is so, especially in 

the field of science. Science is the cumulative achievement of mankind. If science is a 



human endeavour, and a great achievement, why then prayer? 

 

Prayer is the third dimension of human endeavour. Science by itself is a self-

contained endeavour. It is a result of the human curiosity to know how filings work. It 

is its own direction and it is its own end. It studies the how of things but not the why 

of things. In other words, science is a value in itself. The scientist who burns the 

midnight oil is a master of his interest and desire, may be he is the master of his will, 

but once he has done his work, it is someone else's property. It is that someone else 

who sets the value on his work and decides upon the direction of its application. 

Hence the world-wide concern today on the direction of science and the use of 

technology. Here comes in prayer. 

 

Prayer adds the vision of the Divine to human achievement, whether it is science 

or technology or trade or commerce or agriculture, or politics. The Vedas are the 

language of Divinity. They record the vision and awareness of eternity and, set proper 

values on things of the world. They reveal the nature and character of the world and 

reveal the directions which human endeavour should take, the goals which it does and 

should seek, and the values which humanity should pursue. In other words, the Vedas 

reveal the how and why of things in general and also the purpose tor which tilings 

ought to be done. Human endeavour concentrates on the moment when it is pursued, 

but the vision of eternity places it in a wider perspective and sets its value and 

meaning. The vision also points to the direction in which human endeavour should 

move. It is a remarkable contribution of Swami Dayananda that in his interpretation of 

the Vedas he has combined, rather discovered the combination of, physical science 

and spiritual values. This combination is seen in Swamiji's commentary on every 

verse of prayer. No human endeavour is meaningful and valuable unless it combines 

human comfort, welfare and happiness with the ultimate Happiness of . And so 

far as welfare is concerned, it is valuable only when it is collective. Purely individual 

welfare is selfish, and selfishness is a sin, according to the Vedas. 

 

Let us therefore pray to God for strength and vision to correct our behaviour and 

let us seek inspiration to act better and more efficiently. Let us pray for a good life of 

comfort, joy, freedom and discipline, cooperative community life and a happy world 

for one and all. Let us remember that the achievement here is not the end, nor earthly 

joy the only goal. Real joy is far-reaching and the final goal is not a dead end. Life is a 

continuous cycle. 
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Translator’s Note 
 

To translate anything from one language into another is a challenge The genius, 

culture, background, structure, idiom and even the vocabulary of each language is 

different from another's. There can be similarities between two languages, but identity 

between the two is impossible. Take, for example, the idiom 'Ek panth do kaj' in 

Hindi. The English equivalent is ‘To kill two birds with one stone.' The culture 

expressed in the two idioms is completely different. 

 

Swami Dayananda's. first language of thought and writing was Sanskrit. His 

mother tongue was Gujarati. He learnt Hindi— which he called ‘Arya Bhasha,
’
 and 

'Prakrit' (natural language) for all-India communication. So with regard to the 

translation of his'Hindi into English, we have to think of three, even four languages-

Sanskrit, Gujarati, Hindi and English. Sanskrit is an inflexional language, therefore, 

the word order is free, But Hindi is an analytical language. Therefore the word order is 

not free, it is more or less fixed. Moreover, Sanskrit has certain structures which Hindi 

has not. Therefore, the Hindi of Swamiji has certain structures which sound unfamilier 

to us for the reason that the basic structure of Swamiji's thought is Sanskrit. So while 

reading Swamiji's Hindi for translation, one has first to render his Hindi into a version 

close to modern Hindi. Having rendered his Hindi thus, one has to tackle the problem 

of English translation. 

 

Hindi and English are two cousin sisters since they belong to the same family of 

languages, i.e., the Indo- European family. But the two cousins are so distant that they 

hardly recognize each other. They are strangers. The structure, idiom and vocabulary 

of Hindi is different from that of English. The word order of the two also is different. 

The background ofLHindi is India, and its ancestor is Sanskrit. The ancestor of 

English too is Sanskrit but historically and geographically it is so close to German, 

Latin and Greek—its great-great grand aunties that it has long forgotten its grand-

mother. Hence if the Hindi of Swamiji has to be translated into English, the translator 

has to re-organize the structure not only of the sentences but also of the paragraphs. 

To say the whole thing simply, one has to imagine that if Swamiji himself had to say 

the thing in English, how would he say? Translation then has to be a trans-creation 

and the translator has to take some degree of freedom with the responsibility in the 

matter. This freedom, however, has to be taken with caution: The translator has to be 

faithful to Swamiji's intention and purpose, to his basic ideas about life and the Vedas. 

Within Swamiji’s own framework, freedom could be justified. 

 

At the end, I would appeal to the reader that if he has read the original, he should 



be considerate and even indulgent toward the present effort and read the translated 

version with sympathy and understanding. I assure him that I have tried to keep the 

spirit of the translation close to the original as far as possible in the light of 

"Aryabhivinaya" and also "Satyartha Prakash" and Swamiji's "Commentary on the 

Vedas." 
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Foreword 
(By Swami Dayananda Saraswati) 

 

The Lord Supreme, Spirit of all, who is existent, omniscient and blissful in nature, 

infinite, unborn, just, unsullied, everpure, merciful, all-powerful, is the God of our 

heart whom we worship. May He help us ever and always so that we are able to do 

very difficult tasks also with ease. Lord of Mercy, you alone can help us to complete 

this task also. We hope and trust that you will bless us with sucess in this project. 

 

This project (i.e., The Book of Prayer) is begun on Thursday, the tenth of the 

bright fortnight of the month of Chaitra, Samvat 1932 Vikrami (the year 1875 A.D., 

approximately). 

 

Many people, gentle, thoughtful, learned, virtuous and interested in the good of all 

approached me with sincere love and trust and asked me to write this (The Book of 

Prayer). So I undertook this (Book of selected verses of praise and prayer to God) for 

the good of all people so that they could have the true knowledge of God and feel 

inspired with the right kind of love and devotion to God. 

 

In this work I have taken original verses from two Vedas only (i.e. Rigveda and 

Yajurveda) and explained them in the spoken language of the people so that they 

easily understand the verses and have the right knowledge about God. 

 

God is the giver of ever increasing happiness. In this work, the praise of God is 

sung (through Stuti), prayers are offered, worship is contemplated and virtue and 

Dharma are explained through the verses of the Vedas. 

 

The lord Supreme is the cause of pure joy. He is beyond all desire, since He is all 

Bliss and all fulfilment. He is present in every particle of the universe and He can be 

realized only through the Vedas. That person alone enjoys the bliss of God in whose 

heart shines the light of the Lord through the h ue knowledge and realization of the 

Lord. Blessed is that person, because he enjoys the Supreme happiness and he enjoys 

it always. 

 

That man is highly fortunate who, in this world, has full faith and trust in God with 

complete love, righteousness, knowledge, pious company, good thoughts and self-

control, with full reason and without hostility to any one. This is because, with his 

knowledge of truth, he crosses the ocean of suffering and attains salvation and bliss in 

the presence of God. On the contrary, that person never attains the bliss of salvation 



( ) who is void of love and devotion to God and who, instead, loves pleasure, 

falsehood, deceit, pride, obstinacy and evil and hates good thoughts, true knowledge, 

virtue, control of the senses and the company of the good. 

 

The evil person continues wallowing in the ocean of suffering, subjected to 

sickness and disease and the pain of the cycle of birth and death. Therefore it is proper 

for all that they should never fall off from God and His commandments. They should 

obey God and His will and achieve fulfilment of their life in tins world (through right 

worldly acts) and in the next (through Salvation, i.e.,  as said earlier). This is 

the ultimate end and aim of human life. 

 

In this work, or The Book of Prayer, the verses of the Vedas have 

been interpreted and explained mainly and briefly with regard to man's relation to 

God. The two-lold interpretation (i.e., the sacred and the secular) has not been done 

for the reason that the volume of the work would have increased. Therefore the 

interpretation with regard to practical knowledge of the world has not been given. But 

in the commentary on the Vedas both the interpretations, practical and spiritual, will 

be given in detail with full reason and justification. For example : "That Supreme Soul 

is ", etc. in the Yajurveda, "Indra, Mitra, Varuna," etc. in the 

Rigveda," Brhaspali, Ganapati, Prana, Apah, Agni," etc. in Shatapatha and Aitaieya 

Brahmanas, and the Supreme Lord is Sublime— in all these verses, all the noun-

words mean the Supreme Soul, Paramatma, God. This is said on the authority of 

Nirukta. But, again, on the authority of the same Nirukta, the words 'Agni' in the 

verse"Mukhad agnirajayata", etc., of the Yajurveda, "Vayu, Agni," etc., in 

"Vayoragnih", etc., of the Brahmana, and ’Agni' in "Agniragraniragrabhit", etc., 

mean the physical fire whose property is heat and light. The two interpretations will 

be given in the commentary on the Vedas with cogent proof, reasons and on the basis 

of the actual property and behaviour of the elements. By this sort of interpretation the 

faults and weaknesses of the commentaries of Sayana and others and the blots of the 

British scholars' commentaries based on Sayana will be removed. The commentary 

thus would mean an exposition of the u ue meaning of the Vedas. When the great 

value and endless meaning of the Vedas is thus explained to the people, they will 

come to have the right love for the Vedas and enjoy great benefit in life. The present 

work will lead the people to the knowledge of the nature of God and love of Him, 

faith in Dharma and purity of life and conduct. People would be saved, of course, 

from falling a prey to the vices of the sects and beliefs founded and propagated by 

atheists and pretenders. 

 

May the people of all kinds be good and noble ! May the All-Powerful Lord of the 

Universe bless all with His mercy and grace! May all people give up vice and evil and 
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accept good and virtue. This is my prayer to God for humanity. The Lord will grant 

this prayer and bless all, this is my faith and hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section-1 
 

Verses From  
 

Aum 

(Salutations to the Lord that is Supreme) 

 

Here begins 'The Book of Prayer' for the pious. 
 

 

May Mitra bless us with peace. May Varuna bring us peace. May Aryama lead 

us to peace. May Indra and Brhaspati shower us with peace. May Vishnu, lord of 

mighty action, bless us with peace and action. (Rg. 1, 90, 9)  

 

Comment: - Lord existent, omniscient and blissful in nature, ever pure, all-aware 

and free in character, matchless, incomparable and the first cause of the universe, 

unborn, without form and all powerful (omnipotent), dispenser of justice, ruler of the 

world, maker and sustainer of the entire creation, eternal, all-beneficent, master of all, 

paternal ocean of mercy for us, supremely helpful, giver of all happiness, destroyer of 

all suffering, dispeller of the darkness of ignorance, giver of the light of knowledge, 

highest bes tower of glory, advancer of universal sovereignty, saviour of the lowest, 

redeemer of the fallen, promoter of honour, giver of joy to the world, inspirer of all 

with the ways of humility, creator of faith, blameless, leader, protector, ruler of 

humanity, changeless, all-pervasive, teacher of all good, giver of salvation (Moksa), 

source of all goodness and virtue, unsullied, desireless, untainted, undisturbed, kind to 

the weak, giver of supreme happiness, eradicator of poverty, promoter of friendliness, 

maker of good policy, giver of love, establisher of good rule, destroyer of enemies, 

giver of all strength, nurse of the weak, promoter of righteousness, giver of prosperity, 

inspirer of good intentions and noble desires, giver of knowledge, sustainer of 

children, teacher of Dharma, destroyer of sickness and disease, promoter of the ends 

and values of life, destroyer of evil qualities of character, giver of success, benefactor 

of good people with joy, punisher of the wicked, breaker of pride, anger and greed, 
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Lord Supreme of all, highest ruler of rulers, Supreme soul of the Universe, Lord 

transcendent, giver of bliss to the world. Supreme master, immanent, subtle and 

impenetrable, Lord beyond age, death, fear and bondage, unique, beneficial, full of 

virtues beyond description, first and foremost of the Universe, adorable for the world, 

giver of joy to the learned, worthy of song and praise for the first and last of the 

possible attributes of infinity, Lord giver of beneficence, you are the surest friend of 

all in all ways. Grant us the true happiness of all time. Lord highest of all worthy of 

choice and acceptance in faith by all. Lord greatest of all, you are Varuna, best and 

most sublime. Give us the greatest joy. Lord of universal love, just and impartial, doer 

of right and justice, you are Aryama, Yamaraja, Supreme judge for all. You alone can 

grant us happiness in all fairness. Lord of the highest glory and power, grant us lasting 

joy with ah possible honour. Lord Brhaspati, God of knowledge and universal speech, 

Soul of supreme intelligence, you alone are the giver of highest happiness. Lord 

Omnipresent Visnu, wielder of infinite power, give us the highest bliss. We ask of you 

alone all that we ask for in life, for there is none other than you to whom we can pray. 

You alone are our sustenance and stay, none else. Just, ail powerful and merciful 

Lord, our highest father and protector, you are our guardian and saviour. We shall 

seek shelter with none else but you, the highest. 

 

The Lord by His essential nature and character never forsakes the faithful. May He 

always give us joy, happiness and bliss. He will. We pray in faith. 

 

I invoke and worship Agni light of life, self-refulgent lord of the universe, 

foremost leader and inspirer, blazing light of yajnic creation, high-priest of cosmic 

dynamics, controller of natural evolution, and most generous giver of the treasures of 

life. (Rg. 1, 1, 1.) 

 

Comment: - I sing in praise of the Lord Supreme, Agni, most adorable Lord of 

knowledge, Knowledge Itself in the essence. 

 

The teaching of the Lord to mankind is given in the same manner in which a father 

or a teacher teaches the children or the disciples. The father or the teacher teaches the 

children or the disciples how they should respect and honour the parents and the 



teachers and how they should behave toward them. Similarly God enlightens all 

mankind with the right way of worship, adoration, prayer and behaviour. God being 

the creator and father of all his children (creatures), and He being the Supreme 

teacher, He has revealed to mankind, out of His love and mercy, the knowledge of all 

existence and right behaviour. The purpose is that we come to great good and 

happiness with that knowledge of behaviour and the supreme reality. Just as God is 

the first cause of all creation, so is He the first and original cause of Supreme 

knowledge, the Vedas. 

 

Lord benefactor of all, you are 'Purohita' the giver and doer of good to the whole 

world. You are the very Lord and spirit of Yajna, the most adorable for all and the 

dearest object of our love and faith in our acts of Yajna and knowledge. You are Rtvik, 

you are the ordainer of the cycle of seasons such as the spring, and you provide for 

whatever kind of timely joy and comfort is needed by your children. You are the 

'Hota' as you bless the world with plenty and its preservation, and at the end of die 

world, at the time of annihilation you render back die whole world of existence into 

the original cause. You are ‘Ratnadhatamd’, an infinite mine of jewels. That is, you 

hold the precious planets like the earth, and you create and store for your children and 

devotees objects of the highest value. Soul Supreme, Omnipotent Lord, I sing songs of 

joy in praise of you. Accept our homage and worship so that we remain the recipients 

of your mercy and blessings and always enjoy the bliss of divine love. 

 

By virtue of Agni, light and energy of the universe, one advances in health and 

wealth day by day, blest with honour and fame of the highest order of heroes. 

 (Rg. 1.1,3.) 

 

Comment: -  Creator of the highest order, Lord of all, Agni, the person who sings in 

devotion to you gets all the wealth of knowledge, and material prosperity which helps 

him advance in health, happiness and honour in the world. He gets knowledge, 

heroism, values, patience, skill, strength and valour. Bless us with people of all these 

virtues, just, righteous and steadfast, brave and heroic. Bless us with the wealth of 

gold and jewels, wealth of the knowledge of science and technology, and one 

expansive empire of the whole humanity across the globe. Bless us with your grace 
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that we may always be rich, prosperous, righteous and happy. 

 

Agni, lord of light and power, is ever adorable by the saints and scholars of old 

and modern times. May He bless us with divine vision, knowledge and power in this 

world. (Rg. 1, 1, 2) 

 

Comment: -  Lord Supreme, Giver of light and life, Agni adorable for the whole 

humanity, you are worthy of the worship and devotion of the ancient seers, saints and 

learned people and of the scholars and brahmacharis of the present time. The simple 

and the sophisticated, ignorant and the wise, all worship you alone. While we worship 

and adore you, we pray that you bless us with virtues of the highest order so that we 

live with righteousness and joy in the world. You alone we love, you alone we 

worship. 

 

Agni, self-refulgent lord of the universe, high-priest of nature, poetic creator of 

cosmic yajna, wondrous and most resounding, come and bless us with the noblest 

gifts of life. (Rg. 1, 1, 5) 

 

Comment: -  Lord Supreme who see all, creater of all, ever existent and true, 

indestructible, Lord of heavenly powers and virtues, celestial strength and power of 

perception and awareness, heavenly beauty and glory, you are the highest and the 

best. None is equal, none is greater than you. Lord of the Universe, with all your glory 

and light, let your presence shine in our heart. Light the world of humanity and reveal 

your presence so that we and our country partake of the glory and shine. The order 

(empire) of the earth is the Kingdom of God. We are only the children and the 

servants of the Lord and Master. 



 

Agni, life of life, surely you would do good to the person who is generous and 

giving. Dear as the breath of life, this is ever true of your divine nature. (Rg. 1,1,2,1) 

 

Comment: -  O Anga, our friend, one who surrenders his soul to you, you bless with 

practical as well as the ultimate joy. O Angirah, dear as our very life, you are 

committed to your children and devotees to bless them with the highest happiness, 

ananda. It is your very nature to give us all the joys of life. Bless me with the joys of 

the world and the highest happiness of salvation (Moksa). Remove all our suffering 

and give us only joy ever and ever. 

 

Vayu, lord of grace and majesty, come, listen to our prayer, and protect and 

promote these somas vitalized as nectar and adorned in beauty. (Rg. 1, 2, 1.)  

 

Comment: -  Lord of infinite power, Supreme ruler of the world, wondrous beautiful 

to behold, Vayu, bless us with a vision of your glory. We are limited in power but you 

have created the best Soma juice, and whatever else there is, tire best possible that we 

have, and we have prepared it all with our utmost skill and love to be offered to you in 

Yajna. Accept these and bless us. Listen to our prayer, poor and humble though we 

are; and just as a father blesses his child with love when the child makes him a simple 

offering, so be pleased with us and bless us with grace. 
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May Sarasvati, goddess of divine speech, mother knowledge of arts, science 

and divinity, come with gifts of food for the mind and intellect and purify us with the 

light of knowledge. May the mother grace our yajna of arts and sciences and bless us 

with the light divine. (Rg. 1.3.10) 

 

Comment: -  Lord of Speech, master of all knowledge, with your mercy bless us 

with the gift of Sarasvati, the language which contains the knowledge of all the 

Shastras, arts and sciences. Bless us with the best methods of producing the most 

nourishing foods; bless us with that pure and edifying language which contains and 

conveys the true and definite knowledge of science and technology. Bless us with that 

treasure of language which resides with the highest intelligence and which may 

inspire us to know and advance the most valuable secrets of divine and practical 

knowledge of the world as contained in great works of scholarship. We pray for your 

grace, remove our ignorance and help us expand our knowledge to the highest 

possibility. 

 

Friends and comrades in study and meditation, when you have distilled the 

essence of soma, life and spirit present at the heart of things, then sing in praise of 

Indra, closest at hand of things in heaven and earth, and ruler dispenser of the fruits of 

love and desire. (Rg 1, 5, 2) 

 

Comment: - Lord greater than the greatest, Soul Supreme, infinitely good and great, 

you are the destroyer of all the enemies of life. You are the Lord and creator of the 

great varieiy of things of the world. You are the highest and worthiest of our choice 

for worship and you are the giver creator of the highest bliss such as that of Moksa 

(liberation from suffering). You are the origin of the universe since it arises from you. 

You are Lord of the highest powered glory. May we sing in praise of the Lord with 

love springing from the core of our heart. Bless us with grace and love so that we too 

with your kindness advance in honour and prosperity as well as in divine happiness. 



 

For our safety and protection, we invoke and pray to that Lord Ruler of the 

universe, father and controller of the moving and the non-moving world who inspires 

and enlightens our mind and sense so that Pusha, lord of health and growth, beyond 

fear and violence, protector and giver of nourishment be kind and favourable to us for 

our good and for the growth of our knowledge and competence. (Rg. 1, 89, 5) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of all that is, you are the creator of all the moving 

creatures and the non-moving objects of the world. You are the Lord of all 

knowledge, indeed, you are all-knowledge (omniscience) itself. You enlighten the 

intelligence and nurse the life 

 of all living beings. We invoke you for our protection and progress. Ever full of love 

and kindness, you are always protecting and advancing our wealth and knowledge. 

We invoke you for our health and wel l-being so that under your care and protection 

we steadily advance in good work and enjoy the best of happiness. 

 

May the scholars of light and vision favour and protect us with knowledge of 

the seven stages of creation from earth to Prakrti through which Vishnu, lord 

omnipresent, created the universe (of five elements, Virat and Prakriti). (Rg. 1, 22, 16) 

 

Comment: - Men of learning and wisdom, the Lord that is Vishnu, present 

everywhere (Omnipresent), created the seven lokas (planets for the life and habitation 

of living beings) from the earth onward, so that the jivas (souls) could experience the 

fruits of their actions good or evil and al l the objects of creation could have their stay 

there. Look at the variety of the earth, places high and low (such as the mountains and 

the seas). He created the seven, orders of divine poetry and verse, Gayatri, etc., and 

the Vedas which are the treasure-house of all knowledge. May the Lord omnipresent 

protect us with the same power and potential with which he created the seven planets 
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of the universe. Men of learning and wisdom, you also protect and promote us with 

the divine teachings of the Lord. What sort is that Lord Vishnu? He is the one who 

created the universe of various forms. May we always worship Him. 

 

Agni, lord of light and fire, youthful and blazing with mighty glory, save us 

from the destroyers. Protect us from the wicked and the ungenerous. Protect us from 

the cruel and the violent. Protect us from the killers. (Let these negative and 

destructive elements be eliminated.) (Rg. 1, 36, 15) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme that is Agni, who burns all the enemies of life and 

humanity, save and protect us against the wicked, the violent and the evil-minded 

creatures. Protect us from the cunning rascals and the miserly suckers of life's blood. 

Lord of Supreme strength and light, protect us against those who kill or wish to kill. 

Save us, protect us, preserve and advance our life! 

 

Lord of omnipotent force, master of your own essential splendour, you are 

beyond this world of earth and sky. You create the earth, a symbolic measure of your 

power, for the sake of life and protection. You pervade the earth, the waters, the 

regions of bliss and the heavens of light and you are transcendent even beyond.      

(Rg. 1,52, 12.) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of infinite power and glory, present in all space and 

beyond, beating and breaking the mind and courage of the wicked with your power 

and potential, you are ever aware and alert for the protection and advancement of 

humanity and the world. By your grace we know no fear, and in a state of 

fearlessness, we are enjoying all happiness. Having created with your power the earth 

and heaven and the middle region of bliss, you are holding them in order. Present in 



all, you are closest to all. You are the creator, container and measure of the suns, the 

waters and the middle regions, but in yourself you are measureless and unfathomable. 

Grant us the grace and the knowledge of creation and divinity. 

 

 

Know the good, know the evil too, eliminate the wicked, for the sake of the 

man of yajnic action. Ruling over and controlling the lawless, be a source of strength 

and inspiration for the yajamana. May all your actions in yajnas and pious homes be 

for success of the good. This is my prayer and earnest desire. (Rg 1, 51, 8) 

 

Comment: - Lord Omniscient, who know all in reality, know, love and protect the 

people who arc noble in nature and character and act with high degree of knowledge 

and righteousness. Uproot and destroy all the enemies of righleousness-who deny the 

truth; who are robbers, thieves, deceivers, foolish, sensual, selfish and cruel; who are 

disrupters of good and positive acts, given to personal antisocial gains, enemies of 

true knowledge, lovers of unrighteous, and destroyers of the programmes and plans of 

collective progress. Control and correct those who are unprincipled and live under no 

discipline, who violate the planned and progressive stages of education 

(Brahmacharya), family life (grihastha), retirement and renunciation (vanaprastha 

and Sanyasa), who are habitually guilty of violence against the path of truth and 

righteousness and refuse to obey the rules of social and corporate living. Even punish 

them, bring them to book so that they have re-education and live well under discipline 

of the righteous and the law-abiding or eliminate them from society. You inspire the 

soul with strength and confidence, you motivate us to good and noble actions, and you 

dissuade and disengage us from evil. Living in sacred places, knowing your will and 

obeying your commands, I dedicate myself to positive acts of goodness and piety. 

Help me, give me fulfilment, bless me with your grace, and I will suceeed. 
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The heaven and earth approach not His infinite expanse. Nor do the oceans of 

waters and spaces find the end of His universe of glory. Nor can any one rival the 

power and passion of the generosity of this warrior against Vritra, the demon of 

darkness and drought, in matters of the joy of living. Nor has He Himself, sole Lord 

as He is, created any one else, or any other world, like Himself or like the world He 

has created. (Rg. 1. 52. 14) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of infinite power and glory, you are Indra and you wield 

unimaginable grandeur. So expansive is the power and presence of God that no one 

can measure or define His utmost boundary. The lowest and grossest earth cannot 

mark its beginning, the suns, the heavens and tire farthest spaces cannot point to the 

end of it. He is present in and around everything. The oceans of vapours floating in 

vast space and the farthest stars and planets cannot measure the extent of His 

presence. The cloud that beats the earth with torrents of rain and the thunder of 

lightning that roars and rends the skies cannot surpass the strength and power of the 

Lord. Lord Supreme, who can measure you? How can anyone surpass you? You are 

the One unique, with none second or equal. You alone of your own nature and 

essential power have created I he universe. You alone are everywhere in it and 

beyond. How can, then, the objects of the universe, your own creatures, measure and 

surpass the Creator? You never transform yourself into the material world, nor do you 

create the world from your essential self. But you create the worid out of your infinite 

potential (Shakti, Prakrit), and with the same power and potential you sustain the 

universe, and you withdraw the creation into your potential when the universe has run 

its course of time. We pray, bless us with strength and support for all time. 

 

 

Agni, high and great, save us from sin and evil with the gift of intelligence and 

knowledge. Burn up all grabbing and robbing of other’s food and freedom. Help us 

rise to the heights of knowledge, comfort and happiness for a full life. Accept our 

prayer that we may rise to our place among the noble and the brilliant.  

(Rg. 1, 36, 14.) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, present, immanent and transcendent over all, you are 

the highest. With your kindness, help us to rise to heights of good qualities and enable 



us to stay fast on the heights. You are the greatest of the great destroyers of sin and 

evil. Give us the gift of the various knowledge of arts and sciences and save us from 

the sins of ignorance and keep us off from nescience (Avidya). Protect, nurse and 

advance the whole universe (the earth, the living beings and the environment). 

Dispenser of justice and friend and protector of truth, bum our sins such as the 

passions of incontinence (Kama) and anger and destroy all those enemies of ours who 

try to deflect us from the path of virtue. Raise us higher and higher in goodness, virtue 

and intelligence; give us the gifts of knowledge, valour, patience, strength and 

heroism, skill and wealth of various kinds; bless us with humility, empire and the rule 

of law internal and social, right thought and intelligence, right love, and service to the 

nation for its happiness, progress and prosperity. Give us the best of happiness, 

enjoyment, freedom of movement without restriction from one country to another, 

good health, a strong body, pure and strong morale and knowledge of the sciences. 

Bless us with your support so that with good qualities of mind and heart and character, 

and noble wealth of knowledge we are given a place among the learned and the wise 

sagely people and among them we always shine with honour and respect. 

 

Heaven, the region of light, the lord of light, is eternal, imperishable. Akasha, 

i.e., the sky region is eternal. Mother is eternal. The father is eternal. The son is 

eternal. All the divinities of nature and humanity are eternal. The five orders of 

society are eternal. All that is born is eternal. All that is being born and will be born is 

eternal.  

 

Note: - Eternal, imperishable, permanent: these terms are to be understood in the 

context of Vedic philosophy, and not in the context of daily life. Things are eternal in 

two ways: essentially and existentially. God, i.e., Ishvara/Brahma, jiva/ the soul, and 

Prakrti, these are eternal essentially. They are there when the universe is created and 

they remain after the life of one creation is over at the time of pralaya, annihilation. 

But the things that come into existence at the time of creation, such as light, sun, sky, 

air, water, earth, human and other forms of life, human relations such as father, 

mother, son, daughter, classes of people etc., go out of existence to annihilation at the 

time of pralaya. And yet, at the time of the next creation, they come into existence 

again. Thus they come into existence and go out of existence, and this flow of 



26 

 

existence-non existence continues for all time, eternally. This flow is eternal. This 

flow is called Pravaha. These things are eternal in relation to this flow of existence. 

They are eternal existencially. The three, God, soul and Prakrti (nature) are eternal 

essentially. (Rg. 1, 89, 10) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, irresistible through past, present and future, ever 

indestructible, self-luminous— eternal light and knowledge itself, you are the 

unchangeable sole presiding Deity (God) of the universe. You are the Lord who bless 

the souls in the state of Moksa (total and ultimate freedom) with unperishable joy and 

honour in your presence. You are our father, creator and supporter-—eternal and 

indestaictible. You are the saviour, protector and purifier of all the learned and 

virtuous people who are keen for salvation, saving them from the suffering that is hell. 

You are the Lord of heavenly powers and attributes such as the creation, sustenance, 

support and destruction ol the world. You are the eternal, indestructible Soul 

Supreme, creator of the five vital airs/energies {pranas) which support the life of the 

world, you are also known by the five names of energy -Prana, apana, vyana, udana 

and samana. You are the sole intelligent omniscient Lord, always existent but 

sometimes manifest (during creation) and sometimes unmanifest (hidden in the 

darkness of annihilation— pralaya). The same eternal Lord, you are the cause of the 

birth of the Universe, no one else. 

 

Note: - The names such as Diva are names of other things also, but here they have 

been interpreted as names of God only. This should be taken as based on proper 

authority. 

 

May God, Lord Omniscient, Varuna, lord of justice and worthy of our 

intelligent choice, Mitra, lord of universal friendship, and the man of knowledge, 

wisdom and divine vision bless us with a natural simple and honest way of living. 

May Aryama, lord of justice and dispensation, bless us with a straight way of living 

without pretence. May He, lord of love who loves us and whom we love bless us with 

the company of noble, generous and brilliant people in humanity, and may He grant us 

the benefit of such generous powers of nature. (Rg. 1, 90, 1) 

 



Comment: - Lord Supreme, Sovereign ruler of all the powers of the Universe, with 

your kindness and grace give us the special, simple and pure qualities of character 

such as sweetness and refinement and the ethical and regal philosophy of great 

emperors of the world. You are Varuna being the best and highest. Give us the best 

rule, higher knowledge and higher policy of governance. You are Mitra, friend of all, 

free front enmity. Bless us with a masterly sense of justice in the midst of many 

friends. You are the Supreme Lord of knowledge. Give us the knowledge of truth, 

policy and polity so that we always may deserve the right to free and sovereign 

government. You are Aryama, Yamaraja, who do justice without favour or prejudice. 

You are thejust dispenser of the fruits of right and wrong, virtue and vice for all the 

souls in the world. Make us just in our lives and give us strength to accept your 

justice. Grant us the grace of love, superior qualities of body, mind and soul, and the 

company of the learned and the wise so that, with all these virtues, we love you and 

enjoy the bliss of your presence. Lord of Mercy, help us, support us, give us a sense of 

right and justice, so that we may advance and prosper in self-rule. 

 

Soma, you are the lord and ruler of the ultimate and essential reality of 

existence. You are the ruler and controller of the negativities of existence and a 

breaker of the clouds of rain. You are the ultimate good and kind father, lord of yajna, 

omniscient, giver of knowledge, creator of knowledge and yajna. (Rg 1. 91. 5) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, master of truth and reality, ruler of the world, you are 

Soma, all peace at heart, closest to all, knower of every tiling in the essence, and ruler 

of the universe. You are Vrtraha, maker, mover and destroyer of the clouds. 

Goodness, Beauty and Grace itself, you are the doer of all good and giver of all bliss. 

You are the creator of the whole universe, you alone, none else. 
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Soma, ruler of life and nature, you are the all round protector of ours against all 

sin and evil. No friend and devotee of yours under your divine protection ever suffers. 

He never perishes. (Rg. 1, 91, 8) 

 

Comment: - Lord ruler of the universe, Soma, protect us from all those who, among 

us, are sinful or wish to do evil. If somebody is your red friend, dedicated to you, he is 

never never lost or destroyed. With your help and grace, under your care and 

protection, we shall never have an iota ol fear or suffering. If someone is your friend 

and you are his friend, how can such a person suffer any pain or fear? 

 

Heroic souls of vision realise the supreme presence of Vishnu in their soul as 

they see the light of the sun in heaven. (Rg. 1, 22, 20) 

  

Comment: - Men of learning and wisdom, keen on freedom and liberation (Moksa), 

the pious, righteous and self- controlled scholars who wish all well, cherish, watch 

and see in reality the supreme presence of God who is all-pervasive (Vishnu). That 

presence is the highest reality of all existence worth knowing and worth attaining. 

Once the soul of a person gets there, it stays there in divine bliss and doesn't for ages 

and ages return from there to come back to a slate of suffering. Just as the light of the 

sun pervades in the sky, just as the light of the eye travels and pervades in space, so 

does the presence of God pervade the whole universe, all calm and somnely ?That 

supreme presence of the Lord is our supreme goal. Only by attaining that does a 

person get divine happiness and freedom from suffering, not otherwise. Therefore we 

should always try to rise and attain the grace of God. 

 

May your weapons be strong and steady to drive off the enemy, and strong and 



firm to stem the onslaught. May your forces be admirably intelligent and resourceful. 

Let the cunning and wicked people have nothing such. (Rg. 1, 22, 2.) 

 

Comment: - The Lord blesses all the jivas (Souls, i.e., human beings) May your 

weapons—guns, rifles, bows and arrows, swords and rapiers—be strong in top 

condition. For what purpose? To defeat your enemies so that no wicked enemy may 

cause you suffering and humiliation. May your defence forces, strong and efficient, 

able to resist and contain the onslaught of the enemy, overthrow the enemy and win 

the praise and admiration of the world so that no one may even think of attacking you. 

The unjust and the unfair never deserve the blessings of the Lord. The strength and 

national honour of the wicked and the sinful, void of devotion to God, never 

increases. May such people and such nation be defeated. Brothers, come together. Let 

us wipe out our suffering and please God to grant us victory so that our enemies may 

never grow. 

 

Watch the creation and actions of Vishnu. Thence the souls know and observe 

the law and discipline of their existence. Vishnu is the friend and constant companion 

of the soul. (Rg. 1. 22. 19.) 

 

Comment: - Ye people of the world, behold the wonders of God, Vishnu who is 

omnipresent in the universe-the creation of the world, its continuance and 

maintenance, and the destruction of it ! What is the basis on which we should say that 

these are the acts of God? We observe the vows such as celibacy (Brahmacharya). We 

observe the discipline of speaking the truth. We follow the laws of our life and the 

universe. We live in a body which is beautiful. We got this body by His grace. We 

observe the rules and laws of discipline because being inside us, He inspires us. So the 

creation, maintenance and destruction of the world also are the wonders of God's 

work. Living in the human body and blessed with the organs of sense, the soul is the 

doer of actions and the sufferer of the results of action. We act and suffer because God 

is witJhin us. Indeed, He alone is our real and ultimate friend. Beyond God and other 

than God, none can be a real friend of ours. Therefore we should always remain 

dedicated to Him as our deaiest and closest friend. 
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Lord of wealth, honour, power and excellence, treasure home of glory and 

grandeur, throw off the enemies far away. Give us the wealth of life. Give us the 

knowledge and awakenment for good living. Be our saviour and protector in the strife 

of existence which is otherwise too great for us. Be the promoter of all friendly forces. 

(Rg. 5, 32, 25) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of power and glory, Maghavan, Indra, defeat all our 

enemies. Giver most generous of nature, provide for us the wealth of the whole earth. 

Lord of wealth, you alone are the protector and promoter of us all, our friends and our 

defence forces. We are your children, dear Lord. Know this. Lord of all, when you are 

our protector, then we shall be blest with victory in every field. There is absolutely no 

doubt in this. 

 

May our honour and glory and our praise and approbation prevailing around be 

for our good and well being. May our law and order for social sustenance and our 

wealth and honour be for peace and well being. May our honour and respect for true 

Dharma and law and for the proper pursuit of Dharma and law in effective governance 

and administration be for our joy and prosperity for the good life. And may our law 

and justice of universal value and fair application be for our good and well being in 

peace. (Rg. 7. 35. 2) 

 

Comment: - Lord of the Universe, may you and your gift of wealth and honour be 

auspicious and beneficial for us. Bless us all that we may always have soothing words 

of appreciation. Lord of the world, your presence, air, energy and all our wealth be 

full of bliss and happiness for us. That praise and appreciation, arising from our 

dedication to truth, righteousness, spiritual discipline and control of the mind and 

senses, may be full of peace and happiness for us. Lord of justice and master of 



infinite power as you are, be gracious and give us all the good and blessedness of 

peace and joy. 

 

Agni, you are adorable in sacred congregations, the one patient, challenging and 

victor power, and pioneer and leader of non-violent yajnic programmes of creation 

and production in humanity. (Rg. 8, 11, 2) 

 

Comment: - Lord Omniscient, Agni, you alone are ever worthy of praise and 

adoration, no one else. You alone are worthy of invocation and praise in our yajnas 

(acts of charity and social productivity) and in our battles of life. He who gives you up 

and takes to the worship of material objects never meets with success in yajhas and 

battles of life. You are destroyer of hoards of life's enemies and saviour of good 

people. You alone are the warrior on chariot in all the creative acts of goodness and 

defensive acts of war. You are the victor over the warriors of our enemies, and for this 

reason we shall never suffer any defeat in life. 

 

May Indra, ruling lord of the world, Varuna, the ocean and the world’s powers 

of judgement and discrimination, Mitra, the sun and our brilliant friends, Agni, cosmic 

fire and the leaders, Apah, spatial waters and our people of holy action, and the herbs 

and trees of the earth, all brilliant and inspiring, be favourable and generous. May we, 

we pray, live close under the protection of the best of human world and nature. O 

divine powers of nature and humanity, protect, preserve and promote us with all good 

fortune and well being of life all round, all ways, all time. (Rg. 7, 34, 25) 

 

Comment: -  Lord of life and power, under your dispensation, may the sun, the 

moon, the air, the fire, the water, the trees and vegetation of the forests be for our 

good and happiness. Lord protector, while we live in the lap of the winds and energies 
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of nature, may we, by your grace, always enjoy peace, comfort and happiness. Protect 

us with all kinds of safety and security in life. May we never come to any harm. 

 

Indra, you are the omniscient poet and visionary of the universe, all seer, eternal 

and first manifestation of existence in creation, sole one and absolute ruler of the 

universe by your might and majesty, and you love to give wealth, honour and 

excellence with highest joy to humanity. (Rg. 8, 6, 41.) 

 

Comment: - Lord of the world, Spirit Omniscient, Sole and Unique father of the 

fore-fathers of us all since the dawn of creation, you are the sole Lord of infinite 

power remaining even after the annihilation of the world (Pralaya). Indra, king of 

kings of the Universe, giver of all wealth and prosperity, immensely kind and merciful 

as you are by nature, may your bounty and charity flow for ever for the benefit of your 

devotees. 

 

No good here for friends of evil, no possibility of escape, no appeasement. But 

for the cow, the lands, literature and culture, for the milch cow, for creative and 

productive forces, for the brave warriors and philanthropists of renown, for all these, 

yes, all good, all safe, all opportunities. Sinless are your protections, unfailing your 

safeguards. (Rg. 8, 47, 12) 

 

Comment: - Lord of the Universe, never allow the wicked, the violent and the evil-

minded to have any peace and comfort in this world. May those who act against 

Dharma and righteousness never have comfort and joy. May those who live by the 



sinful and assist them never come to any good and comfort. We pray that the evil and 

the cruel may never enjoy any peace or joy because if they do, no one will have 

interest and faith in Dharma (righteousness and truth). Grant joy and comfort only to 

the righteous and the truthful. May our organs of perception and action be under 

control, sensitive and healthy. May our cows be healthy and yield plenty of milk. May 

our children be brave, our servants be fearless, our rulers, administrators and 

financiers be blessed with knowledge, science and plenty and prosperity of material 

goods and honour. May they all enjoy righteous and undisturbed peace, comfort and 

security. Lord protector of all, you are the real and ultimate protector of all of these. 

Those who are blest with protection and security in your lap of love and affection will 

always come to good and they alone will enjoy the highest happiness. Others not. 

 

Agni, you are the shelter home of all, lord protector and ruler of the world’s 

wealth, blissful, refulgent lord of kindness and love. We pray let us be under the 

protection of your goodwill. (Rg. 8, 44, 24) 

 

Comment: - Supreme Soul, you are Vasu as the whole universe exists in you and 

you are present in it. You are Vasupati since you are Lord of the planets such as the 

earth where all the living beings reside. Lord Agni, self-existent in the joy of your 

omniscience, indeed, self-existent and self-luminous light itself, you are Bliss Itself 

and the giver of joy to all the creatures of the world. You are Vibhavasu, self-

illuminant truth of the highest value of the universe. Lord Supreme, we pray that we 

may be firmly established in the highest awareness of your presence in bliss and live 

together as one human family in mutual love and respect. 

 

May we abide in the pleasure and good will of Vaishvanara Agni, ruler of 

humanity and indeed the spirit and vitality of all life on earth. The ruling power, for 
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sure, is the order, beauty and grace of the world, the real wealth and life of existence. 

Born of the original cause, Prakrti, and manifesting here, this Agni shows this world 

and acts in unison with the sun and prana. (Rg. 1, 98, 1) 

 

Comment: - All human beings, know ye all that the Lord God is the ruler of us all 

and of the whole world. He is the Lord of all the regions and He is the giver of joy, 

beauty and grace to all. He is the leader and guide of all human beings living in the 

world. Existing in the Sun, He is the giver of light. Indeed, all the shining stars have 

been created by Him. Let us have the vision of that Lord sublime of eternal light and 

have the awareness of His perfect knowledge. Let us be happy and experience the joy 

of His bliss. Lord Supreme, controller of all great powers of the world, give us the 

grace, grant us our hope and prayer. 

 

The end of whose power and potential, neither divinities, nor the mind and 

sense and imagination of any one, nor the human mortals, nor even the realised souls 

reach and comprehend, that Indra pervades and, with his subtle and mysterious 

omnipotence, transcends heaven and earth. May he, lord of Maruts, be our protector 

and saviour. (Rg. 1, 100, 15) 

 

Comment: - God is the Lord of infinite power, indeed He is infmite power and 

intelligence itself. Ordinary mortals, even the most learned people with their senses 

and intelligence can never comprehend His power and intelligence. Nor can the Suns, 

universal mind, waters in space, cosmic energy, the winds and oceans can ever reach 

the farthest expanse of His existence. But He is clearly and brilliantly present in all of 

them and infinitely exceeds them. He is thus immanent and transcendent. God, that 

Lord of infmite power, holds and sustains the earths and the regions of light, counters 

the negative forces of the world and sustains the universe with His cosmic dynamics 

of existence. May the same Lord Indra of infinite power and glory protect us for all 

time, ever sustain us, and advance us in life. 

26 

The Book of Prayer 



 

For the sake of Jatavedas Agni, lord omnipresent and omniscient of creation, 

we love and respect the abundant things of the world and, in a spirit of thanks to Him, 

distil every drop of soma joy from it. Indeed, He burns off the easy wealth of those 

who are jealous, hateful, ungrateful and wasteful. Just as a boatman helps us cross the 

river by boat, so does the omnipresent lord help us cross all the evils and the most 

difficult problems of life. (Rg. 1, 99, 1) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, you are Jataveda, knower of all that exists in creation, 

being present everywhere. Omnipresent, known as felt by the learned, you are lord of 

tiie wealth of creation and infinite lord of knowledge. Our dearest and most cherished 

wealth and virtues, all is offered and dedicated to you. Lord of mercy for the good, 

bum and destroy the wealth and power and evil means of all the enemies of goodness 

and righteousness in the world. May the evil ones, under the fear of your judgment, 

give up their wickedness and change into good and virtuous people. Help us to 

conquer all unbearable suffering and come to lasting happiness. Just as a boat helps 

man to cross a turbulent river or the deep ocean, so help us, Lord, to cross our terrible 

suffering born of sin and lead us soon to the highest joy and real happiness in tins very 

life and later in the state of liberation, Moksa. 

 

Indra is the wielder of the force of the thunderbolt, destroyer of the wicked, 

fierce, passionate, knowledgeable of a hundred things and problems, versatile with a 

hundred plans and policies, mighty, concentration of the force of armies as the centre 

of yajna congregations, manager of all the five communities with his power and 

intelligence. May be, commander of the Maruts, he our ruler and protector for 

freedom and progress. (Rg. 1, 100, 12) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, destroyer of evil, benefactor of the good and noble 
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people and promoter of positive tilings of existence, you wield unbreakable strength 

and power, a very thunderbolt of justice to protect good and destroy evil. You are thus 

the destroyer of evil and wickedness. You are a terror to those who give up the path of 

justice and violate your command of right living. You are the master of infinite 

knowledge and virtues. You are the giver of innumerable tilings, you shine in the light 

of your infinite knowledge and you illuminate the heart and mind of all your devotees. 

Great lord of infinite power and force, it is impossible for the greatest force of the 

world to overcome and conquer you. You are the creator and master of five pranas, 

the five kinds of cosmic energy working in every thing and all living beings in the 

universe. You are the originator, mover and controller of all the currents of energy and 

the winds. Lord of power, be kind and merciful, save and support us so that we do not 

fall a prey to evil and defeat. 

 

 

Indra, Lord of infinite acts of creative yajna and joyous fulfilment, fulfil our 

noble desires and ambitions with cows and horses, health of mind and senses and the 

fastest modes of motion and attainment. Pious, thoughtful and meditative, we worship 

you alone. (Rg 1, 16, 9) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of infinite dynamics of the universe, attainable by 

innumerable acts of sacrifice and knowledge, you are the doer of infinite acts of 

creation. Generous and powerful as you are, grant us fulfilment with success in all our 

projects. Give us health with efficient organs ol sense and action. Give us healthy 

cows, swift horses and other animals. Give us the knowledge of breeding and rearing 

healthy animals. Give us intelligence and wisdom so that we may worship you in the 

right manner. We know in faith that none except you can help us to success and 

fulfilment. We pray to you, to none else. Those who worship and pray to anyone else 

come to no success, they come to grief. 



 

Soma, lord of health and well-being, we praise, celebrate and extol you in the 

words we know, which describe your virtues and powers. Harbinger of peace and 

well-being, come and be with us. (Rg. 1, 91, 11) 

 

Comment: - Lord Creator of the universe, Soma, we adore you as the Supreme 

Existence, blest as we are with language and the Veda and all other works of 

knowledge and wisdom. As you provide your children with comfort, joy and 

happiness, we pray that you may with your mercy and grace reveal your presence and 

radiance of knowledge in our heart. 

 

Soma, come and abide with pleasure in our heart, and let us be at peace with 

delight at heart as cows are in the fields of rich barley and humans are at peace in 

security in their own homes. (Rg. 1, 91, 13) 

 

Comment: - Soma, Lord ot the Universe and gracious giver of comfort, joy and 

bliss, come and enlighten our heart with your divine presence. Just as the light rays of 

the sun fill the space, as the mind of the scholar is engaged with his subject of interest, 

as cows and other animals love the grass, so fill our heart with your love and presence. 

Just as a person loves his home and is absorbed in it, so make our heart your sacred 

abode and illumine our soul with your divine light. Give us the vision of your 

omniscience, enlighten us with knowledge of various kinds and grant us divine 

happiness. 

 

 

Soma, you are the giver and promoter of pranic vitality. You are the destroyer 

of disease. You are the lord giver of the wealth of good health and growth with 

nourishment. You are a good friend. Come and be with us. (Rg. 1, 91, 12.) 
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Comment: - O pious souis, devotees of God, the Lord Supreme whom we love and 

worship is the giver and promoter of our people, our wealth and prosperity, our state 

and our nation and the country. He is the giver of health and happiness as he destroys 

the ailments of our body, senses and mind. He knows the places of life's habitation 

such as the earth and other planets. He is omniscient and blesses us with all kinds of 

knowledge. He promotes the health and strength of our body, senses, mind and soul. 

He is the real and abiding friend of all. Let us all pray that He, the creator of the entire 

world, be kind and merciful and grant us the gil t of His love and friendship. Let us 

too be friends of all other creatures, and let all living beings and the human family live 

in mutual trust, love and friendship. 

 

 

Agni, lord omnipresent of universal face and all-seeing eye, you are the lord 

supreme over all the worlds. Lord of light and fire, burn off our sins and let us shine 

pure and powerful. (Rg. 1, 97, 6.) 

 

Comment: - Soul Supreme, Lord of light, knowledge and energy, Agni, you are 

present in every nook and comer of this vast universe. So you have an infinite number 

of faces as you see ail round and every-where. Lord of universal vision, you reveal 

your presence and your knowledge in the core of the heart of every soul everywhere 

and always. That direct spiritual revelation is your mouth that speaks directly to the 

soul. Lord of mercy, may the sin in our heart be destroyed by your presence and its 

revelation, so that, sinless, pure and pious, we dedicate ourselves in obedience and 

adoration to your presence and the righteous ways of life be revealed by you. 

 

 

 

O grateful and dynamic people, serve and worship Him, Agni, first and highest 



of existence, invoked and loved with homage through yajna, visualised and realised 

through vision and discrimination, manifested in energy and products of energy, 

sustainer of all and inspiring all with knowledge. Devas, divinities of nature and 

nobilities of humanity, hold on to Him and bear on the fire of yajna from generation to 

generation, universal giver as He is. (Rg. 1, 96, 3) 

 

Comment: - All human beings of the earth, worship and adore the One Supreme 

Lord of light and knowledge, Agni. He existed before this universe was created. He is 

the original cause and creator of all that is. He is the creator and promoter of all 

constructive and productive activities of the world. Men of the world, know Him and 

be with His presence. Invoke His presence in you with humility and obedience, Him 

whom the scholars and sages know and realize through scientific and philosophical 

knowledge and yogaic vision. He is the sustainer, maintainer, nourisher and holder of 

earth and the entire universe. He is the prime mover of the universe. He gives it 

energy and He reveals the knowledge of it to human beings. The scholars, saints and 

sages call Him Agni, Lord of light, energy and knowledge and Him they hold in their 

heart and soul. He is the giver of the means of living, food, water and knowledge. 

Surrender to Hun, worship and obey Him alone, none else. 

 

Him, the battles of defence inspire for victory of the brave. Him, the people 

elevate to the status of the protector of peace and prosperity. He, unique among all, 

rules the projects of love and cooperation among the people. May he, commander of 

the Maruts, be our leader and protector for peace and progress. (Rg 1, 100, 7) 

 

 

Comment: - Ye men, worship and adore the one Lord, Supreme Lord Indra, 

surrender and pray to Him and you will be blessed with ample strength and infinite 

protection. In the battle of life, He will give us the qualities of heroism, mutual love 

and support. He will give us the protection ol His very presiding presence. Fighters in 

the field of life, take only Him as the supporter and protector of your safety and 

efficiency so that we never have to face failure and defeat. There is only one and no 

other who showers his kindness and generosity on the world. May that one Lord of 

energy and power, strength and wind, guardian of our forces with His own powers, 
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protect us so that we are never defeated but are blest with victory. 

 

With the ancient and eternal poetry of omniscience and from the eternal cause, 

He, the lord of light, creates these children of Manus, men of thought and vision. And 

with the brilliant light of the sun, he creates the regions of light and waters and others 

such as the earth. The devas, divinities of nature and the noblest of humanity, hold on 

to him and bear on the fire of yajna from generation to generation, universal giver as 

He is. (Rg. 1, 96, 2.) 

 

Comment: - In the beginning, there was only the first, original and eternal Lord of 

truth and infinite powers and virtues. Nothing created was there. At the dawn, that 

God, the one and only one, light and knowledge Itself by nature, created the creatures 

of the world. With intention to create (the thought of creation) and His powers of 

omniscience, etc., He created the Vedas, treasure of true knowledge, human beings, 

thoughtful and intelligent, animals, trees and vegetation and all other things. The 

mutual relations of humans and animals also were created by Him for the business of 

the world. For intelligent people, He alone is worthy of worship. He alone created the 

bright sun and other stars which give light to all other objects; He created the regions 

of beauty and exceptional happiness (S varga) in the middle space; He created the 

regions of middle character, planets such as the earth, and the lowest regions of 

suffering (Naraka). Indeed, He alone created the stars that we see and all other 

(unseen) regions of the universe. The Lord creator is existent, intelligent and blissful 

by nature. He is the giver of light and knowledge and all the wealth of the world. 

Saints and sages of learning and wisdom call Him Agni. We should worship Him 

only. 

 

 

Indra, let us win the prizes of life with your help. In every battle and in every 

contest, keep our selected part and our deserved prize safe. Indra, lord of wealth and 



power, let the treasures of life be reachable and make the way to them straight and 

simple. Lord of power and force, break down the storms of enemy power for us.  

(Rg. 1, 102, 4) 

 

Comment: - Soul Supreme, Indra of infinite power and glory, may we in your 

presence, under your protection and with your blessings, win over the forces that are 

our enemies. What sort of enemy? The one that is besieged by our strength and power. 

Lord Supreme of the ruling powers of the earth, be kind and gracious and in every 

field of action protect and promote our strength and fighting forces of action in the 

best manner so that never in any field of battle do we lose morale and never do we 

feel frustrated and defeated. They always win success who enjoy your blessings and 

support. Lord of power and glory, origin and master of all the wealth of the world 

break and destroy the might and powers of our enemies of life. Bless us with the 

kingdom of the earth and bring us the wealth of the world. Grant us the favour of your 

grace and mercy so that the kingdom of tlie earth and liie wealth of humanity may be 

ever on the increase. 

 

 

Indra is the lord ruler, controller and sustainer of all the moving and breathing 

universe. He is the first, creator manifestive in expanding space who created the mind 

and senses and the moving earths for the living creatures. He is the lord of law and 

justice who throws down the wicked to the darkest caverns. We invoke and pray to 

Indra, lord of Maruts, for our protection and support as his dear ones and friends.  

(Rg. 1, 101, 5) 

 

Comment: - All men of the earth, God is the Supreme ruler of the world, animate 

and inanimate. He maintains and nourishes all living beings. He exists eternally. He 

existed before the creation of the universe. He ordained the law that the riches of the 

earth are for the learned and the wise who will rule the world. God, the Lord of power 

and glory, beats down the robbers and even eliminates them. Come you all, brothers 

and friends, join together in love and invoke Hint happily and enthusiastically to bless 

us with His love and friendship. He is kind and merciful, and He will grant us His 

love and friendship. No doubt in it at all. 
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Rudra, be kind to us, be good and give us peace, comfort and good health. We 

do homage to you, leader and protector of the brave, with oblations and salutations. 

The peace and freedom which Manu, father guardian of humanity, procured and 

secured for us, may we, we pray, attain under your kind guidance and discipline.  

(Rg. 1, 114, 2) 

 

Comment: - Lord of Terror, God of the universe, beating down the wicked and 

driving them away crying and howling, give us peace, comfort and joy in security. 

Destroyer of the brave among the enemies of mankind, we invoke you and pray in all 

humility, give us protection against the wicked. Lord of Terror, Rudra, you arc our 

father and guardian, grant peace and comfort to our people. Eradicate sickness and 

disease from our society. Just as a venerable father loves his children as a family in 

various ways, so love us and sustain us. Lord of terrible power and glory, give us 

strength and will to obey your commandments, to pursue fair and noble policies of life 

and to attain one world cummunity and government. Grant us your mercy, give us the 

grace and your blessings. 

36 

The Book of Prayer 

 

Holding the world like the brilliant sun, ruling over the heart like a sincere 

friend, he closely abides by the earth. The people of the state live together in unison 

like young and brave children of the house living together in a blessed home. The 

women are pure and worthy of praise like wives dedicated to the husband. Such is the 

leader. (Rg. 1, 73, 3.) 

 

Comment: - Dear learned brothers, Lord God is blazing with divine light like a 

cosmic sun in and out of the universe. Having created the world with the stars such as 



the sun and planets such as the eardi, He holds them in order and yields die power diat 

sustains them. He holds, controls and maintains the force of universal gravitation 

which keeps the balance of the cosmos in unison. He is the best friend and most 

loving ruler of the world who protects and promotes the welfare of His children. He 

and none else is die guardian of our human family. Those who love and obey Him live 

in peace and joy. Just as the children live happy and fearless in the father's house, 

similarly the devoted and loving children of God live in His world in joy and comfort. 

They worship the formless Divine present everywhere sincerely with single-minded 

devotion exactly as a faithful wife, a woman of noble virtues, nurses and serves her 

husband with love and dedication of her body, mind and soul. Brothers and sisters of 

die world, let us come together in love and worship the only one God of the universe 

and, with His grace, live in the highest joy. 

 

May the word of truth abide by me and protect and sustain me all round all 

time: That Sun, light of the world, is the presence in which the heavens of light and 

the green earth abide, days and nights arise and expand, wherein the other worlds 

abide and all else moves and abides, wherein all dynamics of the universe abide and 

move day and night, wherein the sun rises every morning for all time in the existential 

world. (Rg. 10, 37, 2) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, protector of all, your authority and commands which 

we obey may guard and sustain us in all ways and may keep us away from unholy acts 

so well that we may not even desire to do evil (adharma) and violate dharma. May 

your protection give us holy joy and guard us against suffering. The higher regions of 

space where shine the suns and stars of light marking the days and nights in your 

creation, may be free from all disturbance. Protect us, Lord, from the dangers of 

space. The world of creation follows your will and law and then recedes into 

annihilation (pralaya). Protect us, Lord, there and in that time too. And when this 

world, with your will and law wakes up and moves into existence, then too protect 

and save us from all suffering. Whatever and whoever acts against the world and 

causes suffering, counter and destroy that. The cycle of creation, sustenance and 

destruction of the world follows your will and law, so no evil force can do anything 

against you. You brilliantly shine in the world with your presence everywhere. With 
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your grace, illumine our heart and shine there so that the darkness of our ignorance is 

destroyed. 

 

 Agni, lord of light and peace, you are the divinest of divinities, a friend of 

friends most wonderful. You are the shelter of shelters for all and the treasure of all 

treasures. In your vastest and supreme order of yajnic existence, we pray, we may 

enjoy perfect peace of mind and soul. May we never face any suffering or misery 

under your rule of friendship, gracious as you are. (Rg. 1, 94, 13) 

 

Comment: - Ye all brothers and sisters of the world, know what the Supreme Lord 

is like so that we may worship Him aright. Lord Supreme of the Universe, Agni, you 

are the greatest Lord of light and knowledge, greater than all others who know and 

enjoy your bliss of no highest order. You are the one ultimate saviour and a real friend 

who give us all kinds of happiness. You are the creator and sustainer of planets such 

as the earth where the living beings find a safe heaven for rest. Your presence 

enlightens and enlivens all our creative activities (Yajnas) and lends diem beauty and 

grace. Lord Supreme, help us to be stead-fast in this vast and blissful world of yours 

in tire noblest works, friend as you are, friends as we are. May we never come to any 

suffering. With your grace, guard us against falling off from the love of ail living 

beings. May we all live in mutual love and faith. 

 

Indra, destroy us not, deliver us not unto aliens. Deprive us not of our cherished 

dreams and desires. Lord of great action and power, wealth and honour, destroy not 

the future in the womb. Neglect not those who deserve, let them not be lost in 

oblivion. Alienate not our brethren, descendents and traditions. (Rg. 1, 104, 8) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of power and glory, Indra, give us the grace that we may 



never fall off from you—falling off from you is death. Save us from death. Forsake us 

not. Give us and protect for us the best and dearest gifts of life against loss. May the 

foetuses in the wombs of the mothers never be miscarried, let them mature. Lord of all 

the powers of nature, God omnipotent, protect our children upto full life, may they 

never meet premature death. Protect our beautiful golden wares, let us never be 

deprived. Protect and support our dearest friends who are simple-hearted and closest 

to our soul. Forsake them not, deprive us not. Bless us with happy children, faithful 

friends, joy and prosperity and, above all, your love and grace. 

 

 

Rudra, lord of mercy and justice, frustrate not our great men, saints and 

scholars, and our seniors. Strike not our children. Slay-not our youth. Kill not the fetus 

in the womb. Kill not our father, nor our mother. Hurt not our lovely bodies, nor hurt 

our beloved wives. (Rg. 1, 114, 7) 

 

 

Rudra, lord eternal of mercy and justice, strike not our baby, nor our child. Snap 

not our life short. Kill not our cows, nor horses. If ever you feel angry for our 

trespasses, forgive, we pray, strike not our brave. With our hands raised in prayer with 

holy offerings, we always invoke you and pray for kindness and grace. (Rg. 1, 114, 8) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, Dispenser of justice and punishment, Rudra, destroyer 

of evil and the wicked, bless us with your kindness and grace. Help and support with 

good health our fathers and seniors advanced in age, experience and knowledge. Let 

them not be strained and broken under the burden of life. Protect our babies, our 

young and virile sons and mature daughters, and the foetuses in the womb. Let them 

not lose their life. Let not our father, mother, and our healthy body suffer any 

violence. 
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Bless with our youngest, middle and eldest children with full age, protect our cows 

and horses, the brave warriors of our defence and those who are faithfully performing 

yajha. Be not angry, subject them not to displeasure. Lord Rudra, Soul Supreme, we 

always invoke you and pray, protect our children and property and advance us in 

prosperity. 

 

Shakuni, poet of power and homage to Indra, like the Sama-singer in yajna, 

you sing the songs of ecstasy. Like the disciple of a Vedic scholar Brahamana, you 

sing in homage to the lord in holy rites. Like a virile and passionate bull approaching 

youthful females, speak to us with enthusiasm of all round good things. All round, 

speak to us of noble and blissful things. (Rg. 2, 43, 2) 

 

Shakuni, poet of power and imagination, while speaking, speak to us of good. 

Silent and sitting, enlighten our mind with noble thoughts. While flying on the wings 

of imagination, you speak of the way you do good. Let us then, blest with good and 

brave children, sing songs of high praise for the lord. (Rg. 2, 43, 3) 

 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of power and glory, the verses of Sama axe your song 

vibrating in infinite space. Illumine our heart with the light of knowledge and let it 

vibrate with the ecstacy of your love in song. Just as a learned sage sings the verses in 

a Yajna, so do you expand our soul with the music of the verses and illumine their 

truth and meaning in our intelligence. You reveal in ecstasy the prize-knowledge of
lhe

 

sciences of nature, sing of us and to us also. Just as a sagely scholar of the Vedas, 

knowing the secrets of nature, speaks of the manifold realities of life, so you too grant 



us the grace of knowledge and spiritual light. You are the strongest, the fastest, the 

most powerful and the most generous as you bless us with plenty of everything. You 

rain down on the earth the wealth of the world and bless mankind with showers of 

light and knowledge. You never withdraw your kindness, love and grace, continue to 

pour your favours on us all. Bless us with the finest children and with devotion and 

dedication so that we sing songs 01 gratitude to you. Lord of all power and potential, 

reveal to us the secrets of happiness and bliss, goodness and prosperity. Reveal your 

will and command so that we never entertain any thoughts of evil. Lord Benefactor of 

all, teach us to be good and pious to act in faith. May all do good and be righteous. Let 

none think of evil, let none do sin. 

 

Lord of the Universe, speak to our soul of the highest good, spiritual salvation and 

freedom (Moksa) beyond all the possible pleasures of the world. Lord immanent of 

the smallest particle and present in the deepest recesses ol the heart, bless us within in 

silence and give us the knowledge and vision of your presence. Dwell in our heart as 

in a home and let us feel there your vision and divinity. Leading us into piety of action 

and conduct, speak to us of dutiful actions, show us the path of righteousness, help us 

to the * noblest achievement, and you dissuade us from evil actions and wickedness. 

We hear the divine voice: Work is worship, give it not up. The good and brave 

warriors of the world fight the battles of goodness against the negative forces of life. 

They do so through collective acts of knowledge and righteousness for all the living 

creatures (Yajnas) of the world. They listen to your voice, pray to you, and worship 

you. They dedicate themselves to you, doing good to all humanity and thus they serve 

your empire of the world. May they all enjoy your grace and bliss. 

 

End of Section-I 
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Section-II 
 

Verses From Yajurveda  

Aum 
(Salutations to the Lord Supreme Soul of the Universe!) 

 

¨

 

May the lord Self-existent, Self-refulgent, all blissful, dearest of all, destroyer of 

sufferings, giver of the freedom of bliss, protect and promote us both, speaker and his 

listener, teacher and disciple, writer and reader. May the Lord dedicate us both to the 

service of Divinity and humanity. May our study be bright, vigorous and enlightening. 

May we, by the Lord’s grace, achieve the strength and vigour of life and never suffer 

from hate, jealousy and enmity. May we ever enjoy the life of love, cooperation and 

universal friendship, all together, extending knowledge, removing ignorance and 

making ourselves and the world noble and nobler. (Opening Prayer from What is 

Veda),  (Taittiriya Upanishad, Brahmananda Valli. Opening Prayer).  

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of tolerance and love, you and we in your presence be 

ever together, you protect us and we praise and worship you in peace and joy. May 

we, with your grace, pray to you, worship you and sing in praise of you. May we 

always know and remember that you alone are our lather, mother, brother, ruler, 

master, helper, joy- giver, Iriend closest to our heart, the hignest teacher and all. May 

we never lor a moment forget you. Let us realize that there is none equal lo you or 

greater. With your grace, may we all live in mutual love, protect and help one another 

and work to our highest capacity. Let us be sensitive to one another's suffering, and 

may we work for the people of our country and those of other counUies so that all 

human beings may live together with love, free front enmity and hatred, superstition 

and humbug. May we all people of the world, under your care and protection, enjoy 

the highest happiness to (lie common good and advantage of all. Let us share the 

supreme and infinite bliss in your presence. Deprive us not for a moment of that 

divine bliss. With your blessing and grace and with our cooperative effort may we 

attain the highest fruit of our joint endeavour, the True Knowledge. Lord Infinite and 



Omniscient, with your kindness, may our teaching and learning bear the lfuit of 

knowledge and wisdom so that we shine the most in the world, and with mutual Love 

and working heroically we attain to world government free of thorny problems. May 

we all be virtuous and follow good policy in a good polity. Grant us your infinite 

kindness so that we give up all kinds of nonsense, all falsehood and sectarian beliefs 

which are against the Vedas. May we follow, without faltering, the one, uue and 

eternal path of Dharma, the timeless law of God. May the various and conflicting 

faiths and beliefs, which are at the root of all hatred, fear and enmity of mankind, 

disappear from the human family. Lord Supreme of the Universe, with your infinite 

power, make us free from all jealousy and conflict so that we work with love without 

calumny and opposition. May we all cooperate and work together with all the power 

of our body, mind, wealth, love and knowledge for the common good, happiness and 

welfare.
1
There are three kinds of sufferings in the world : One is bodily suffering such 

as the pain of fever etc. The second is the suffering caused by other living beings such 

as some enemy, snake, tiger, thief, etc. The third is mental or natural such as ailments 

of the mind or of the senses, or suffering caused by natural forces, fire, wind, Hood, 

famine, heatwave etc. Lord of Mercy, deliver us from the suffering of these kinds so 

that we are always happy and dedicated to your worship without fail. 

 

Supreme teacher of the world, deliver me from untruth, falsehood, transitory things 

and wrong activites of the world. Let me be confirmed in the love of true and eternal 

values of life and acts of high virtue and nobility. Creator of universal happiness of 

the world, save and deliver us from all pain and bless us with happiness. Lord Creator 

and Sustainer of all the living beings, bless us with good children, happy families, and 

animals of top breed such as horses, elephants and cows. Bless us with the highest 

knowledge, a world state and the highest honour and glory leading to lasting peace 

and happiness. 

 

Supreme healer and giver of health, deliver us from all sickness and disease and 

give us the best of health. Lord residing in the mind of all, closest teacher of truth and 

giver of purity, whatever sins I might have committed in thought, word and deed, or 

whatever sins I- might commit, deliver me from all those. Prevent me from doing evil 

consciously so that I am cleansed and purified and I stay lirm in your service. Lord of 

all, save me from evil desires, greed and all other vices and, with your kindness, 

confirm me properly in the best of conduct, behaviour and actions. With utmost 

humility I pray and beg I may follow your will and command and never feel tempted 

by anything contrary to your will. Lord of life, giver of life, saviour of life, dear as 

life, you are the very basis of life's continuance and energy, and giver of self-rule. You 

alone are the protector of our life and existence. You alone are our sustainer, none 

else. Highest Lord of kings and rulers, may the rule and justice of our country and 
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society be as stable, peaceful and permanent as yours—truthful, just and inviolable. 

May the power of your mercy soon make us beneficicries of your just and divine rule 

of the world and grant us self-rule. Lover of justice, bless us with the love of justice as 

the order of justice should be. Lord of law and Dharma, make us lirm in law and 

Dharma. Father Merciful, just as the mother and father nourish, sustain and maintain 

their children, so nourish, sustain and maintain us.  

 

2. 

The Supreme Soul is omnipresent, omnipotent, without body, without any flaw, 

without sinews, pure, sinless, visionary poetic creator and omniscient, existent in the 

heart and mind of all, transcendent, self-existent, who for the infinite ages of eternity 

creates, organises, reveals and sustains all the forms of existence as they are and ought 

to be. (Yajurveda, Chapter 40, Verse 8)  

 

Comment: - The Soul Supreme is present everywhere like space. He is the 

generator of the world but He is never born or contained in body-form. He is 

indivisible, without end, without any change or variation. Hence He never takes a 

body-form. There is none and nothing that exceeds or excels Him, hence nothing can 

contain Him in a (limited) body form. Indivisible, samely without any change or 

evolution, impenetrable, unbreakable, unshakable and immovable, He is not subject to 

division and distinction between parts and the whole—impenetrable and indivisible as 

He is. Without bonds and binding with sinews or ligaments, He is one and whole, 

therefore nothing can bind Him into any state or particular condition. Extremely fine 

and subtle as He is, nothing can cover Him, nothing can aliect Him. He is wholly, 

entirely and perfectly pure, therefore He is always unsullied, sinless and immaculate, 

always free from dirt and dust and darkness. He is always free from want and 

weakness, defect and deprivation such as ignorance, birth and death, joy and sorrow, 

hunger and thirst, etc. One who worships the pure becomes pure, but one who 

worships the impure becomes impure. God never commits any sin because He is 

prefectly just and impartial. He is Omniscient, He knows the past, the present and the 

iuture, since His knowledge is infinite. He knows the mind of all living beings, He 

knows it first-hand, being present there, and He controls the minds too. He is the Lord 

President over all and above all, present in all places and directions, and presiding 

over all tilings and living beings. He is self-existent, there is no father, no mother, no 



creator, no original and first cause of Him. He has revealed, as always He does, the 

truth, and the divine knowledge of truth through the four Vedas for the benefit of all 

His human children. The Vedas are the sum of knowledge which our merciful father, 

dispeller of darkness and ignorance, has created and blazed for us. He is the first cause 

of everything, so He is also the original cause of the Scriputures of knowledge. God 

has revealed the knowledge of truth out ot love for us— having gifted us everything 

of the world, why would He not give us the gift of knowledge ? Surely God has 

revealed the highest knowledge to us as a divine gilt. And the Vedas being the original 

revelation made at the dawn of creation, no other book of revelation can be divine. A.s 

the knowledge and justice of God is perfect, so the Vedas too are perfect knowledge 

of the whole truth, and no other scripture can be divine and e^ual to or greater than the 

Vedas. More on this subject in my work The Satyartha Prakash to which reference 

may be made. 

 

3. 

 

 Lord of light and power, strengthen us for a place of honour and respect. May 

all the living beings view me with the eye of a friend. May I look at all the living 

beings with the eye of a friend. May we all view all with friendly eyes of love and 

understanding. (Yaj.36, 18) 

 

Comment: - Lord of infinite strength and power, destroyer of all those who are evil 

at heart, save me and prevent me from acting negatively against all things good. Let 

me never act against knowledge, wisdom and all other good things. Keep me away 

from the enemies of good. Help me with your kindness and power to be firm in the 

love of knowledge and wisdom, truth and dharma (The law and practice of 

righteousness). Lord Supreme of power and glory, bless me with the gifts of truth and 

righteousness (Dharma), wealth and prosperity of well-being (Artha), noble feelings 

and desires to do good (Kama), and the final release from all suffering and bondage 

(Moksa). Bless me with knowledge and wisdom and let me expand in the field of life's 

goodness and beauty. Lord friend of all and closest to the heart of all, may all the 

living beings look at me and treat me with love. May all be friends with me and may 

none tr eat me with jealousy and enmity. Soul Supreme, with your kindness, may I be 

free from all hale and hostility so that I may treat the whole world, animate and 
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inanimate, movable and immovable, with the love of a friend, may I hold them as dear 

to me as my breath of life, as my soul. Bless us all so that all the living beings of the 

world live together with mutual love. Let them not deal with anyone unfairly and 

unjustly. Love and justice is the highest principle of Dharma and the Lord God has 

taught mankind this central lesson through the Vedas. Let us all dedicate ourselves to 

love, justice and righteousness. 

 

4.

 The One Eternal Lord Supreme is Agni, self-effulgent and omniscient. That is 

Aditya, all-consuming on annihilation. That is Vayu, omnipotent, all-sustaining. The 

same is Chandrama, blissful giver of joy. The same is Shukra, instant and immaculate. 

That is Brahma, greatest and infinite. That is Apah, immanent and omnipresent. And 

He is Prajapati, lord of creation and father of all His children. (Yaj. 32, 1) 

 

Comment: - The cause of the world is the one Supreme Lord of power and glory. 

His name is Agni, Lord of the highest knowledge, worth knowing, worth attaining, 

and the most worthy of worship. The One God is called Agni because the word means 

that infinite qualities reside in Him. The Shatapatha Brahmana and Aitareya 

Brahmana are the authorities of the different names of the One. The One that is never 

destroyed and is self-illuminant is called Aditya. Hence the Lord is also called Aditya. 

The One who holds the whole world, who is infinitely strong and who is dearest than 

the breath of life is called Vayu. Hence His name is Vayu. The One who is Bliss Itself 

and grants bliss to all his devotees is Chandrama (The Moon). Hence the name of the 

Lord is Chandrama too. He is Omniscient, Omniscience Itself, bright and refulgent, 

and the Creator ol life. Hence His name is Shukra. He is infinitely great and 

expansive, so His knowledge and awareness too is infinite. He grants the grace of joy, 

knowledge and all other virtues to the highest measure to His devotees. Hence His 

name is Brahma. He is aware of all and pervades everywhere. Hence His name is Apa. 

He is the father of the world family, He nourishes and maintains it, no one else. Hence 

His name is Prajapati, that is, the father ol His children. He alone is the object of our 

worship. The One Lord God sustains and maintains us. We should know Him alone as 

the God of the world, and Him alone we should worship, no one else. 

 

5.  



 He is our father and our brother. He is our sustainer and controller. He knows 

all the worlds of existence which are home to the created beings. There in His 

supreme presence, third haven of being (the other two are Prakriti and jiva), the divine 

souls tasting of the immortal joy of heaven roam around at will. (Yaj. 36, 1) 

 

Comment: - Lord of mercy, Supreme Soul of the Universe, biess me with the wealth 

of listening to the recitation of the Vedas so that 1 may be able to speak of it and 

spread the message ol the Rgveda. Bless me with the meaning and value ol the 

Yajurveda so that the true purport of the Veda may enrich my mind and understanding 

through thinking and meditation on it. Bless me with the meaning and message of the 

Sama Veda so that I may realize it in the soul and be inspired with the music and 

energy of its truth. Give me the power of speech. Within me as you are, reveal to me 

in my soul the truth of existence so that 1 may have a vision of reality. Give me the 

strength of the body in perfect health, give me firmness and steadfastness of the mind 

with all purity and virtue. Giver and sustainer of life for all, give me the energy of 

Prana, the breath that gives elevating energy. Strengthen the Apana which activates 

llie system downward. Both these Pranic energies,all my senses, the purity of all the 

chemicals and elements of the body, strength of health, vitality and nourishment, 

natural movement of and protection of the vital organs—all these, Lord merciful, give 

unto me. With your kindness and grace, give me the rhythm of energy, smooth and 

musical working ol the system, a joyful mind and the love of divinity so that I may 

always live in obedience to you with prayer and worship. 

 

6. 

 He is our father and our brother. He is our sustainer and controller. He knows all 

the worlds of existence which are home to the created beings. There in His supreme 

presence, third haven of being (the other two are Prakriti and jiva), the divine souls 

tasting of the immortal joy of heaven roam around at will. (Yaj. 32, 10.) 
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Comment: - Lord God is our brother, helper and saviour from suffering. He is the 

father of all, creator and sustainer of us all and of the whole universe. He creates, 

holds and maintains the world with His law and will. He is the One who gives us 

success in all our work and activities. Having created the regions of the world, stars 

and planets for the habitation of life, He knows all of them with His infinite 

omniscience. He is the Lord in whose presence the wise and virtuous saints and sages 

dwell in total bliss after they have crossed all the pain and suffering of life and death. 

The wise and virtuous people of wisdom and knowledge live freely and blissfully in 

the three regions of the universe: One, the gross, material, physical regions such as the 

earth; Second, the subtle regions, that is, the original material cause of the world; and 

Third, the presence of the infinite blissful God where there is no pain, no weakness, 

no loss. The pious and virtuous people of knowledge and wisdom, free of all the 

difficulties of the world, purified at heart, live in the soothing and blissful haven of 

rest and joy in the lap of the father who is beyond all limitations of time, space and 

form of individuality, and Who is the omnipresent home and haven of the Universe. 

Those who once join that heaven of bliss do not again fall back into the ocean of 

misery. 

7. 

 

 Here, there, anywhere, wherever you initiate and inspire us, from there itself 

render us free and fearless. Create peace, freedom and prosperity for our people. 

Create peace, freedom and fearlessness for our animals. Create freedom and 

fearlessness for us from people and from animals. (Yaj, 36,22) 

 

Comment: - Great Lord of the world, most merciful, whatever the regions in which 

we live, under your thoughtful care and protection, therein render us free of fear. 

Whenever we start feeling an attack of fear and insecurity, remove the cause of fear 

and bless us with safety and self-confidence. May our children and all our people be 

fearless and happy. Let there be no cause of fear for anyone. Let there be no fear from 

the world of animals. Lord merciful, may there be no fear at all from any quarter 

whatever. May we always be fearless, move about freely to enjoy the bliss of divine 

presence. May we live and enjoy ourselves constantly in your discipline, praying to 

you and worshipping you throughout our existence. 

 



8.

 

 I know this great and glorious Purusha of the brilliance of the sun beyond the 

dark. Having realized Him only does man transcend the world of existence, birth and 

death. There is no other way than this to the final freedom of Moksha. (Yaj. 31, 18) 

 

Comment: -  Purusha, Lord God, described as the Being with a thousand (infinite) 

heads etc., is the Lord present everywhere in the world. "I know that Universal 

Being", says the universal man, which means that every man should remember God 

and never be unmindful of His presence. We should know that there is none other 

God. And what is He like? He is the greatest, greater than all the other great forms or 

presences, none is as great as He, none is like Him. Imaginable as something like the 

sun, He is creator of the sun and giver of light to the sun. He Himself is light indeed, 

ever and always. He is beyond darkness, ignorance and nescience. Indeed He saves 

His devotees, lovers of truth and the right ways of living, from the darkness of sin and 

ignorance. Men of knowledge and wisdom are one in faith that without the knowledge 

and kindness of God no soul can ever be happy. No human soul can conquer death 

except through the grace of God, because there is no other path to freedom from 

suffering and death than the knowledge, awareness, love and service of the Divine. 

Such is the commandment of the Lord. All human beings should follow that 

commandment and they should shun all confusion and pretension. 

 

9. 

   You are the light of life, put light into me. You are the vigour and vitality of 

life, put vigour and vitality into me. You are the strength and force of life, put 

strength and force into me. You are the lustre of health and energy of life, bless me 

with the glow and lustre of health and energy. You are the passion for life, put 

passion into me. You are the challenge and victory of life, bless me with the spirit 
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of challenge and the ambition for victory. (Yaj. 19,9) 

 

Comment: - Lord self-iliuminant, master of infinite glory and power. Free from all 

darkness and ignorance, you are truth, knowledge and light by yourself. Give me the 

grace and bless me with the vision of that light so that I may never be deprived of that 

light, never feel helpless, weak, forsaken and cowardly. Lord of infinite power and 

prowess, Supreme Strength Yourself, bless me with a share of that strength. Lord of 

infinite courage and valour, bless me with that courage and heroic brilliance. Lord of 

terror and destroyer of evil, bless me with that holy and righteous anger against evil so 

that I may never bow to sin and wickedness. Lord of infinite endurance, bless me with 

that tolerance and endurance so that the strength and vitality of body, senses, mind 

and soul may never forsake me. Bless jme that ever strong in love and dedication to 

you in thought, word and deed, I may be happy and enjoy your kindness and grace. 

 

10.

 Having known and crossed over the material forms of existence, having gone 

over the regions of the world, having crossed through directions and sub-directions 

all, and reaching the original voice of eternal truth in the Veda by the soul, the man of 

knowledge and vision attains to the supreme soul of the universe and, one with it in 

union, abides. (Yaj, 32, 11) 

 

Comment: - The Lord Supreme is present everywhere, immanent in all the forms of 

creation from nature (Prakrit) and space to all the regions of the universe upto the 

earth. He pervades all the directions and the intervening spaces, up and down, upto 

every particle of existence. Nothing is void of the presence of the Lord. The human 

soul, in its ownself by itself- pursuing the path of truth, knowledge, faith and 

devotion, standing close to the presence of God, face to face with the ultimate Reality, 

experiences the Supreme bliss (ananda). It abides in the presence ot God, free of all 

pain and suffering, and lives on in bliss. 

 

11. 



 

 Lord of glory, lord of inspiration for advancement, lord of truth and beneficence, 

lord of light and knowledge, blessed us as you have with intelligence, we pray, save 

this intelligence of ours from sin and lead us to the vision of divinity. Lord of power 

and prosperity, help us grow with cows and horses, let us advance with manpower, 

bless us with men of vision and leaders of quality. (Yaj. 34, 36.) 

 

Comment: - Lord God of Supreme glory, giver of power and grandeur, you inspire 

the universe with your presence and you are the doer of supreme good to the world. 

You are the sovereign majesty of creation, no other power rules the world. You 

bestow supreme power and joy on all in accordance with your law and justice as is 

your will. Save us from want and poverty and bless us with the wealth and prosperity 

of life, since things move according to the operation of your law. You alone are the 

dispenser of real greatness and majesty. Bless us with lasting joy and greatness. You 

alone are the giver of moksha, the ultimate joy of freedom, no one else is. True, great, 

and only Lord of the universe, give us the gift of bright intelligence so that we may 

understand your nature and character, obey your will and command in life, and pursue 

knowledge. Give us the gifts of true intelligence, right conduct and action, and sterling 

qualities of character, so that we may have the right knowledge of the finest and the 

subtlest things of the world. Creator of the best and richest wealth of the world, 

provide the best means of wealth and prosperity in the world. Give us the best cows 

and horses, and give us the best of men to live with so that we may come to have the 

highest of joy and happiness in life. Lord of all power, bless us with your kindness 

with the best men and women and children and with the best workers. Our earnest 

prayer is that no one of us may be wicked or foolish, nor should any wicked or foolish 

be born in our community, so that we always enjoy honour and good reputation in the 

world and no one may speak ill of us. 

 

12. 

 

 It moves, yet It does not move, (being omnipresent). It is at the farthest of 

space, even farther, and It is at the nearest. It is within this all, and surely It is outside 

of all this. (Yaj. 40,5.) 
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Comment: - Lord God moves everything oi the world of its own proper speed. The 

ignorant, therefore, l'eel that God too moves like any other created and limited object 

in the world. But the Lord is present in all forms and in all space, and there is no space 

beyond Him. Therefore He moves not. Neither is He moved, nor does He move 

Himself. He is ever constant, stable and motionless. That is how the wise ones know 

Him to be. He is far off from the evil doers, the ignorant, the thoughtless and the 

indulgent, void of devotion. From such people the Lord is far away, they never attain 

to Him even in millions of years. They wallow in the ocean of suffering through death 

and rebirth for ages, as long as they know Him not. He is closest to those who speak 

the truth and act in tire pursuit of truth in full faith in Him. Those whose mind and 

senses are under control, and who act for the good of all find Him soon. Indeed the 

Lord is ever present with those who are men of knowledge and whose thoughts 

concentrate on Him. The Lord is within, present in the soul itself in the same way as 

He pervades in the entire space outside. Soul of the soul, He is in and out and resides 

in the very core of everything. Not an atom is without His presence. He is an 

indivisible whole, constant, unchanging, and all pervasive. Only through knowledge 

and realization of Him does one come to happiness and Moksa (ultimate freedom 

from bondage), not otherwise. 

 

13. 

 Man of the yajna of governance, to accomplish your task, may health and age 

grow by yajna, may pranic energy grow by yajna, may the eye and vision grow by 

yajna, may the ear and information grow by yajna, may the tongue and 

communication grow by yajna, may the mind and morale and national confidence 

grow by yajna, may the soul grow strong by yajna, may the man of universal 

knowledge and the sense of higher values grow by yajna, may the light of justice and 

wisdom grow by yajna, may comfort and joy grow by yajna, may the questions, 

heights and foundations of life grow by yajna, may the yajna of Dharma grow by the 



yajna, pursuit of Dharma, may the hymns of praise and celebration of the Divine, the 

Yajus, the Riks, and the Samans, the Brihat Sama and Rathantara Sama also grow by 

yajna. May the noble people attain to the eternal joy of immortality. May we all attain 

to you and immortality. May we all be the children of the Lord and father of the 

universe by the truth of word and deed. (Yaj. 18,29.) 

 

Comment: - ( Yajna is Visnu, a// pervasive ; it is Brahma, the creator of everything-

’this is what Aitareya and Satapatha Brahmanas say). Yajna is worthy to be pursued 

with faith, reverence and the spirit of self-sacrifice. It is the very Lord God adorable. 

All human beings ought to surrender themselves to Yajna in faith without any 

reservation, in this verse there is the prayer to God: Lord Supreme of all existence, 

you command and ordain that all things be surrendered unto you. So we surrender 

everything to you, everything we have and all that we do in life—our life and age, 

breath and energy, eyes, ears, speech, mind, the soul, vitality, our vision and 

knowledge of the Veda, all our scholars and their learning, light and lights (such as 

the sun-regions and heat-light-energy), all our means of happiness and paradisal bliss, 

regions and supports of life such as the earth, our acts and effort, all our noble deeds, 

all our songs and praises of the divine, Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and 

Atharvaveda, B'rhadrathantara,Maharathantara and Sama etc., all our greatness and 

achievements—all these we dedicate to you. Under your shelter and protection, we are 

yours. Do unto us as you will. Children as we are of yours, we only pray: May we 

with your kindness and grace come to the highest good and happiness. May we enjoy 

in our life-time freedom and happiness of a world-slate, and may we come to have 

divine happiness after death also. Highest Lord Immortal, bless us with the highest 

knowledge, bless us with the highest bliss in your presence. May we ever be dedicated 

to the Divine in obedience and to acts ofholiness for the attainment of the Divine. 

Abiding as you are in our very soul, inspire our heart with knowledge and give us the 

will to follow your will and command in thought, speech and act so that we never do 

otherwise. Lord of Mercy, you alone look after our success, achievement and security. 

May we always be blest with joy and success. 

 

14.  

 None other ever existent is beyond Him, Him who pervades and transcends all 

the worlds of the universe. Father of His creation, ever rejoicing with His children, 

Lord of sixteen powers, full and complete, He illuminates the three lights of the world 
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and reigns — the One sole and absolute Lord existent, omniscient and blissful. (The 

three lights are fire, electricity and the sun. The sixteen powers are: will, energy, faith, 

earth, water, fire, air, space, sense, mind, food, vitality, austerity, Word, life (jiva) and 

language). (Yaj. a 36) 

 

Comment: - Verily the Lord God is only He. There neither was nor is nor shall be 

any greater, equal or better or higher. He pervades the innumerable stars and the 

planets and regions of the world where life dwells. He is the Lord of His creatures, 

and father of His children. The creation dwells in Him and He pervades the creation. 

He has created the three sources of light, the fire, the wind and the sun. These three 

are the main subjects of scientific study and technological application in the world. He 

has created the sixteen branches of art for which He is known as the Lord of sixteen 

arts and sciences. These are: thought (vicara), energy (prana), faith (sraddha), space 

(akasa), wind (vayu), heat (agni) including light, water(Jala), earth (prthivi), senses 

(indriya), mind (mana), food (anna), valour (parakrama), virtue and discipline (tapa, 

pursuit of dharma), knowledge of Vedic verses (mantra), volition and action (karma 

and cesta), and the regions of the world (loka). These arts and sciences comprise the 

knowledge of the world and behaviour. But God is the Lord of infinite knowledge and 

art. Those who give Him up and pursue other objects of love and worship never come 

to any good or happiness. They continue to suffer beyond redemption. 

 

15. 

 Agni, as father to the child, be the father, guardian and protector for all of us. 

Be with us always, for happiness and well-being. (Yaj. 3, 24) 

 

Comment: - Brahma, Lord God, is Agni, says the Satapatha Brahmana. He is 

knowledge itself, Lord of Light and Vision of Reality. Come and bless us. Lord, with 

your presence, easily and readily at the earliest. Give us the best means of living, give 

us the best places and environment, and always save and protect us against the anti-

lile forces. Lord of all, you are the sole doer of good to us and giver of happiness. 

Remove our suffering and give us joy to make our present full of happiness. Just as a 

father looks after the children and works for their happiness and welfare, so be the 

Lord to us for our good and joy. If we are no good, we won't be worthy children of the 

Lord, and that would be no good for the Lord either, because the merit of the children 



makes the father proud. The goodness of the children is the parents' pride, nothing 

else. Let us be worthy children, and may He be an affectionate and merciful father. 

 

.

Agni, you are vast as space, flowing as a river and rolling as the sea, the fire that 

carries the fragrance of yajna across the world. You are the lord giver of knowledge 

and awareness and promoter of wisdom, and you are the vision of the world. 

 

.

Agni, you are the lord of light, eternal poet of vision and creation, enemy of sin 

and evil, deliverer from bondage, protector from suffering, adorable, edifying purifier 

and sanctifier. Self-refulgent, you burn away the dirt, wash away and dry up pollution; 

centre-presence of the assembly, you emanate joy; light of the sky, you refine the 

yajna  and carry it in space. Light of heaven and abode of the eternal law of Dharma, 

you are the spirit of patience and the power of endurance. 

 

18. 

Agni, vast and deep as the ocean, unfathomable as space, immanent and 

omnipresent, you are the original power and motion of existence. Unborn and eternal, 

spirit of all knowledge, the world is but one vibration of this eternal consciousness, 

and the Veda is just one Word of its articulation. 
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Man of wisdom and learning, path-maker and guardian of advancement in knowledge, 

Dharma and science, Agni, Lord of Life, is the lord of knowledge and power. He 

opens the doors of internal and external knowledge. You too keep the doors open, 

extend the paths, do not cause any suffering, help us cross the hurdles and lead us on 

in this noble pilgrimage of divine life on earth. Lord of life, knowledge and action, 

bless us that we may succeed.  (Yaj. 5, 31-33) 

 

Comment: - Lord all-pervasive of the universe,you are infinitely exp;insive. Light 

of the world, you are the Lord ol greatness and majesty, you alone, none else. 

Expansive and Omnipresent as you are, you are the mover of the world, you are the 

supporter of all. Self-luminant, carrier of the fragrant materials of sacrifice, and life of 

life, you are Agni (fire); You burn the best and richest materials of the world and give 

them a shape and form; you draw up and attract the life's nourishments and bestow 

them on the earth. You are the instant presence in the'world as Spirit. You are the 

purest knowledge in the essence and giver of true knowledge. Lord Omniscient, you 

are the Spirit of the universe, present everywhere, felt everywhere. You are the giver 

of good everywhere. 

 

Lord dearest of all, you are grand and beautiful, loved of all. You are the universal 

seer and wholly knowledgeable. You are the destroyer of the sins of your devotees 

because you are the enemy of evil. You support and nourish the entire universe and 

give your devotees and the pious people food and knowledge. You are the most 

adorable of the wise and the learned. You are purest in the essence, cleanser of the 

world and saviour of the people oflfie world from sin and wickedness. No one else is 

as pure, as clean and as wise and intelligent. You are tire king of kings, ruler of rulers, 

and comfort and solace of the poor and the weak. Lord of Justice and Spirit of Purity, 

you are the ordainer of assemblies, manifesting in the heart of legislators, Lord 

President of the assembly, dearest of the assemblies of men, and protector of the 

institutions. You are purity itself in the essence and the purifier of all. You are the 

promoter of happiness through the assembly, and the object of the love of the pure at 

heart. Lord unchangeable and incorruptible, you are deep as space, absorbent of all 

disturbance and strain and as subtle as the sky. You are the knower of all and witness 

to the true and false actions of all human beings. You are the dispenser of the fruits of 

men's actions according as they deserve: No confusion in the system, none can get the 

fruit, good or evil, of the actions of another. Pure and untouched by sin or dirt, you 

wash your children of their sin and evil and you season them into good. You are the 

purifier of air and rain through the sweet, fragrant, vitalizing and nourishing materials 

offered into and raised up by the yajna fire. You are the catalyst of all the materials in 

nature. Hence you are “Havya Sudana”, i.e., the manager-dispenser of the materials of 

‘Havana-yajna’. Your home is everywhere, you reside in truth and reality (not in false 



pretence) and you &less the honest and sincere people for their conduct. You ar^ bliss 

itself and you are the giver of happiness. You are light itself of the world and bestow 

the light of knowledge on all. 

 

You are kind and merciful, deep and vast as the sea, flowing in kindness and 

melting in mercy. All the forms of creation come from you and all ol them go back to 

you since you are the creator and they are the creatures. You lire the first and original 

cause. You project the world into time and space, hence you are the container and the 

projector of the world. You are eternal and never-born, you are infinite and boundless, 

the whole cosmos is contained in a tiny part of your presence. You are endless, never 

subject to decrease or diminution. First cause of the universe, you pervade the space 

between heaven and earth. You are infinite awareness and knowledge, you are the 

giver of all the knowledge contained in the scriptures, hence you are Vak, the holy 

speech. Lord of power and glory in the essence and Supreme among those who know, 

hence you are Aindra, the Supreme Presence. The whole world rests in you, hence 

you are the haven of peace and joy and justice for all. The door to your presence 

opens through the knowledge of truth and the pursuit of Dharma—both these are two 

doors of entry into the state of Moksa, freedom from all bondage in your presence. 

Never close these two upon us, cause us no affliction, no pain of being shut out. Let 

these be open to us for our happiness and joy in your presence. Lord of all the paths of 

life, universal guide, keep the paths of sendee and good conduct open to us without 

suffering or difficulty. Bless us with your grace to follow these in peace and joy 

without any hurt or impediment. 

 

19.  

 You are the redeemer from the sin committed by the generous superman; you are 

the saviour from the sin committed by the ordinary person; you are the redeemer from 

the sins committed by the forefathers; you are the redeemer from the sin committed by 

one’s own self; you are the redeemer from the sins begotten of sin. Whatever the sin I 

have committed in a state of knowledge, or I have committed in a state of ignorance 

(or I might commit in future), you are the saviour from all that.  (Yaj. 8. 13) 
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Comment: - You are the destroyer of the sin and evil of all. You are the destroyer of 

the suffering of the meritorious men of knowledge and wisdom. You are the remover 

of the pain and trouble caused by the senses. None else is. You are untouched and 

uncorrupted by the Sin and evil committed by average human beings, even by men of 

great knowledge. You are far off from the corruption of mortal souls. And you are 

also the Lord merciful, father of all your children. You alone save us from sin and 

suffering. Lord of infinite knowledge, whatever the sins I might have committed 

consciously or unconsciously, you alone are the saviour, you alone are the shelter, 

none else in this world. Redeem us from the evil of ignorance, save us from sin and 

wickedness, give us the gift of a pure and pious life. 

 

20. 

 The One Lord of Light and the sole creator of lights such as the sun existed 

before creation (as He ever exists). He alone was and is the lord and sustainer of all 

forms of created being. He holds and sustains the earth and heaven and supports this 

whole universe. We worship the same one lord and offer Him homage with libations 

of fragrant materials. (Yaj. 13, 4) 

 

Comment: - Before the world was created, there was only one Lord, solely existing 

by himself, the first of all, unique, without anyone like Him. That was 

Hiranyagarbha, 'The Golden Egg', because It contained in Itself the seeds of the 

world with its objects such as the sun and moon etc. It was 'the golden egg' since it 

was the first and original cause of die creation, the Lord Crcator.God is the eternal, 

manifest and well-known Lord of the entire creation. The same Lord creates, holds 

and supports the cosmos from the earth to the first manifest form of Prakrti. God is 

Prajapati, the father of the created world and all the living beings in it. We should 

worship Him only, with the surrender of our soul to Him. There is no other object of 

worship. One who worships anyone else instead of God or even as a substitute or 

representation comes to no good. In fact, even the country of such people comes to no 

good and falls on evil days, it is a well-known fact. Wake up, ye men and women all, 

if you want to be happy, worship and serve properly the only one lormless Divine. 

Otherwise, you cannot be happy and successful in life in any way. 

 



21. 

 Indra, lord of light, power and glory, rules the world. By His grace, may all be 

peace and joy with the humans and with the animals. (Yaj.36, 8) 

22. 

 May the winds blow cool and calm for us. May the sun shine warm and clear for 

us all. May lightning, thunderous brilliant, bring peace for us all. And may the 

generous cloud shower rains of soothing joy and prosperity for us all over the world. 

(Yaj. 36. 10) 

 

23. 

May the days be good and useful for us. May the nights hold peace and comfort 

for us. May Indra and Agni, energy and heat, be good and productive with safety and 

protection. May Indra and Varuna, power and water, be good and generous with food 

and wealth. May Indra and Pusha, power and good health, bring peace and freedom. 

May Indra and Soma, power and peace, bring inspiration for the joy of living.  

(Yaj. 36, 11) 

 

Comment: - Lord of Supreme power and glory, Indra, you are the ruler of the world. 

You are Ihe power that illuminates the whole universe. Lord protector, bless our men 

and children with the highest joy and happiness. Bless our animals such as elephants, 

horses and cows, etc. with health, strength and well-being. Bless us all with lasting 

happiness. 
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Lord Controller and guide of the universe on its course, let the winds blow cool 

and fragrant, slowly with a message of joy for us. Let the sun shine mellow and 

comforting. Let the clouds bring a message ol joy with gentle sound and soothing 

showers so that we may always live and enjoy happily. Bless us, Lord, with your 

grace. 

 

Lord of time and its movement, may the days move on to bring us joy and peace 

under your law and by your grace. May the nights move and pass blissfully. Lord of 

power and glory, may all the days and nights be comfortable and joyful for us in a 

stable and steadfast manner so that we may not suffer any vagaries of the weather but 

enjoy peace and happiness. Lord and master of all, may the sun and the heat, with 

your grace, give us protection and joy. Lord of breath and wind, may the wind and the 

moon, purified and strengthened with the fragrance of yajna, be full of joy and holy 

inspiration for us. Lord of energy, may we, enjoying full age with strength and vitality 

under your kind protection, be stable and steadfast in our life of righteous action and 

never feel weak in the face of the enemies of life. Lord ruler of the universe, under 

your law and control may the rulers and the people live together a life of true virtue 

and lull knowledge and create happiness, prosperity, mutual love and joy. We are your 

children. May you be happy with our well-being and bless us. May we be fimi in our 

love and devotion to you and remain happily obedient to your will and command. 

 

24.  

 The man of knowledge gifted with the divine voice may speak of this 

immortal haven and eternal spirit covered in mystery yet shining in the soul. Three 

parts of it are hidden in the cave. He who knows them is the man of super-wisdom, 

father of the paternal wise. (Yaj. 32, 9) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, worthy of adoration and celebration by men of learning 

and the Vedas, is the abode of the souls in bliss who have crossed the limitations of 

death and pain. He is omnipresent and the giver of support and nourishment to the 

whole world. He is Brahma, aware ol the intelligence and will of all the human 

beings. The person who knows the Veda and holds the Lord in faith and love in his 

heart is a gandharva. Nothing in the universe is unknown to the Lord, He is therefore 

called Brahma. There are three orders of divine operation—creation, maintenance and 



withdrawal (destruction) of the universe. One who knows the Lord and the threefold 

divine operation and holds the Lord with love in his heart is the father of fathers, 

seniormost among men, the most learned of the learned. 

 

25.  

 May the heavens bring us peace. May peace be with the skies, and may the skies 

shower us with peace. May there be peace on earth, and may the earth mother bring us 

peace. May there be peace with the waters, and may the waters bring us peace. May 

there be peace in the herbs, and may the herbs bring us peace. May peace be with the 

trees and may the trees bring us peace. Peace be with the divinities of the world, and 

may they bless us with peace. May the Great Lord of the universe bless us with peace, 

and may the Veda inspire us with peace. May all existence be at peace and may peace 

come from all existence to all. May there be peace only, universal peace for all. May 

that heavenly peace come and bless me. May It bless all. (Yaj. 36, 17) 

 

Comment: - Lord of peace, pacifier of all pain, may the astral space above the lower 

and middle regions be full of peace and joy for us. May it be free from all disturbance. 

May the middle regions and the wind and air there, the earth and what it holds, water 

and whatever there is in it, herbs and their virtues, vegetation and its contents, the 

learned sages of the world, verses of the Vedas and the knowledge of the world 

contained in them, all the senses, the sun and rays it radiates and the qualities the rays 

carry, the Vedas and the Lord God, the gross and the subtle materials, the moving and 

the immovable creatures and objects of the world, may all these, O Lord, with your 

bounty and grace, be peaceful, beneficial, and agreeable. Bless me with peace so that I 

may be free from evil, anger, agitation and disturbance. May all the creatures of the 

world be free from evil and anger and all kinds of disturbance. Bless us all and bless 

our world with peace and joy. 

 

26.  

Salutations to the lord of peace, and to the lord giver of peace and joy in life. 
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Salutations to the lord of prosperity, and to the lord giver of prosperity. Salutations to 

the lord of peace, prosperity and grace, and to the lord giver of peace, prosperity and 

grace more and ever more. (Yaj. 16, 41) 

 

Comment: - Lord that is Bliss itself, who showers peace and grace, you are 

Sambhava, the ultimate freedom and joy of Moksa. You are the giver of Moksa to 

your devotees. We bow to you in salutatron and adoration. You are Mayobhava, giver 

of all the joys of the world. I bow in obeisance to you. You are Sankara, Lord of joy 

and beneficence for all the creatures of the world. No one else is the source of joy and 

peace. You are Mayaskara, giver of peace and joy to the mind and senses and breath 

of life to the soul in its earthly existence. You are ‘Siva’ the benevolent, and 

‘Sivatara’, the more and more benevolent, you are kindness and beneficence itself, 

and the giver of good. We bow to you in salutation and obedience again and again. 

 

The people who bow to God in faith and love always come to good and enjoy the 

grace of the Lord. 

 

27.  

 Devas, men of knowledge and divinity, dedicated to yajna, may we hear only 

good with our ears, may we see only good with our eyes. Singing songs of praise with 

strong and stable limbs, may we live our full span of life, enjoying with strong and 

healthy bodies in the service of God and the divines. (Yaj. 25, 21) 

 

Comment: - O Lord, God of the noblest ones, O sages of wisdom and learning, let 

us hear only good with our ears. May we never lend an ear to evil. Lord God, adorable 

of all, and all those who perform Yajha in honour of the Lord, let us always see only 

good with our eyes. Lord of the universe, may all our parts of the body, our systems 

and sub-systems (senses such as the ear, and parts of the nation such as the army, etc.) 

be strong, stable and efficient so that we can devote ourselves firmly to your service 

and command. May we all attain, with ease and comfort, health and long life for the 

good of the soul, the body, our senses and our men of learning and wisdom. Bless us 

with all kinds of peace and joy, good health and wealth ol body, mind and character. 

 

28.  



Brahma, infinite spirit of the universe, all-creator and omniscient, is the first 

and greatest reality of existence. Worthy of love and adoration, It is the highest object 

of desire for the wise. The great and glorious objects (such as the sun, the moon, the 

earth) which fill the skies in various regions of space are exemplary revelations of Its 

creative power. 

In the beginning of creation, that Brahma, from the potential and law of Its own 

existence, invokes Prakriti, the original Nature which is the cause of all that is come 

into existence and also that which is yet to come into existence. (Yaj. 13, 3) 

 

Comment: - Great God of the universe, you are greater than the greatest. None is 

greater than you, none is equal to you. You are present and manifest in the whole 

world. You are the first and prime cause of the universe. The stars and planets, etc., all 

within their laws and bounds, are lighted by you. Having first created them, you are 

holding and supporting them. You are dispensing the laws of existence and governing 

the working of the various regions and the motions of the stars and planets. You are 

blissful, bliss itself in the essence, therefore, there is no one in the world who does not 

want to attain to you. Indeed, all wish to be with you to enjoy the heavenly bliss. Lord 

infinite of knowledge and power, you are the only protector in every way. You, the 

Lord Supreme, divide the universe into regions (such as the astral, the middle and the 

lower ones) and directions. These regions are good, each in its function and 

behaviour, being places of habitation for the variety of existence which the world is. 

The Vedas, Sastras and the men of learning say that you alone are the mother of this 

multifarious world, the solid objects of existence and the subtle objects which are too 

fine for the senses. You are the father, you are the mother of the universe, and you 

alone are the object of our prayer and worship. 

 

29.

 May the waters, pranic energies and herbs be friendly tonics for us, and may 

they be antidotes to whatsoever hates and injures us and what we hate and disapprove. 
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(Yaj. 36,23.) 

 

Comment: - Lord and friend of all and the giver of friends to all, bless us with your 

grace that the energy of nature, water, knowledge and all the herbs be friendly, 

beneficial and full of joy for us. These may never go counter to our health and 

interests. If there be those who are unfriendly and jealous to act against us, and if there 

be those to whom we are unfriendly and jealous, then, Lord of universal j ustice, for 

all the unfriendly ones, may nature be never beneficial and good. To the unrighteous, 

the fores of the world may be unfriendly (so that they give up their unrighteousness). 

May the unrighteous be ever unable to trouble us. Bless us all with comfort, joy and 

peace. 

 

30.  

Our father, Vishvakarma, omniscient lord and cosmic sacrificer (yajamana), consumes 

all these worlds into His own fire of cosmic yajna and remains. And then He, self-

moved by His own will to create the profuse variety of existence, projects and 

pervades the first evolutes and later continues the expansion and self pervasion on and 

on. (Yaj. 17, 17) 

 

Comment: - The Lord is hota, He gives and takes back : He gives and projects at the 

time of creation and, at the time of annihilation (Pralaya), He withdraws and takes 

back all that He gave at the time of Creation. The Lord is Rsi, as He is Omniscient, 

there is nothing that can escape His eye. He is eternal, ever existent. He withdraws 

and swallows into the original matter (Prakrit) all the various regions, suns and 

planets of the universe at the time of annihilation and remains ever existent and 

awake. Indeed, the original matter is His own potential (Sakti or Samarthya) from 

which He projects forth the universe and into which He withdraws the whole creation. 

But through all this change of the birth and death of the world, He stays, ever constant 

and eternal, unchanged, unaffected, un-involved. That great Lord is our father and 

protector. And again, when He wishes, He creates the real material world of various 

forms as it should be. He does it with His own will at His own time in the most natural 

and spontaneous manner. Having created this vast world of the moving and the non-

moving forms, He covers it with His infinite presence as well as pervades it within as 

the internal and immanent witness to the world of events and change. He is thus both 



within and outside of creation, immanent and transcendent. He alone is our father 

creator. Those who forsake Him and take to the worship of others such as the idols are 

ungrateful and they suffer sin and misery always. The man who lives and works in 

obedience to the Lord, our father merciful, enjoys peace and happiness in the world. 

 

32.31.

 

Man of yajnic power, grow for the growth of food. Grow for the growth of energy. 

Grow for the growth and expansion of divine knowledge. Grow for the strength and 

protection of the social system. Grow for the growth and protection of the earth and 

the environment. You are Dharma, the sustainer. You are Sudharma, noble ruler and 

sustainer. You are the man of love and non-violence. Hold and bring the wealths of 

life for us. Sustain and support research, education and the Brahmana. Support and 

strengthen organisation, governance and the Kshatriya. Govern, support and promote 

the economic system and the Vaishya producer of wealth. (Yaj. 38,14.) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, giver of all joy and prosperity, shower on us the 

abundanee of food and energy, health and vitality. May none suffer from want of food 

and nourishment. Let none suffer from ill-health and weakness. Lord of strength and 

valour, bless us with the excellence of power and achievement. Lord of the Vedas, 

bless us with intelligence and vision so that we may excel in life with the knowledge 

of the Vedas and follow the path of truth. Lord Supreme and highest ruler of rulers, 

shower us with the abundance of prowess and heroic virtue, courage,- endurance, 

political wisdom, courtesy, chivalry and bravery so that we may advance to a world- 

order of peace, freedom and progress. Let no foreigner rule over us, let us never be 

subjected to slavery, let us be free people in a world of freedom. Lord of the earth and 

regions of happiness, strengthen us to achieve the joy of abundance on earth and 

enlighten us so that we rise to the eternal happiness of Moksa, and cross the 

limitations of suffering into heavenly freedom. Father of Truth, Right and the law of 

Dharma, you are Dharma Itself, and you do the right and give universal justice. Give 

us the strength and will to follow the path of Dharma. Lord of Love, you are ever free 

from jealousy and enmity. Let us be free from jeolousy and enmity. Create for us a 

world of know ledge,action and plenty—animal wealth of elephants and horses, 

mineral wealth of gold and diamonds, highest kind of government, tire best of men 
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and women, and mutual love and friendship so that we never suffer from want and 

deprivation. Lord of all the Universe, may there be in our country Brahmanas, 

intellectuals endowed with all the knowledge and virtue, ksatriyas, warriors and 

administrators endowed with intelligence, knowledge and bravery, Vaisyas, 

intelligent, knowledgeable and industrious producers of food and other wealth, and 

dedicated men who perform the services of various kinds. Hold, support and help to 

maintain our polity so that, with your kindness and grace, our system remains stable 

and inviolable in its greatness and efficiency. 

 

32.

What is the ultimate stay of the universe? What is the original cause of the 

creation? What sort? From which Vishvakarma, omnipresent seer who pervades the 

universe, created the earth and then heaven with His mighty potential? (Yaj 17,18.) 

 

Comment: - Question: What is the mainstay of this Universe? What is the cause and 

who is the creator of this world? How does this world come into existence? Is there 

any mainstay of the creator containing Him? What is the efficient cause of the world? 

And what is the material or instrumental cause? 

 

Answer: Visvakarma, the Supreme Lord of the Universe, is the creator of it and of all 

that which is in it. He has created it out of and with His infinite power and potential. 

He is the mainstay, He is the efficient cause, He is the instrument, the chief agent. He 

has created the world of existence for all the souls, He has made everything from the 

earth to heaven, and He is covering, protecting and maintaining it with His sole 

power. The Lord Himself is His own mainstay, none else is, since He is self-existent, 

self-sustained and self-maintained. He does the creation, protection, preservation and 

maintenance of the world. And what sort is the Lord? He is all bliss and blissful, He 

watches and observes the universe, and He is the sole Lord and Master. If someone 

relies on any other power than the Lord, there is nothing but an ocean of suffering and 

misery for him/her. 

 

33.  



 Agni, you are protector of the body with health and nourishment. Protect my 

body. You are the giver of life. Give me full life. You are the giver of lustre and glory. 

Give me lustre and glory. Whatever is short and wanting in me, that, I pray, fulfil and 

complete and perfect. (Yaj. 3.17.) 

 

Comment: - Lord protector of all, Agni, you are the protector and preserver of our 

body, you nourish and help maintain it. Physician Supreme, you are the giver of 

health and long life. Give me health and a long life of comfort. Lord of infinite 

knowledge, light and lustre, you are the giver of lustrous knowledge. Give me the 

light and power of knowledge. Give us health of body and joy of spirit. Whatever is 

the weakness in our body and health, make that good with ease and fulness by your 

kindness. Leave no want and weakness, make us perfectly happy and comfortable 

with the best things of life. All these things we ask of you, none else. Being your 

children, where else shall we go to ask for anything big or small, you alone being our 

universal father and mother? And you will give us whatever we need we know, 

because none feels happier and more proud to do things for children than the father 

and the mother. As the all-powerful father of us all, you alone are all competent and 

sell -sufficient to give us the gift of comfort, joy and the beauty and glory of living. 

 

34. 

 Vishvakarma, the one absolute self-effulgent lord of the universe, with 

universal eye to watch, and universal mouth to reveal the Word, and universal arms 

for action, and universal feet for omnipresence, having created the heaven and earth 

from dynamic particles of Prakriti, keeps the universe in constant motion with his 

mighty arms of omnipotence. (Yaj. 17.19) 

 

Comment: - The Lord is the universal eye of the world, nothing escapes His notice. 

His is the universal mouth, arms, feet, ears, etc. He sees everything everywhere, 

speaks everything everywhere, holds everything everywhere, reaches everywhere 

because He is omnipresent. If man fears His eye, His ears and His hands, then only he 
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will act according to Dharma, otherwise not. The Lord Creator, Visvakarma, is one, 

unique without a second. He is the maker of the world from the earth to Heaven. 

Infinite potency (strength and power) is one arm of the Lord, His performance is the 

other. He is also just, merciful and impartial father of all the creatures of the world. He 

dispenses the rewards as well as punishments to the living beings according to the 

good and evil acts they do. He deals out the fruits of actions to the living beings with 

His two hands—His power and His action. In this way, the omnipotent performer 

spins the world round and round while the living beings receive the fruits of their 

actions and spin around in consequence on the wheel of existence. No one should 

accept any other power than the formless, unborn, infinite, omnipotent, just and 

merciful omnipresent Lord Supreme of the Universe. He is the only one we should 

ask from, He is the One we should worship, He is our Lord and Master. He is our 

darling father, the object of our prayer and adoration. He alone will give us joy and 

comfort, none else. 

 

35.  

Lord Existent, Intelligent and Blissful, merciful to the noble people, protect my 

people, Lord worthy of praise, protect my wealth and cattle, Lord firm and irresistible, 

protect my food, I pray, may I be a happy family man with noble people and children, 

nobly brave with heroic friends around generously supportive, blest with rich means 

of health and support. (Yaj. 3, 37) 

Comment: - Lord Supreme, giver of all good, you are Bhuh —constant and present. 

You are Bhuvah—creator of the elements such as the wind and regions such as the 

wind. You are Svah—creator of regions of joy. Give us the joy of all the three 

regions. Lord President of all, be kind and bless me with the best and most virtuous 

children and grand children. Bless me with the bravest warrior forces so that 1 may 

always win the battles of life. Great giver of health and nourishment, bless me with 

the means of all-round health of body and mind— knowledge, the soma herb, gold, 

health and physical fitness. Lord Benefactor of people, protect my family and friends. 

Lord Supreme, worthy of praise and adoration, help us raise and look after our animal 

wealth— elephants, horses, etc. Lord pervasive and omnipresent, protect our food and 

nutriments. Lord merciful, bless us with all kinds of plenty and prosperity, and give us 

the highest joys of life. 

 



36.   

What is that original cause, that lovely tree, from which the lord maker shaped 

the heaven and earth and the whole dynamic world? Men of intelligence and 

conscientious mind ask the men of wisdom and vision: Who is that lord who holds 

and sustains the regions of the world and presides over all these and yet remains the 

sole lord above the universe? (Yaj. 17, 20) 

 

Comment: - Question: What is knowledge? What is the forest and what is the tree?  

 

Answer: The Universe is the forest, the same is the tree. Just as the carpenter makes 

various things in various ways, so does the Lord Maker, Visvakarma, make the region 

of beatitude (svarga), the earth and the middle region of joy, and the lower regions of 

suffering (Naraka). These regions are the forest, these are the tree. Ye men of 

knowledge and wisdom, ask your questions and find your answers about the Lord 

Who creates, sustains and presides over the regions of the universe. Know Him; only 

with the knowledge of the Lord does man come to good, not otherwise. 

 

37.  

That light divine, blissful to the divinities, pure and wide awake since eternity, 

may we continue to see for a full hundred years, live under its benign eye for a 

hundred years, hear for a hundred years, speak and celebrate for a hundred years, and 

be fit and fine in a state of freedom and independence for a hundred years, and even 

more than a hundred years! (Yaj. 36.24) 

 

Comment: - The Lord Supreme is 'Caksuh', the eye of the world, He watches 

everything. He is 'Deva', that is, He is good to all the noble and pious people, and to 

our mind and senses, and He is the giver of the Supreme happiness of Moksa. He is 

'Purastat', the first cause of all and everything and every living being. He is 'Sukram', 
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He is pure in the essence and He is the creator of all. He is 'Uccarat', that is, after the 

annihilation of the world (Pralaya) He remains, conscious and awake. By the grace of 

the Lord, may we see for a hundred years, may we live a full hundred years, may we 

hear for a hundred years, may we speak for a hundred years, and may we be 

independent and free for a hundred years. We may never be subjected to slavery or 

dependence on any one. In other words, may we live, healthy and happy, with the 

gifts of divine knowledge, intelligence, strength and valour, with all our body, mind 

and senses fit and free of weakness and disease. Lord Supreme, bless us with a life-

span of hundred years and more with strength and intelligence, good health and 

vigour, happiness and freedom. 

 

38.  

 Vishvakarma, lord of your own omnipotence, lord of nature, heaven and earth, 

maker of the universe, enlighten us, your friends and devotees, about the worlds of 

your own creation, the highest, the lowest and youngest, and the middle ones. Lord of 

food and energy, expanding the material world of existence, you yourself provide for 

sustenance with constant inputs into the systemic growth of the universe. (Yaj. 17.21.) 

 

Comment: - Supreme Lord of the world, maker and ordainer of all, Visvakarman, 

friends and children as we are of yours, give us the knowledge of all the regions you 

have created, the highest, the middle and the lower ones, all the three orders of the 

world. When we have the knowledge of the reality of the regions, what they receive 

and what they give, we live happy and successful. Lord and wielder of your own 

essential strength and power, you are the nourisher and promoter of our body and its 

health. Give us the virtue and blessing of knowledge, the elevating company of men 

of knoweldgc and wisdom, and the feeling of honour and reverence towards the saints 

and sages. Of your generosity and grace, give us the gift of ioy and happiness. Limited 

as we are,we have no power or gifts to please or serve you. We cannot always act in 

accordance with your will and pleasure. But you are the saviour of the weak and the 

fallen, so bless us with comfort and happiness of your own will and grace. 

 

39.  



 Whatever the weakness of my eye, of my heart, and of my mind, whatever the 

loop-holes anywhere, may the Lord of Infinity make up and re-fill. May the lord who 

is father and guardian of the universe, we pray, be good and gracious to us.  

(Yaj. 36, 2) 

 

Comment: - Great Lord of the world, Brhaspati, you bring the elements of the 

universe together into a unity and dispose everything in the right place. Whatever 

holes of weakness there might be in my eyes, heart and soul, my breath, mind, 

intellect, knowledge and vision, fill those up and restore me to full health. Whatever 

defect or weakness there might be, whatever debility, undue affection, over-curiosity 

or hyper- sensitivity or dullness there might be in my senses, rectify that and place me 

firmly into my right sense of duty and Dharma. Great as you are, Lord Brhaspati, you 

alone can bring about this grand repair and replacement. Cover the holes of my 

weakness, redeem me back to health. Once redeemed, we can devote ourselves to 

your service and command. You are the Lord of the regions of the world. We pray to 

you, be kind and generous, help us to be good and meritorious. There is none else who 

can give us all the good. We trust you, you alone. You alone will fulfil our hopes, 

expectations and ambitions! 

 

40.  

 Vishvakarma is the one lord maker of the world, sole treasure-home of 

universal knowledge, present in the universal variety of existence, creator and 

sustainer of the universe, all-seeing universal presence and supreme reality, whom the 

wise sages call one and absolute, wherein the humans with their five senses, mind and 

intelligence rejoice and wherein they realise their supreme ambitions. (Yaj: 17.26.) 

 

Comment: - Omniscient Lord Creator of all, maker of the various regions and 

objects of the Universe, Visvakarman, you are Lord of the knowledge of infinite 

variety. You are omnipresent, expansive across and beyond the space, beyond change 

and agitation, holder and container of all, wielder and holder of the world, maker of 

the wonderful variety of things, highest of all that is in existence. You watch all that 
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happens, good as well as evil, done by human beings. Those who devote themselves 

to God. trust Him and worship Him—none other than Him even in the least—they 

come to enjoy the fruits of their pious desires. Others don't. The Lord grants His 

devotees the joy of their prayer and the devotees enjoy life according to their devotion 

and desire. They suffer no pain, no misery. The Lord is one, unique and without a 

second. Under His power and control, exist the seven—the five pranas (vital 

energies), the mind and the soul—which are the causal materials of life and death upto 

the dissolution of the world. The Lord brings about the creation, maintenance and 

annihilation of the world, while He himself remains constant, unaffected and blissful 

throughout this world of change. Let us worship the One Lord only, then alone we can 

be happy. 

 

41. 

 Ruler, head of the national yajna of governance and administration, well-armed 

you are all round in the four directions. Centre-hold of the law and the body-politic, 

you are expansive (omnipresent, as if, through the system). Universally popular, may 

you attain to full age to protect and promote us. Celebrated head of universal 

development and friend of all, may you live a full age of dignity for us. We reject hate 

and hostility, crooked opposition and those committed to contrary values.  

(Yaj. 38. 20) 

 

Comment: - Supreme healer of the Universe, remover of all diseases and ill-health, 

give us full health of the fourfold navel centre, give us rta, full spirit of health and 

centre of intelligence and make us comfortable with your kindness. Bless us with full 

age with perfect health. Vast as you are, bless us with the ability to follow the path of 

piety and expansiveness of heart. Let there be no narrowness or meanness in our 

character, in our full span of life. Lord of peace and love, bless us to give up jealousy. 

Let us be firm and steadfast, inviolable in our faith and devotion to you. May we 

follow your will and command, no one else's. It is our solemn vow to follow you and 

serve you alone, no other God but you. Help us Lord to keep our vow and follow our 

resolve with strength and determination. 

 

42. 



 Vishvakarma is the lord who is our father and creator, law-giver and sustainer, 

who knows all the regions of the universe, who is one and absolute yet holds the 

names of all the powers of nature and His own potential. In Him enter all the worlds, 

and He is the eternal question and mystery for all the conscientious souls.  

(Yaj. 17. 27) 

 

Comment: - The Lord is our father who supports us as His children. He is our 

creator who brings us into being. He is the giver of all comfort, joy, and the ultimate 

happiness of Moksa (freedom and bliss). He is the maker of all the regions of the 

world which He knows and pervades. Indeed He is present in all the objects of 

creation—from the elements to the stars, and from the atom and the cell to the most 

complicated forms of life. He is the only Lord and the sole maker of the regions of the 

suns. He is the creator of the most intelligent men of knowledge and wisdom. He is 

the ordainer of all the systems of the universe, none else. He is our Lord and master, 

father and generator. We should not entertain any doubt about Him. All the scholars, 

Vedas and other learned works, indeed all intelligent beings are and have been busy 

unravelling that Supreme mystery of His existence and working, asking questions in 

faith and finding answers with conviction. Indeed, our highest act and endeavour 

should be to obey His will and firmly understand His nature alongwith the working of 

His creation. If we know Him, we achieve the four great aims of life: Dharma (duty 

according to Divine law), Artha (material well-being), kama (fulfilment), and Moksa 

(ultimate freedom and Happiness in a state of beatitude). We cannot achieve these 

four ends otherwise. Thus all human beings should try honestly and conscientiously to 

achieve these aims of life with their body, mind and soul without sparing anything of 

their material wealth also— because the money spent in the service of life and its 

Lord is money most well-spent. We should do so to our best capacity and pray to God 

for help and support. 

 

43. 

 The ‘Daiva mind’, perceptive faculty of the intelligent soul, which in the 

waking state goes far and shines, which in the dream state also roams around the same 
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way and takes us far, that one unique light of lights, that mind of mine, I pray, be full 

of noble thoughts, intentions and resolutions. (Yaj. 34. 1) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of the inviolable law of Dharma, by your kindness and 

grace, may my mind be always full of pious intentions. May it never entertain any 

thoughts of evil. What sort is the mind . While we are awake, it reaches far off, ranges 

round and comes back, that's its nature. The fire, the sun and the senses such as the ear 

are all illuminant, because they give us light and information. But the mind 

illuminates these also, because no light or knowledge is received except through the 

mind. The mind is fast and highly volatile. It can be stable, pure, rightful, righteous, 

intelligent and knowledgeable only by the grace of God. It is the chief agent and 

instrument of the soul since it reveals the past, present and future. Lord God is the 

master controller of the mind. May He help us to control our mind so that we are 

never caught up in evil, but always dedicate ourselves to knowledge, rectitude 

(Dharma or right thought, word and deed ) and the service of God. 

 

44.  

 You don’t know Him who has created all these worlds. He is different and 

distant from you all, and yet within you all. People sunk in darkness roam around 

quoting scripture but serving their own selfish ends with empty words void of vision. 

(Yaj. 17. 31) 

 

Comment: - Ye children of God, you don't know the Lord Supreme who is the 

maker of all the regions of the world— He is the 1 ord Visvakarma, the creator, 

ordainer and sustainer. Those of you who are suffering from the darkness of 

ignorance, falsehood and loss of faith in God and existence, talk nonsense. If you do 

so you will suffer nothing but misery, you will never come to any good or joy. You 

are steeped in selfishness and self-service. You indulge in pleasures of the senses and 

do acts contrary to the Vedas. You go counter to the order and will of the Lord who is 

just and omnipotent. Hence you don’t know the Lord. (Know Him, that's the highest 

achievement). 

 

Question: - The Lord God. Brahman, and we are one or not?  

 



Answer: - The unity (identity) of God and the soul can never be proved by logic and 

on the authority of the Vedas. They are essentially and eternally different. The soul is 

subject to l imitations, God is free of all limitations. Hence it is definite and proven 

that the two are not one, they never were and never will be one. The relation of soul 

and God is that of the pervaded and the pervader, the sustainer and the sustained, the 

master and the servant. Therefore no one should hold that God and the soul are one. 

 

45. 

 

Masters of wisdom and brilliance, the Lord creator of the glorious universe 

alone is the Lord Supreme of honour and prosperity. May we be prosperous by virtue 

of His generosity. 

Lord of honour and glory, the entire humanity invokes, adores and worships 

you only. 

 Lord giver of honour and prosperity, may you be our guide, inspire us and lead us 

to prosperity. (Yaj. 34.38.) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of all. Ruler of rulers, you are the lord of the highest 

glory, hence you are 'Bhagavan'. Men of knowledge and wisdom, let us too be masters 

of goodness and glory by the kindness and support of God. Lord Supreme, the whole 

world is keen to be close to you to have your favours. Who is so unfortunate and 

miserable as not to desire to be with God? So come to us. Lord, at the earliest and may 

you and your glory never forsake us. Grant us the grace of giving us an experience 

and vision of your infinite majesty in this life itself. Bless us with constant service 

ever in your presence. 

 

46. 
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Lord of the universe, you are the presiding and protective fatherly presence 

over all the groups, communities and republics of the world. Such as you are, we 

accept, realise and surrender unto you. 

You are the darling life-giver and protector of all things of existence which are 

so dear to you. We recognise, realise and worship you in love and faith. 

You are the giver, protector and promoter of all the wealths of the world. We 

surrender to you in worship and gratitude and pray to you for all the wealth, prosperity 

and happiness of life. 

 Lord omnipresent in every particle of existence, every particle of existence exists 

in you. You are my haven and home too. You are the father of all forms of existence. I 

pray that I may know you, the father, that I may know Prakriti, the mother; and that I 

may know all the forms of existence, as you do. (Yaj. 23. 19) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supeme of the assemblies of free people, being the Supreme 

presiding power of the assemblies or districts, you are known and honoured as 

Ganapati. You are also the sustainer and protector of our cherished workers, assets 

and men, hence you are ‘priyapati’. Similarly you are the Lord of all our treasures of 

life, hence you are nidhipati'. Shelter and main support of all the world, you have 

created the world with your power and potential, you are the supporter and sustainer 

of our strength and power too. Your power is the creative cause of all. It is your power 

which also holds and sustains the whole world. This world of life takes birth and 

comes into existence, dies and goes out of existence, but you go on for ever, unborn, 

undying and eternal. By your grace and kindness and, may I ward off and give up all 

evil, ignorance and wickedness of habits and intentions. By your kindness, we try 

anxiously and conscientiously to attain to your presence. If we let up even for a 

moment, we shall be nowhere. 

 

47.

 Lord of the fire of yajna, Lord of Law and vows of faith, I take to the vow of 

commitment to truth and I give up the untruth. Bless me that I may be able to keep the 

vow. Bless me that I may realize it. (Yaj. 1, 5) 

 



Comment: - Lord existent, intelligent and blissful, sclf- illuminant, agni. Lord of the 

world, I shall observe the true discipline of Brahmacharya (study and celibacy), 

Grhastha (marriage and family life), Vanaprastha (life of quiet retirement and social 

service) and Sanyasa (total renunciation). I shall follow this discipline with solemn 

vows. Help me to achieve success in my vow of discipline. I promise to give up the 

love of the false and the unreal, i.e., the transient body and all that passes away, and I 

pledge myself to the real and the true —unchangeable, incorruptible and imperishable 

Dharma characterized by knowledge and vision. Bless me with success in my faith 

and pledge so that 1 may have the virtues of knowledge, culture, righteous conduct, 

devotion and dedication to Dharma at heart and God 

 

48.   

  The Lord who is the giver of birth to the soul with its power and potential, 

whose glory all the divinities of the world celebrate in song, whose shade of 

protection is immortality and falling off is death, to Him we offer our homage and 

worship in hymns with havi. (Yaj. 25. 13) 

 

Comment: - The Lord Supreme blesses us with the soul, i.e., He gives us birth as 

human beings, and He gives us the knowledge of the soul. He gives us vital energy of 

Prana. He gives us the strength of three kinds: strength of mind and knowledge, 

strength of the senses such as eyes and ears, and the lustre of health and strength of 

body, virility, strong limbs and vital energy. Men ol knowledge and wisdom accept 

His Divine law properly. Al! beings, whether living or non-living, learned or ignorant 

accept His discipline and command, nobody can violate the rules and laws of the 

Lord, For example, we hear with the ear only, not anyother way, we see with the eye 

only, not otherwise. No one can change this law' of the Lord. To w'alk in His shelter 

means Moksa and freedom from suffering for the good, while being outside of His 

protective care means repeated births and deaths lor the evi! people who sutler 

endlessly. Friends and good people the Lord is the only father and giver of joy and 

comfort. Let us worship Him with love, faith and devotion. Let us never forsake him 

for another. He alone will give us eternal happiness. There is no doubt, absolutely no 

doubt. 

 

49.  
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The cows are brought and called in, sheep and goats are brought and called in, 

and then, plenty of food is brought in and stored in our homes for your comfort and 

safety and for our comfort and protection. With all the means of comfort in safety, I 

am at peace with the joy of well-being. Peace! peace! and joy! (Yaj. 3.43.) 

 

Comment: - Lord of all the animals, Soul Supreme, with your kindness and 

generosity, may we have the best cows, buffaloes, horses, elephants, goats, sheep and 

others such useful animals. May we have a sure, steady and plentiful supply of food 

and most effective herbs and medicines in our homes so that we may never suffer 

from any want or pain. Men of knowledge and wisdom, may I, in your company by 

the grace of God, enjoy the happiness of the world and the ultimate find last ing 

happiness of Moksa. May I have these cherished gifts of life with health, safety and 

peace so ’hat all the disturbances of life are eliminated and there is joy and comfort all 

around. I want the joy of life here and now, and 1 want the ultimate peace and 

happiness of Moksa after this earthly journey. Lord, fulfil both these ambitions of 

mine. Kind, generous and merciful as you are by nature, you listen to your devotees 

and grant their prayer. Listen to me too, dear Lord, and grant my prayer. 

 

50.  

 For our protection, we invoke and worship the lord and ruler of the moving and 

the unmoving world who inspires our intelligence, dedication and devotion, so that 

He, lord supreme inviolable, may be the protector, sustainer and promoter of all our 

wealth of life for the sake of advancement and well-being. (Yaj. 25. 18) 

 

Comment: - Ye children of the earth, desirous to have both the joy of this life and 

the ultimate happiness of Moksa. we are keen to realize and attain the Lord of the 

Universe who creates it and rules over it with love for His children. He alone is the 

father and supporter of the world, both movable and immovable, none else. He is 

intelligent, aware and all-knowing. He is the giver of knowledge, happiness and 

fulfilment, none else is. Let us invoke Him for protection and support. He is the giver 



of nourishment and growth. He is the protector of the growth of our wealth and 

knowledge. He looks after us for our progress and prosperity in peace so that there 

arise no disturbances in our life. He is all love, no violence at all in Him. Forget Him 

not, the One formless, omnipresent Lord and the giver of all and ultimate happiness. 

There is no other source of solace and joy, no other shelter. 

 

51.

 May Indra, Lord Supreme of power and glory, in-vest me with the powers of 

sense and mind. May He enrich us all with the knowledge, wealth and prosperity of 

the world. May all our hopes and aspirations come true and turn into blessings for all 

of us. May the mother earth invoked and served by us be kind and bless us. May Agni 

bless us from the vedi, the seat of yajna, with the gifts of fire. This is the voice of 

Divinity. (Yaj. 2, 10) 

 

Comment: - Lord of ultimate power and glory, master and ruler of all the riches of 

the world, Indra, bless me with wealth, bless me with healthy organs of perception, 

bless me with clear and pious intelligence. Lord of the universe, you are the giver of 

joy and fulfilment. Be generous and bless us with the fulfilment of all our desires and 

ambitions. Grant us our boons at the earliest, Lord and father of the children of the 

earth. Grant us our prayers, give us the fruits of our just desires so that we always live 

in happiness. 

 

52.

In truth of word and deed with all sincerity of mind and spirit I invoke the Lord 

of the universe, wondrous great, loved and worshipped by the human soul, and, pray 

for a gift of that intelligence which distinguishes between the temporary and the 

permanent. (Yaj. 32, 13) 

 



86 

 

Comment: - Lord of the assembly, master of knowledge, dispenser of justice, loving 

and loved of the assembly, always present in the assembly, may the assembly be our 

just and lair ruler. Let us have the desire and understanding that we never appoint only 

one man as our sole ruler, but we should appoint the president and the ruler through 

the assembly only. Dear and loved of the people, you are possessed of unique and 

exceptional Virtue and quality of mind and character. You are the right object of the 

love of Indra, i.e., the human soul. You alone are the worthy of the worship and 

service of all the human beings. Lord, I pray for medha, the highest order of 

intelligence, knowledge, truth, faith and awareness of the true 1 )harma. Bless me 

with that order of intelligence. The voice of the Veda is the voice of Divinity. It says : 

There is Only One God of man and the world. There is none other worth} of worship. 

This is the will and commandment of the Lord in the Veda. This is what all should 

hold in faith and follow in life. 

 

53.

Agni, lord of light and knowledge, I pray, enlighten me here and now with that 

discriminative intelligence which the noblest people of piety and senior guardians of 

humanity value and pray for. 

 This is the voice of the heart in truth of word and deed. (Yaj. 32. 14) 

 

Comment: - Spirit of the Universe. Omniscient Intelligence of the world. Lord of 

Light. Agni, bless me, here and now. with that high order of intelligence which is 

prayed for hy senior men of wisdom and virtue and which researchers reverence in 

their holy pursuit of science and philosophy. Bless me Lord, here and now, and lift me 

from ignorance to light. Grant me my prayer in your generosity and grace. 

 

54.



May Varuna, supreme lord of the universe, and the scholar of highest 

knowledge, bless me with supreme intelligence. 

May Agni, lord of universal light, and the eminent scholar and teacher, bless me 

with discriminative intelligence. 

May Prajapati, guardian sustainer of creation, and the generous scholar, bless 

me with generous and life-sustaining intelligence. 

May Indra, lord of universal grandeur, and the leader of honour and power, 

bless me with honourable intelligence. 

May Vayu, lord of universal energy and power, and the scholar of science and 

technology, bless me with intellectual and vitalizing intelligence. 

May Dhata, lord preserver of the universe, and scholar of life-sciences, bless 

me with life-preserving intelligence. 

This is the divine voice from the heart. (Yaj. 32, 15) 

 

Comment: - Lord Supreme of all. you are varuna, the Spirit of highest, eternal and 

ultimate bliss. You are worthy of our choice for worship and prayer. Bless me, in your 

generosity, with medha, that high order of enlightenment and intelligence which holds 

the immensity of knowledge. You are agni, lord of light and knowledge and giver of 

knowledge and enlightenment. You are prajapati, the Lord and Guardian of all the 

living beings. You are Indra, the Lord of Power and Glory. You are Vayu, wieldcr of 

infinite strength and master of all knowledge. You arc dhata, holder, ruler and 

supporter of the universe. Lord of all. .bless me with the highest and holiest order of 

intelligence. 

 

Note : - Repetition of prayer and supplication is an expression of deep love as ol a 

child for the father or mother. It is an expression of urgency and anxious desire for 

immediate acceptance of the prayer. There is nothing more valuable than intelligence. 

Only through intelligence does man realize and achieve all kinds of knowledge, 

comfort and joy. Therefore the best thing is to pray to God again and again for 

intelligence of the highest order. 

 

55.  
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May this knowledge of mine and the Brahmana fellowship, and this power and 

honour of mine and the Kshatra organisation, both grow to excellence and grace. May 

the noblest people bless me with the best of excellence and grace. 

All the best for you in truth of word and deed. This is the divine voice of the 

soul. (Yaj. 32.16.) 

 

Comment: - Lord of the world, ruler of rulers, master of universal knowledge, by 

your kindness and grace, may our brahmanas—intellectuals, men of knowledge and 

wisdom, saints and sages—be good, efficient and creative. May our ksatriyas—rulers 

and administrators, and our polity—be efficient, just, brave and good. May both of 

these be auspicious for our society. May we come to have a nation and state highly 

enlightened, prosperous and powerful. Lord of the earth, bless us with the stability and 

prosperity of your love, kindness and generosity, exceptional qualities, high order of 

knowledge and vision. May I have the good sense to accept the gifts of the Lord with 

love in a mood of faith, and may l have the will and vision to use that gift of 

knowledge and virtue for the good and advancement of the country and of the whole 

world. 

 

End of Section-II 

Finished 

 

 
Note: - This translation of the Principles is based mainly on the late Pandit 

Chamupatiji's with such modification as was deemed necessary in the interest of 

further clarity. As far as possible it has been kept close to the structure of the original 

in Hindi. 

—Tulsi Ram Sharma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tributes 
Dayananda Saraswati was a personality of the highest order. This man with the 

nature of a lion is one of those whom Europe is too apt to forget when she judges 

India but whom She will probably be forced to remember to her cost for be was that 

rare combination, a thinker of action with a genius of leadership. 

 

Dayananda Saraswati was the most vigorous force of the immediate and present 

action in India at the moment of the re-birth and re-awakening of the national 

consciousness. He was one of the most ardent prophets of reconstruction and of 

national organization. I feel that it was he who kept the vigil. 

 —Ramain Rolland 

   

 Swami Dayananda Saraswati had not only studied from his youth onwards that 

supreme Vedic culture out of which India has risen to her full height of spiritual 

wisdom and experience, he had lived it.  

 —C.E Andrews 

 

Swami Dayananda was the first to proclaim India for Indians.  

 —Dr. Annie Besant 

 

 

 Dayanand Saraswati was a man of large views. He was a dreamer of splendid 

dreams. He had a vision of India purged of her superstitions, filled with the fruits of 

science, worshipping One God. Fitted for self-rule and honoured as the primeval 

source of the world's science and religion. All will admit that the vision of regenerated 

India seen by the prophet and founder of Arya Samaj is a splendid and inspiring one.

 —A German Critic 

 

I offer my homage of veneration to Swami Dayananda, the great path-maker in 

modern India who through bewildering tangles of creeds and practices-the dense 

undergrowth of the degenerate days of our country cleared a straight path-that was 

meant to lead the Hindus to a simple and rational life of Devotion to God and service 

for man, with a clearsighted vision of truth and courage of determination, he preached 

and worked for our self-respect and vigorous awakenment of mind that could strive 

for a harmonious adustment with the progressive spirit of the modern age and at the 

same time kept in perfect touch with that glorious past of India when it revealed its 

personality in freedom of thought and action in an unclouded radiance ol spiritual 

realization. 

—Rabindranath Tagore 
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What is the greatest asset of the nation? Its Pioneers and Prophets. One of them 

was Swami Dayanand. His is the character of a man ol whom any nation and any age 

may be proud. Think of his passion for truth. He is not afraid of being 'inconsistent'. 

Consistency, says Emerson, is hobgoblin of little minds. Truth as he sees it, is what 

Dayananda worships. He leaves Sivaism for Vedantism and again Vedantism 

forVedism as seen in the light of Sankhya-Yoga. He is not afraid of changes; he must 

follow the light where it leads. 

 

And to light this way, God put a torch in Dayanand's hand. In Dayanand I see 

reflected, as in very few others, the spirit of Aryavarta. Dayananda is to me an 

exponent of Aryan India, a symbol ol' Indian India, a prophet of dawn, a herald of the 

future. —Saint T.L.Vaswani 

 

 

 


